


2019 Jackson County Commissioners’ Minutes
Minutes of January 7, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, January 7th, 2019 at 9 a.m. Commissioner Ladner, Commissioner Zwonitzer and Chairperson Elmer were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 
Holton Recorder Reporter Ali Holcomb and County Residents Ed Kathrens attended the meeting at various times.
Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted fuel bids from:
· Knotty Pine $17,680.00
· Haag Oil       $16,954.00
Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to accept the bid from Haag Oil and Commissioner Ladner seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Dan invited the Commissioners to a presentation from Dig Safe on January 29th at Penny’s. He informed the Commissioners of a new mandate by OSHA that KWORCC will require, involving testing for crystalline silica dust. Kansas Department of Labor will enforce that every Jackson County building will need tested twice per year, performed by an Industrial Hygienist. If the tests show levels below the approved contamination level, then the testing does not need to be repeated. This testing will be done at the county’s expense. Silica dust can be found in materials like concrete, mortar, brick and limestone. The Commissioners asked Dan about illuminating the Road and Bridge building. Dan reported that he has motion lights purchased and is waiting for an electrician to install them. Chairperson Elmer let Dan know he has received some calls about mud and debris left on rock roads from farmers coming in and out of fields. Dan explained that with all the moisture received in December and the above freezing temps, the roads have deteriorated. Adding mud to the top does not help but the farmers have to use the roads to access their fields. The crews have been working on keeping the roads maintained and have some washed out areas to fix as well. Chairperson Elmer also had a call about some tree trimming needed in the area of 118 and O Roads. Dan will take a look at that concern.

County Resident Gale Liggatt joined the meeting to observe so he knows what to report to the internet, as he put it.

Banner Lake Director John Kennedy reported income for the first week of January as $200.00 in annual passes. John shared with the Commissioners that they have streamlined a wedding package to include the chapel and shelter rental and unlimited guest vehicle access to the lake. This package will cost $125.00. Those who want to rent the chapel or shelter house only will continue to pay $40.00 per rental. Unlimited car entry will remain $45.00 and single car entry is still $3.00. There will be no increases for 2019. 

Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to approve a $150.00 payment from the Van Sweringen Family Needy Fund to City of Holton for a county resident needing assistance with utilities. Commissioner Ladner seconded and motion carried 3/0. 
At 10:48 a.m. Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session with Alex Morrissey present for matters of personnel for 10 minutes. Commissioner Ladner seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:59 a.m. Commissioner Ladner made a motion to offer the Noxious Weed/HHW/Recycling/Landfill Director position to Scott Kieffaber. Commissioner Zwonitzer seconded and motion carried 3/0. 

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

Scott Kieffaber joined the meeting and was welcomed by the Commissioners.

Landfill employee Ed Rostetter joined the meeting to request dirt for the landfill. He would like to have a year supply on hand. The Commissioners said they would let Road and Bridge know.

Commissioner Ladner made a motion to approve the amended minutes of December 31, 2018 and Commissioner Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Signed change orders 2018-49 through 62.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Environmental
	Scott Kieffaber
	
	$20.34 per hour
	Hired full time
	1/10/2019



The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, January 14th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Rob Ladner, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of January 9, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in special session on Wednesday, January 9th, 2019 at 9 a.m. Commissioner Ladner, Commissioner Zwonitzer and Chairperson Elmer were present. County Clerk Kathy Mick recorded the minutes. 
At 9 a.m. Commissioner Ladner made a motion to open the meeting and Commissioner Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session for 20 minutes to discuss attorney client privilege with County Counselor Alex Morrissey and County Clerk Kathy Mick. Commissioner Ladner seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:22 a.m. No action taken.

At 9:32 a.m. Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into a 10 minute executive session to discuss attorney client privilege with Alex Morrissey, Kathy Mick and Appraiser Jason Claycamp. Commissioner Ladner seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:40 a.m. No action taken.

Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to approve the 2019 pay plan for county employees and Commissioner Ladner seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

The Commissioners discussed and approved changing the Noxious Weed/HHW/Recycling/Landfill Director position title to Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director.

County Clerk Kathy Mick informed Commissioners that the Chamber of Commerce would need staff for 30 hours to cover the events they host for 2019. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 a.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, January 14th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Rob Ladner, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of January 11, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in special session on Thursday, January 11th, 2019 at 9 a.m. Commissioner Ladner, Commissioner Zwonitzer and Chairperson Elmer were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 
At 9:02 a.m. Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to open the meeting and Commissioner Ladner seconded. Motion carried 3/0. The Commissioners reviewed employee performance for 2018. 
Commissioner Ladner made a motion to enter into executive session for 60 minutes to discuss personnel and Commissioner Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:06 a.m. No action taken.

At 10:10 a.m. Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into a 60 minute executive session to discuss personnel. Commissioner Ladner seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:11 a.m. No action taken.

At 11:11 a.m. Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into a 20 minute executive session to discuss personnel. Commissioner Ladner seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:34 a.m. No action taken.

Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	Road and Bridge
	6725
	Foley
	Repairs
	$6664.09



The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, January 14th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Rob Ladner, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of January 14, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, January 14th, 2019 at 9 a.m. Commissioner Ladner, Commissioner Zwonitzer and Chairperson Elmer were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber met with Commissioners to discuss some items he would like to address at the recycling center. He proposed that a walk through door be placed in the building, a safety rail installed around the compactor and a concrete slab poured at the dumping site. The Commissioners said to go ahead and seek bids for the proposed projects. Scott said he would also like to look for a heater to be used in the building when the DSJC employees come to sort recycling items. Scott asked if he could talk with cities and possibly rearrange the recycling trailers around to better meet the needs and to add decals so people know they are for public use. He also wants to have his employees trained in CPR and first aid. Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett stated he would like to set up training for his employees as well and also add fire safety in addition to the first aid. The Commissioners suggested they contact EMS for the CPR and first aid training and to ask Emergency Services Director Pat Korte for fire safety training resources. The last item on Scott’s list was to rethink storing the black and white agriculture plastic for recycling. He said that it takes a very large quantity to sell and he would like to send it to the landfill. The Commissioners said that would be okay as long as it was approved to be disposed of in the landfill. At 9:23 a.m. Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session with Scott Kieffaber for matters of personnel. Commissioner Ladner seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:31 a.m. No action taken. Reviewed an inspection completed on January 9th by KWORCC at the HHW and Noxious Weed department’s buildings. The inspections states that a second entrance needs to be placed at the north end of the recycling building and there needs to be a respiratory protection program in place for using respirator canisters for air purification. The Road and Bridge shop was also inspected and no safety concerns were found.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted requests for right of way. Dan reported that the FAS routes and chip seal roads were done on Saturday and graders went out on Sunday to do two passes down rock roads. They will continue to push snow and widen paths. They are doing what they can to keep roads maintained with all this moisture. The roads are too soft to plow much and use tire chains. They will be preparing for the next round of weather due over the weekend. They will be staging loaders and stocking up on fuel, sand and salt. His priority will be FAS routes and then school bus routes. At 9:58 a.m. Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into a 10 minute executive session for matters of personnel with Dan Barnett, per his request. Commissioner Ladner seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:09 a.m. No action taken. At 10:09 a.m. Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss attorney client privilege with Alex Morrissey, Dan Barnett, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek. Commissioner Ladner seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:27 a.m. No action taken.

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips reported that he had been in the building over the weekend with the plumbers to install new valves on toilets. They are still troubleshooting the venting issue. Chad discussed the Chamber events schedule and the hours he usually works. Chad reported that the ceiling work will resume at the end of January. 
At 10:53 a.m. Commissioner Ladner made a motion to enter into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss attorney client privilege with Alex Morrissey and Kathy Mick. Commissioner Zwonitzer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:01 a.m. No action taken.

Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to approve the January 7th, 9th and 11th minutes as written. Commissioner Ladner seconded and motion carried 3/0.

Approved bills and payroll.

Holton Recorder Reporter Ali Holcomb and Ed Kathrens joined the meeting.

County Clerk Kathy Mick swore in Ed Kathrens as 1st District Commissioner at noon. 

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to reappoint Hoyt Fire board members Mike Henry, Larry Valdez and Damon Putnam. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-01 Cash Basis and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-02 Financial Institutions and Commissioner Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-03 Official Newspaper and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-04 Cancelling Warrants and Commissioner Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Chairperson Elmer made a motion to appoint Commissioner Zwonitzer as chairperson for 2019 and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to appoint Commissioner Elmer as vice chairperson for 2019 and Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Sheriff Tim Morse and Undersheriff Darrel Chapman met with Commissioners to discuss the 2018 Jackson County Sheriff’s report.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to appoint Chairperson Zwonitzer to the NEK-CAP Board of Directors and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to appoint Commissioner Kathrens to the Northeast Kansas Environmental Services Board of Directors and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

At 3:32 p.m. Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss attorney client privilege with Alex Morrissey. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 3:37 p.m. No action taken.

Received a public notice regarding a registration for a proposed confined feeding facility from KDHE.

Commissioner Elmer left at 3:45 p.m.

Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Eric Ohlsen
	Install mound and pipe entrance
	17/5S/16
	316 and U Roads on east side
	1/9/2019

	CenturyLink/Embark
	Relocate buried copper feeder cable along Q Road
	9,16/7S/15E
	
	1/11/2018




The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Tuesday, January 22nd, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of January 22, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, January 22nd, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Kathrens and Commissioner Elmer were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber reported he is still waiting for bids to come in for the concrete slab and door. He is in the process of creating repair and safety checklists for all the vehicles and equipment. He inquired about lock out and tag out training classes and the waste water permit regulations. Scott requested an executive session at 9:18 a.m. and Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for matters of personnel for 5 minutes. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:24 a.m. No action taken. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve an agreement with Doniphan County to dispose of their household hazardous waste and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett informed Commissioners that pipe is increasing by 25% and band costs are doubling. Because of this increase Dan would like to buy as needed instead of a large quantity for the current year. He has a good stock pile left from last year they can use up before purchasing more. Dan explained that he had ordered some rock in December he thought would be purchased in January and then it ended up getting delivered late December after the budget had already been amended. He asked the Commissioners to allow him to pay for this from his special sales tax fund and he will replace that rock money with another fund the next time he has an order come in. The Commissioners agreed to that arrangement since they had already amended the budget. Dan informed the Commissioners that the cost of rock is increasing as well for the year. He is trying to get bids for material and hauling so he can purchase a good quantity now before prices increase. He stated that bridge kits had already been purchased for the year and they expect to have some engineering fees to pay as well. They are looking to start the bridge project at D and 129 Roads in the spring. This project is an 80/20 split with the State of Kansas. The Governor had declared the recent snow and ice events as disasters so he is attempting to recover funds from FEMA to help with purchasing the materials needed to correct the roadways damaged by being exposed to so much moisture. Commissioner Kathrens asked Dan about a complaint he had received from a county resident regarding 254th Road. Dan explained that he had already addressed the concern with his employees in the area and explained that they were attempting to aid drainage from the road but instead created a new problem. Dan also submitted a letter from Peter Clark, Pottawatomie County Public Works Director, indicating that his county is looking to vacate a road that includes some portions in Jackson County. The landowner making the request and his neighbors are in agreement for the vacation of Cedar Bluff/A Road. No action taken at this time.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director John Kennedy submitted his 2018 Annual Report outlining the projects and events that were completed during the past year. He informed Commissioners that he would be attending the State Parks and Recreation Conference in Hutchinson this year and that a Fritz Dillner fundraiser for a community building is being held on Saturday in Hoyt.

County Appraiser Jason Claycamp asked the Commissioners for suggestions to fill an opening on the Appeals Board. They discussed reviewing and updating zoning regulations as it has not been updated since 2011. Specifically the conditional and special use permits. Chairperson Zwonitzer would like to see zoning variances to satisfy neighbors’ concerns regarding what other types of businesses could move in if sold. The Commissioners asked Jason to contact some firms for quotes to update the zoning regulations. Commissioner Elmer asked Jason to look at a property near the Hoyt lagoons and check its building permit status as he has received some complaints that it appears to have been abandoned. They discussed some properties throughout the county that are not in compliance and have already been sent letters from the Appraiser’s office. The Commissioners asked Jason to go ahead and file court petitions on those properties who have received notification already. At 10:40 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session with Jason Claycamp for his performance evaluation for 5 minutes. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:45 a.m.

Commissioner Kathrens stated he would like to look into reorganizing the Commissioner districts to better serve the residents. He said that the 1st District is too spread out and that makes it difficult to represent the patrons. Chairperson Zwonitzer said she would like to get some population information from County Clerk Kathy Mick before they discuss it.

At 11:04 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session with Pat Korte for her performance evaluation and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:17 a.m. No action taken. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss matters of personnel at 11:20 a.m. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:30 a.m. 

Discussed the amount to be given for this year’s Van Sweringen scholarship recipient. It was decided that one $200 scholarship would be awarded.

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

At 1:30 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session with Amanda Spalding for her evaluation for 5 minutes. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:35 p.m. No action taken. 

At 1:50 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session with Alex Morrissey for her evaluation for 5 minutes. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:55 p.m. No action taken.

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, January 28th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of January 28, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, January 28th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Kathrens and Commissioner Elmer were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber informed Commissioners that he has set up CPR and First Aid classes with Jackson County EMS for all employees from Road and Bridge and Environmental Services to attend. The classes are scheduled for 2 days in March. On January 30th Brandon Mann, Loss Prevention Specialist with KWORCC, will provide training for lockout/tagout procedures and fork lift operation at the recycling center. Environmental Services has implemented using fork lift and vehicle maintenance checklists. Scott reported he is checking into pricing for new and used recycling trailers and scheduling repairs for the 4 wheeler. Scott submitted 2 bids for a concrete pad at landfill loading area, 12x50x8 inches deep:
· Eisenbarth Construction $4,320.00
· Sullivan Construction      $4,642.00
Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the low bid of $4,320.00 from Eisenbarth Construction and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett reported that 2 of the 3 trucks have been delivered. Commissioner Kathrens let Dan know that he had received complaints about T Road and would like to see it addressed once weather allows. Dan and Commissioners discussed the rising cost of rock and the locations they haul from. Commissioner Kathrens stated he would like to see truck drivers go home at the end of the day with a load of rock so they are ready to go in the morning. Dan agreed that having the material loaded would be beneficial. They discussed repositioning some stations throughout the county to cut down on travel and fuel costs. They would possibly need to add electricity and fuel tanks to some sites to create a more efficient road maintenance station.

The Holton Chamber of Commerce Director Lori Banks, Administrative Assistant Ashlee York and President Eric Bjelland met with Commissioners to discuss the challenges the courthouse staff are facing with events taking place on the grounds. Other Chamber members in attendance included Joni White, Beth Amon, Carly Whorton and Laura Golden. Chairperson Zwonitzer explained the numerous hours of compensation time the two custodians end up with after a year’s worth of events, alongside the extra hours they put in for projects and regular duty items such as snow removal, has become troublesome to get used up by the end of year. The Commissioners suggested paid wages for their work at the events and more volunteer support from the Chamber would help to lessen the hours put in by county staff. Chamber member Joni White asked if the Commissioners were only requesting this from the Chamber or would other groups using the courthouse for events be asked to do the same. Chairperson Zwonitzer responded that they were starting with the Chamber because the bulk of event hours the custodians are working result from Chamber events. County Clerk Kathy Mick explained the regulations they must adhere to with compensation time and overtime rules. The custodians would have to be paid by the county when working events and cannot be paid directly by the Chamber. This would mean that the wages would need to be paid at an overtime rate and include benefits costs. If the Chamber would compensate the county for the costs associated with the approximate hours worked at last year’s Chamber events, the amount would be roughly $2000.00. Eric Bjelland explained that the Chamber was working on their budget and that with their current deficit, that figure would not be doable. Everyone agreed that more volunteerism with set up, maintenance and clean up would benefit the custodians and help reduce their hours. Chairperson Zwonitzer said they would discuss in more detail with Chad Phillips about what specifically he would like assistance with and how many volunteers are needed for each event before setting up another meeting.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director John Kennedy requested to purchase a front mount scraper for the newly purchased skid loader. He explained that the scraper would be used for maintenance of gravel roads and dirt work at Banner Lake. The bid he submitted was from KanEquip Inc. for a Kubota Skid Steer Attachment totaling $2,095.00. The Commissioners stated they wanted to discuss the purchase request further before making a decision. John also informed Commissioners that the Bobcat 650 skid loader has been delivered and he will be receiving instructions on its operation and features this week.

County resident Dan Barrow met with Commissioners to discuss the road he would like to limit access to near his property. He explained the costs associated with repairing the road by the county and his own costs for fence repairs. This road becomes muddy and impassible after rains and people destroy it by either wreckless driving or on accident when GPS sends them down it. Dan says it is a waste of county resources whenever the Road and Bridge Department has to stop what they are working on to come repair it. He is tired of wasting his resources on repairing the fences that get ruined. He wants the Commissioners to review the options of vacating, closing or limiting access to the road. Commissioner Zwonitzer stated they will continue to weigh the options and discuss though they are not in favor of limiting any access to county roads that residents pay taxes to use.

County Treasurer Linda Gerhardt notarized an application for the county to continue to receive wire transfers when accepting grant monies through Sam.gov. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into agreement with NEK-CAP for use of grant funding provided for the Kansas Emergency Solutions Grant Program as required by the Kansas Housing Resources Corporation. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. 

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

Lori Banks, representing the tourism council, met with Commissioners for approval of grants. She submitted grant requests from Carly Whorton for advertising the ‘Harlem Wizards Charity Basketball Game’ and for attendance to the Wamego Tulip festival tourism tent promoting Jackson County attractions. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the $3,000.00 request from Ms. Whorton and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the $125.00 request from Lori Banks and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 
Commissioner Kathrens made the motion to sign a promissory note with Michael Bednar an employee. This employee was inadvertently overpaid.  The promissory note will allow the employee to pay the amount back to the County through payroll deduction.  Commissioner Elmer seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3/0.  This agreement was also signed by the employee.

County Counselor Alex Morrissey notified the Commissioners of a lawsuit filed against the county following an arrest made by the Sheriff’s Department.

County resident Walt Kieffaber met with Commissioners to offer his services in gaining contacts for possible road rock material to be received via railroad. Walt suggested the county check into costs of materials that could be delivered by train car to the county possibly at Delia or Onaga. The Commissioners said they would gladly give the information to Dan Barnett for review of costs.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for matters of personnel at 1:45 p.m. and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:57 p.m. No action taken. 

Chairperson Zwonitzer informed the board that House Bill 2033 passed the tax committee and is moving to the house floor for review. This bill, if passed, would allow the county to put the .4% tax question on the next election’s ballot. Commissioner Elmer and Chairperson Zwonitzer reported they attended the Local Government Day hosted by the KAC in Topeka last week.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director John Kennedy returned to the meeting. The Commissioners explained to John that they want him to contact the company that won the bid for the Bobcat and include the blade they had quoted. The Commissioners said they wanted to get the blade already included in the bid as its price is half of what the KanEquip bid is he submitted earlier in the day. John explained that the company said they could no longer furnish the blade after their bid was accepted, claiming that the company they get them from has changed hands and they can no longer get the blade. He explained that the bid he submitted earlier from KanEquip was a higher cost than blades listed on the bids because it’s an 84 inch and the bids were for a 72 inch. When he contacted KanEquip they said they could give him a deal on an 84 inch blade so he took that pricing to submit to the Commissioners. At 2:40 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for matters of personnel with John Kennedy and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 2:57 p.m. No action taken.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to reappoint Sheriff Tim Morse to serve on the Kanza Mental Health and Guidance Center board and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Received notice that the request for CDBG funds to renovate the Moser Building owned by Kanza in Holton was denied.

Judge Erich Campbell informed Commissioners of the recent success of the local Boy Scout Troop at the Klondike Challenge held over the past weekend at Lake Perry. They competed in challenges like fire starting and tent construction against numerous other troops and earned first place.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the January 14th minutes as written and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the January 22nd minutes as amended and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

At 4:02 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session with Juvenile Intake Director Brooke Smith for matters of personnel for 10 minutes and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 4:13 p.m. No action taken.

Signed and approved change orders 2018-75 through 77.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Appraiser
	Brittany Debarge
	$15.52 per hour
	NA
	Resignation
	2/01/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, February 4th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of February 4, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, February 4th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Commissioner Elmer was absent. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber submitted his annual Noxious Weed Management Plan for the Commissioners to review and approve. He stated he had not received any quotes yet for the walk through door that needs installed on the recycling building. The Commissioners gave his some more vendor names to contact for bids. Scott reported that Don has kept track of his time tearing down electronics to sort out the different recyclable materials and the hours spent in wages exceeded the monies earned for the materials. Scott suggested they utilize pickup services from Technics, owned by Howie’s out of Manhattan, to retrieve the county’s electronic waste. There is no charge for and they are not seeing a profit from tearing them down anyway. Technics then recycles 98% of the materials and will take a few CRTs (tube TVs) as well, free of charge. The Commissioners agreed that this free service would be acceptable to the county to help eliminate e-waste in the landfill and ditches. Scott reported he is waiting to hear back from County Counselor Alex Morrissey on the status of a contract with Waste Management for dumpster service at the recycling building. Scott would like to eliminate their service and haul their trash to the county landfill instead. The savings from this could be used to purchase another recycling trailer in the future. The Commissioners agreed and said to carry on once he gets the okay from Alex. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the Jackson County Annual Noxious Weed Management Plan and Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 2/0. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett requested an executive session. At 9:17 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss personnel. Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded and motion carried 2/0. Session reopened at 9:44 a.m. No action taken. Dan reported that although rock prices are scheduled to increase he will be getting rock from Midwest Materials for the current price for one more year. He is stockpiling where he can so they have material at hand so they can work on roads immediately once the weather breaks. There is entirely too much moisture in the ground to be working much with the roads currently. Commissioner Kathrens stated that he would like to see the area south of the Road and Bridge office utilized to hold rock. Dan explained that he would need to get a sediment pond to meet EPA regulations in order to so. Chairperson Zwonitzer added that digging a lagoon has been the plan since they took ownership. Commissioner Kathrens asked Dan to check out a concern on 278th Road. Dan said he would like to have the county portion of residents’ taxes paid broke out into percentages, showing what dollar amount they each pay towards Road and Bridge. He thinks this would be beneficial for patrons to see how their tax dollars are used. Chairperson Zwonitzer said she would be willing to get a Facebook page started to where the county can distribute information to the tax base such as snow and ice policies, how tax values are determined and anything else informative to the residents. Dan also reported that there are some drillings being completed near Denison looking for quarry rock. Commissioner Kathrens mentioned to Dan that he may be hearing from Walt Kieffaber regarding information for acquiring rock from via train car.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director John Kennedy submitted a list of special events to take place at the lake in 2019. The list included:
· Arbor Day Tree Planting		April 25th 
· Conservation Dist. Water Fest.	May 8th 
· Memorial Trail Run		June 1st 
· Kid’s Fishing Derby		June 8th 
· Car Show			TBA
· July Jubilee			June 29th 
· Family Obstacle Course		July 20th 
· Sheriff’s Camp			August 8-9th 
· Quail Forever Kid’s Shoot	August 7th 
· Touch A Truck			September 7th 
John stated the new website was near completion and can be found at bannerreservoir.com. He will be leaving this afternoon to head to Hutchinson for the Park and Recreation Conference and will be back Friday. Chairperson Zwonitzer asked John to email his mileage today before he left. John asked about the Bobcat scraper issue with Whitestar and the Commissioners explained that after discussing with Bob Jacobs they decided a scraper was not needed and the county has attachments that can be used to do the job of the scraper. 

Received a request from Holton High School Post Prom for a donation. No action taken.

Received a letter from Sheriff Tim Morse regarding forfeitures received by his department.

Dan Barnett reported he had received a concern about a business using county roads to load and unload trucks in the right of way. County Appraiser Jason Claycamp joined the meeting explain the qualifications for zoning agriculture and commercial use. He stated the regulations must meet the state’s descriptions in regards to cattle feedlots. Jason suggested discussing the issue with County Counselor Alex Morrissey to determine if there is a need for obtaining a permit and acknowledging responsibility for any damages to county roads. Chairperson Zwonitzer asked Jason to produce a map showing tribal trust parcels in the county.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the January 28th minutes as written. Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded and motion carried 2/0. 

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

Met with Sheriff Tim Morse at the Jackson County Sheriff’s Department to tour the facilities and jail. 

Met with Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett to tour the facilities and view the two dump trucks that have been delivered.
County Clerk Kathy Mick met with Commissioners to give an overview of the county policies on compensation and overtime and maternity leave.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Corrections
	Whitney Robinson
	$15.72 per hour
	$16.00 per hour
	Length of service increase
	5/01/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:29 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, February 11th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of February 11, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, February 11th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek and County Clerk Kathy Mick recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber informed Commissioners that his department has been clearing out old records and items in storage. They discussed coordinating with the smaller cities’ cleanup days to offer recycling and HHW trailers for drop off. Commissioner Zwonitzer would like Scott to get information from Doniphan County on how they conduct their tire collection day and what the costs associated with that type of service are. Scott submitted heater bids for units and installation at the recycling building where they sort materials. Bids as follows:
· Modern Air of Topeka, Inc.	$2,499.00 + $300.00 for piping (150,000 BTU)
· Don Ash & Son, Inc.		$2,896.80 (125,000 BTU)
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the bid from Modern Air for $2,799.00 total and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Scott informed Commissioners that he had passed his General Noxious Weed Commercial Applicator exam recently. He would like to look at costs in either repairing an old recycling trailer or selling it for scrap and using the funds towards another one. It would need axles, wheels and a tongue to be usable. Scott reported that he had checked in with Marketing Concepts about a sign that was in the works and he will get a copy for the Commissioners to review. Scott requested permission to donate wheelchairs to Dr. Allen that have been set aside at the landfill for scrap and the Commissioners agreed to do so.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted fuel bids as follows:
· Haag Oil	$17,708.00
Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the Haag Oil bid and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Dan submitted a Right Of Way agreement with CenturyLink for the Commissioners to review. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to accept the agreement with CenturyLink for ROW to install fiber and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Per Dan’s request, Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss matters of personnel for 15 minutes at 9:34 a.m. and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. County Counselor Alex Morrissey was also present. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:42 a.m. No action taken.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director John Kennedy reported revenue for the week of February 3rd as $364.00. John informed the Commissioners that the website has been updated and invited them to check it out at bannerreservoir.com. John reported the Kansas Recreation and Parks Annual Conference he attended was very beneficial and he has renewed enthusiasm for the upcoming season. The Commissioners reminded John they are still waiting for his mileage to be submitted and he said he would email it as soon as he got back to the office. John asked about withholding payment for the Bobcat until they furnish the quoted scraper. The Commissioners explained that after discussing the issue with Bob they decided they didn’t need a scraper and the smooth bucket included will work instead. John explained that the scraper would be very useful for dragging the roads and they had a drag with the tractor that was sold. Commissioner Kathrens stated he would have liked to know about the bid issue earlier and John responded that he did not know in advance that the scraper quoted was incorrect and unavailable. The Commissioners told John they would look at costs for scrapers in addition to the one he submitted for an 84 inch if he seeks bids. 

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

Sheriff Tim Morse and Undersheriff joined the meeting to discuss legal action taken against those who damage minimum maintenance roads. The Commissioners wanted to be sure everything is in place for the Sheriff’s department to ticket individuals that tear up the roads. The Sheriff referred to the county resolution that allows them to charge a person with a misdemeanor if they are caught damaging the roads. He explained that if his employees are busy at the time he would like Road and Bridge employees or the landowners to get pictures and tag numbers and names of the perpetrators so they can investigate. Sheriff Tim Morse explained that he cannot spend a lot of time investigating tire tracks for evidence. 

At 1:35 p.m. Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss matters of personnel for 10 minutes and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:45 p.m. No action taken.

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte met with Commissioners to request the county purchase the meat for the annual storm spotters meeting. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to make the purchase and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. The Commissioners requested that Pat get keys for all outlying county buildings to be accessed if an emergency arises.

At 2 p.m. Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss matters of personnel for 10 minutes and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 2:30 p.m. No action taken. 
Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens left chambers to check the mileage of vehicles at Banner Creek Reservoir. 

At 3:20 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss matters of personnel with Sheriff Tim Morse, County Clerk Kathy Mick and County Counselor Alex Morrissey for 15 minutes. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 3:45 p.m. 

Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to terminate the employment of John Kennedy and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Sheriff Tim Morse, Commissioner Kathrens and Commissioner Elmer left chambers to secure the premises at Banner Creek Reservoir.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of February 4th 2019 and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	CenturyLink
	Install new fiber
	
	Along 254 Road
	2/11/2019



Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Road and Bridge
	Kevin Alford
	$
	$9.00 per hour
	Part time
	02/08/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Tuesday, February 19th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of February 19, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, February 19th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber submitted a quote from Pro-Tainer for a used recycling trailer in the amount of $8,225.00 delivered. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the purchase from Pro-Tainer for $8,225.00 and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Scott reported he is waiting to hear from Alex Morrissey as to whether he can terminate the Waste Management contract. Scott submitted the sign created by Marketing Concepts and another option he would like considered that could be made with the county Road and Bridge sign machine. Commissioner Zwonitzer expressed she would like to see the purchase of chemicals in a large quantity to start the season so they do not run out of anything. Scott replied that he used the sales from 2017 and 2018 to determine the amounts he is ordering for this season. He reported that the Household Hazardous Waste plan has been updated and approved by the state and that HHW has completed paint cleanup at the facilities. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett reported his crews have been busy clearing roads. They are getting an excessive amount of compensation time and he is trying to get it used up before it gets paid out at overtime rates. Dan discussed the Deer Run subdivision and the issues with its road maintenance. Chairperson Zwonitzer agreed that there needed to be a discussion with the county, Deer Run residents and Holton USD 336 to address the concerns. Commissioner Elmer asked Dan about costs associated with residents who ask the county to assist with rocking an entrance to their land from a minimum maintenance road. Dan stated he didn’t have the exact figures but would want it to be built to county standards and paid for by the resident. Commissioner Elmer informed Dan that he had received a complaint about 118th and H south needing rocked and graded. Dan explained that with the weather and the moisture this winter he will need more budget for rock because there is so much damage.

At 9:51 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 15 minute executive session to discuss attorney client privilege with Sheriff Tim Morse, Undersheriff Darrel Chapman and County Counselor Alex Morrissey and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:23 a.m. No action taken.

Approved and signed change orders 2018-81-85.

Anna Wilhelm, representing the Tourism Council, met with Commissioners to review grant requests and by law changes. They decided to increase their board from 7 to 9 members and removed term limits. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the changes to the Jackson County Tourism Council by laws and Commissioner Kathrens seconded.  Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the 2019 Tourism Council budget and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Anna submitted grant requests as follows:
· Kansas Archaeological Society			$500
· Delia Days					$200
· Kansas Prairie Pickers Assoc.			$1,000
· Jackson County Arts				$1301
· Ja. Co. Historical  & Genealogical Society		$1,000
· Quilts in the Courtyard				$1,500
· Ja. Co. Community Foundation(Spray Park)	$750
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve grants for Kansas Archaeological Society, Delia Days, Kansas Prairie Pickers Association, Jackson County Historical & Genealogical Society and Quilts in the Courtyard in the amounts as requested. Approved $1000.00 for Jackson County Arts and denied funds for Mayetta Spray Park Fundraiser. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Anna requested approval for attendance of 3 council members to attend the Big Rural Brainstorm 2019: Network It! In Lindsborg on March 19th. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the registration fees for the conference and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips discussed camera installation plans for the building.

County Commissioners discussed the job description and advertisement for the Banner Lake Director position now open. They decided to accept applications through March 8th. County Commissioners left chambers to take inventory at Banner Lake.

Received a maintenance and repairs list from Senior Center Director Amanda Spalding for the building she shares with the health department. 

Signed and approved the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Giant Communications
	Bore fiber
	28/7/15E
	198th Road
	2/12/2019

	Giant Communications
	Bore with duct for placement of drops
	16/7/15E
	22013 & 22301 Q Road
	2/12/2019



Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff
	Guy Gardner
	$
	$20.38 per hour
	Resource Officer
	02/01/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, February 25th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of February 25, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, February 25th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber informed Commissioners that he would be leaving for training for the next 3 days. Sonny Sager had been to the office to update computers and it was determined that it was time to upgrade. Scott submitted a bid from Dell for 2 computers in the amount of $1,517.22. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the purchase of the 2 Dell computers and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Scott reported he had not received any bids for the door that needs installed at the recycling building. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett discussed hiring independent contractors to truck rock to the county from the bridge yard so he can get as much material as possible to repair roads when the weather is acceptable. County Counselor Alex Morrissey will look into the details involved with hiring the independent contractors. Dan reported he has 9 trucks hauling rock full time right now on the roads and 3 belly dump hauling from the quarry. The Commissioners discussed concerns that residents have reported on the condition of roads within the county. Dan stated he has 2 roads closed until he can get material out to repair them. He mentioned that the plan for the .4 % sales tax projects for 2019 will need to be adjusted because some of the funds will be needed to purchase rock instead. Dan has ordered some 3 inch material to be used to rebuild base on the county roads where the bottom has fallen out due to excessive moisture. He will then place some smaller material over the top. Dan requested an executive session and at 9:20 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made the motion to enter into a 15 minute executive session to discuss personnel with Kathy Mick and Sally Alley. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:40 a.m. No action taken. 

County Resident Dave Dugan joined the meeting. He asked the Commissioners to have the Sheriff’s Department abide by the Jackson County noise ordinance. He said he is tired of being arrested and spending time in jail. He stated he wants the Sheriff’s Department to purchase a $20 device to measure decibels. The County Commissioners told him that the Sheriff is an elected position so they have no authority over his department. Dave Dugan said the ordinance belonged to the county so he feels it is their responsibility to train the Sheriff to abide by it. The Commissioners will review the ordinance.

Commissioner Kathrens brought 2 examples of service markers used by county cemeteries to show status of veteran and branch of service. One of the examples is metal and the other is plastic. He stated it was brought to his attention that the cemeteries would prefer the metal version even if it cannot be purchased with the specific branch of service imprinted on the marker. Commissioner Elmer called Delbert Boling and gave him the contact information for the Clerk’s office to purchase the markers.

County resident Ed Lutz joined the meeting to discuss road concerns in the 214th and L Road area. He brought pictures to show the Commissioners. They said they would add it to the list and give the information to Road and Bridge.

The Commissioners discussed using .4% sales tax towards rock this year and the importance of getting it on the ballot this year to be renewed by voters. The funds will be critical in getting the roads back in shape.

At 10:33 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 15 minute executive session to discuss personnel with Kathy Mick and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:04 a.m. No action taken.

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte submitted an Emergency Vehicle Designation Application for Charles Renfro for Commissioner approval.

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips informed Commissioners that he and Derik Kessler will begin ceiling tile installation on March 2nd. He stated they are still having sewer gas leaks intermittently and the source has not yet been found. 

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

County resident Walt Wells joined the meeting and asked if there were any part time positions within the county. The Commissioners told him to check with the Clerk’s office or Road and Bridge Department for openings.

At 1:28 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 15 minute executive session for attorney client privilege with Alex Morrissey, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:40 p.m. No action taken.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of 2/11/2019 and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the amended minutes of 2/19/2019 and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Completed registration for Chairperson Zwonitzer to attend the Big Rural Brainstorm 2019 conference in Lindsborg with the tourism council.

Students representing Royal Valley, Tanner Holte, and Jackson Heights, Faith Little, met with Commissioners to discuss their Safe 75 campaign. They explained that they are both vice president for their school’s student council and had recently held a meeting totaling 8 different student councils from the area to discuss what they could do to make highway 75 safe for student drivers and families. They informed Commissioners that after brainstorming they came up with a plan to address the issue with KDOT and the Kansas House of Representatives, requesting their assistance. They listed safety options of timed traffic lights, better lighting at intersections, better turning lanes, lowering speed limits, adding J turn lanes, more patrol and education for drivers. They also suggested a new study be conducted for the stretch of highway 75 from Holton to the Nebraska border. Jackson Heights student Ed Mandala had already read a statement in front of the Transportation and Public Safety Budget Committee asking for consideration of the Safe 75 campaign to be included in their planning. The Commissioners signed the petition the students prepared in support of their efforts. Additionally, Commissioner Kathrens stated he would like to see drivers’ education taught in school as credit, as it was when he was in high school. County Clerk Kathy Mick suggested older teens take a defensive driving course similar to the class county employees attend every 2 years since drivers education is taken at such a young age. Chairperson Zwonitzer offered to draft a letter of support if needed on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners.

Approved and signed change orders 2018-87 through 95.

Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	Environmental Services
	6391
	Dell, Inc.
	2 computers
	$1517.22

	Environmental Services
	6726
	Pro-Tainer
	Used recycling trailer
	$8,225.00




The meeting adjourned at 4:21 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, March 4th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of March 4, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, March 4th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber reported the new recycling trailer has arrived. He went to training last week for Household Hazardous Waste and passed his test to be certified. He will be leaving today for the Weed Conference in Manhattan. Other project updates as follows:
· Windshield repaired on truck
· Heat unit has been installed
· Handrail installed on compactor-would not fit so it was redone
· Cancelled Waste Management contract
· CPR certification for some employees
Scott submitted 2 bids for the door needing installed in the recycling building:
· All Star Construction	  $1,985.00
· Chris Gross Construction $2,576.00
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the $1,985.00 bid from All Star Construction and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett reported that the salt mix is backordered due to unexpected weather this winter but he was able to borrow some from KDOT. He discussed the signage grant project and the new signs to be installed on FAS routes in all of Jackson County. Commissioner Kathrens asked Dan about the rock hauling pricing displayed on the bills paid last week and about Road and Bridge employees’ electricity usage at their homes. Dan stated he would review the rock hauling bill and explained the employee reimbursement for electricity was higher for some because they submitted 4 weeks worth instead of 2 weeks. Moni El-Aasar with BG Consultants joined the meeting to sign a contract for the signage project. He stated that KDOT is renewing funding for small bridges. 

At 9:50 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 15 minute executive session to discuss attorney client privilege with Sheriff Tim Morse and County Counselor Alex Morrissey. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:08 a.m. No action taken.

County Resident Gale Liggatt joined the meeting. Mr. Liggatt had a complaint that his road (Y Road) had not been cleared of snow. He stated that the maintainer went by with his blade up and that they have had no training and do not know how to drive a plow. He said they are leaving the snow on the road and when it melts it will worsen the roads. Mr. Liggatt stated the county is wasting money on chipper seal and then can’t maintain it. He stated his agriculture taxes have went up and he wants rock on the roads. He feels sympathy for Commissioner Kathrens because he believes the first district pays more taxes than the other districts and have underserved rock roads. He said there is no need to worry about the snow removal taking the gravel off the roads because there is not any gravel there. 

Received an email from a county resident concerning the agriculture plastic discussed at a previous meeting with Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber. 

Commissioner Elmer and Chairperson Zwonitzer registered to attend the annual KCCA conference at the end of April. Commissioner Kathrens declined.

Chairperson Zwonitzer will attend the Jackson County Conservation District’s annual “Local Work Groups” meeting at the end of March.

Received a call from county resident Charles Rickel regarding a concern with a road. Dan Barnett agreed to return the call.

Received a letter from Gary and Mary Shupe regarding a concern for the condition of their road. Dan will add this to his road concern list.

Received a summons for a foreclosure property. County Counselor Alex Morrissey will file a claim for the amount of outstanding taxes.

Chairperson Zwonitzer gave an update for the Friends of Banner Creek Reservoir in regards to their fundraising efforts for a community building at Banner Lake. 

Register of Deeds Tammy Moulden and Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips met with Commissioners to request closing ROD office early one day to begin ceiling tile replacement. The Commissioners agreed to close that one office at noon on March 15th. All other courthouse offices will remain open. Tammy informed the Commissioners that she will start seeking bids to replace her leased copy machine. 

At 11:30 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss prospective employees for 30 minutes and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

Senior Center Director Amanda Spalding joined the meeting at 1:30 p.m. to discuss the excessive amount of snow day closings at the Senior Center building. Amanda explained that the Senior Center has closed on snow days in alignment with Holton schools since 2009. This year there has been so many that her employees are using many vacation days or going without pay. Chairperson Zwonitzer stated that Senior Center employees can come to work on cleaning or other projects on snow days when they are not open to serve meals. This way they can maintain their hours and income. If they do not feel it is safe to drive to work then they can use vacation and sick leave and part time can go without pay if they choose. If the courthouse is closed then they would be eligible for administrative leave. A policy will be approved once drafted to eliminate confusion.

At 1:59 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 5 minute executive session for matters of personnel with Dan Barnett, Alex Morrissey and Kathy Mick. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 2:10 p.m. No action taken.

The Commissioners left chambers to gather items at Banner Creek Reservoir buildings.

Youth Services Director Brooke Smith met with Commissioners to give an update on the lease contract for her office with Kanza Mental Health and Guidance. They will be moving into the newly renovated space at the end of the month.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the amended 2/25/2019 minutes and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Signed and approved the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Telcom Construction
	Plow 410 feet copper cable from ped to house.
	
	166th Road
	2/27/2019



Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Treasurer
	Kelsee Schuetz
	$
	$15.00 per hour
	Full time new hire
	03/18/2019

	Appraiser
	Robbi Coder
	$
	$15.00 per hour
	Full time new hire
	03/18/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:29 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, March 11th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of March 11, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, March 11th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber reported that he had a newspaper advertisement ready to be published to give county residents information on the services the county provides. He went to the Noxious Weed Conference last week where they discussed sericea and the chemicals that are used to eradicate it. KC Olson, a presenter from the conference, has interest in doing research at Banner Lake in regards to the treatment of the sericea. His presentation was on the effect hard water and pH has on the chemicals and how it reduces their effectiveness. Scott stated he would look into grant funds and the Extension office to see what assistance they could provide. Next week he is attending the WORKS conference in Salina. Scott stated he would like to have some dirt work done around the building to prevent water leaking in when Road and Bridge can fit it into their schedule.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett presented the Commissioners with the minimum standards for roads to review. He has a long list of road concerns he is working on and has laid some 3 inch material down in the bad spots for now. When the weather allows he will be going over it with 2 inch and then 1 1/4 inch material on top. He has already spent $174,500 of his rock budget and $68,000 in hauling. He is placing a $200,000 order for more 2 inch material this week. He is expecting to be over budget before he can get all roads back up to standards and the Commissioners agreed they will need to pull some funds from other areas to assist. The Commissioners discussed the tubes, culverts and ditches that need cleaned out for allowing proper drainage. Dan discussed his skid loader lease expiring this week and his interest in getting a mini excavator instead. He feels it would be more useful to help clear out the drainage areas but would hold off until they have the man power to use it. He has a rotation going on with motor graders right now as they are having recall repair work done. They have been given loaner graders to use during this time. The Commissioners discussed changing some signage on minimum maintenance roads to keep people off of them that have no valid reason to drive down them. This would be done to help decrease the costs associated with the destruction of the roads by giving Law Enforcement more power to prosecute violators and seek restitution for repairs. Dan was asked to barricade a road at Banner Lake to keep drivers from tearing up the muddy roads.

At 10:26 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss security with Sheriff Tim Morse, Undersheriff Darrel Chapman and County Clerk Kathy Mick. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session was extended 10 minutes and reopened at 10:55 a.m. No action taken. 

County Resident Walt Kieffaber met with Commissioners to update them on the train car rock delivery he had suggested at another meeting. He stated he has made some contacts and needs more information about possible tonnage to come up with pricing and available sights on the rail for offloading. The Commissioners asked him to contact Dan Barnett directly to get more information.

At 11:03 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 15 minute executive session to discuss potential employees and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:46 a.m. No action taken.

Discussed purchasing options for cemetery grave markers denoting veteran status.

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

Brody Page with Boy Scout Troop 64 met with Commissioners to give an update on his flag pole replacement Eagle Scout project. Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips stated that he thought 1 pole instead of 3 would be sufficient. Commissioner Zwonitzer would like it to be tall enough to fly up to 3 flags if possible. Brody will go over design plans when a Stresscrete representative is available to discuss their concrete pole products.

Chad Phillips gave an update for the office renovation for Emergency Management. The painting, ceiling and LED lighting is complete. He is stripping woodwork and installing outlets before it will be ready to move into. Register of Deeds office ceilings and lighting will be completed this weekend.

Gregg Moser with the VFW, American Legion and Vet’s Club joined the meeting. He agreed to be the contact person for the veteran grave markers for cemeteries in Jackson County. 

At 1:59 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 30 minute executive session to discuss prospective employees and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 2:27 p.m. No action taken.

County Clerk Kathy Mick met with Commissioners to discuss renewal of a contract with Tyler Technologies, who provides software for payroll. She also discussed Neighborhood Revitalization and the completion steps.

Commissioner Zwonitzer made a motion to appoint Pam Doyle to the Northeast Kansas Area Agency on Aging board and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Received an email from Robert and Marilyn Huggard with a concern on their road. Dan will add this to his list of concerns.

The Commissioners left chambers to view roads at Banner Creek, P3 Lane, Q Road (College Road) and 278th Road. 

County Counselor Alex Morrissey joined the meeting to discuss Neighborhood Revitalization and its completion.

Signed and approved change orders 2017-174 & 175 and 2018-96 through 98.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff
	Tyler Caudle
	$21.76 per hour
	$47,632.00 annual salary
	Detective-grant position
	03/10/2019

	Youth Services
	Sarah Lamberson
	$13.00 per hour
	$13.26 per hour
	
	01/25/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:38 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, March 18th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of March 15, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, March 15th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Approved payroll and bills.

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber met with Commissioners to inform them that the new retention pond had a slight breach and some water drained out. The issue has been reported to necessary authorities and once the ground is dry they can repair it and get grass planted to keep it from happening again. It was still dirt and became mud since it was built about a year ago. At 10:30 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive with Scott Kieffaber for matters of personnel for 15 minutes and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:58 a.m. No action taken.

At 11:13 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss potential employment and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:41 a.m. No action taken.

Recessed for lunch at 11:42. Reconvened at 1:15.

At 1:19 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss potential employment and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:45 p.m. No action taken.

Elderly Services Director Amanda Spalding met with Commissioner to inform them that it had recently been discovered that a piece of equipment resembling either a push mower or snow blower was found on the roof of the Senior Citizens Center. No one is sure how it ended up there or how long it has been up there.

At 2:03 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss potential employment and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 2:25 p.m. No action taken.

At 2:30 p.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for 20 minutes to discuss potential employment and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 2:50 p.m. No action taken.

At 3:01 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss potential employment and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 3:11 p.m. No action taken.

At 3:18 p.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for 30 minutes to discuss potential employment and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 3:53 p.m. No action taken.

The meeting adjourned at 3:54 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, March 18th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of March 18, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, March 18th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber presented the Commissioners with pictures of the new safety rail and stairs for the compactor. He is waiting for some adjustments on the stairs before it’s completed. Scott informed the Commissioners that they had repaired a leak on the roof and he has received some information on cities’ cleanup days. Holton, Delia and Hoyt will all be in May and Environmental Services is planning to have HHW and recycling trailers at those sites on their scheduled days. Scott received chemical bids as follows:
· Nutrien Ag Solutions	$196,363.70
· Van Diest		$195,548.29
· Red River Specialties	$215,489.25
· Sims Fertilizer		$208,709.65
The bids are for 2, 4-D Amine, 2, 4-D LV Ester, Tordon 22K, Remedy and PastureGard. Commissioner Kathrens made amotion to accept the bid from Van Diest for $195,548.29 and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. At 9:13 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for matters of personnel with Scott Kieffaber for 5 minutes. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:16 a.m. No action taken.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted one fuel bid:
· Haag Oil $18,769.91
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to accept the bid from Haag Oil $18,769.91 and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Dan reported that he had a pipe collapse needing replaced at 214 and N Roads and he has some road closures due to muddy conditions. He was happy that it did dry out some over the weekend and reported he has scarifiers on the graders and they are to be working on potholes. He has given instructions to blade the sides of the roads and eliminate wind rows to allow for drainage into the ditches. 

County resident Gary New joined the meeting. He stated that he thinks the rock the county gets is crap and that the county should be buying from the quarry in Atchison. Dan Barnett stated the rock the county is purchasing is of good quality and he has the testing data to back that if Gary wanted to see it. Gary stated that 262 Road from 75 Highway to N Road is muddy and he wants 2 inch, clean rock placed there. 
Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the hiring of Lu Griffiths as the Banner Lake Director and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Lu will start April 1st. 

County Appraiser Jason Claycamp met with Commissioners to seek approval for closing his office early on March 29th for ceiling and lighting replacement. The Commissioners agreed to let the office close at noon that day. Deputy Appraiser Kate Immenschuh met with Commissioners to give an update on her classes she is taking to become a certified appraiser. Kate stated she would be done in the fall and would like a pay increase for the 2020 budget to be considered. Chairperson Zwonitzer asked Kate what her current wage is and Kate stated it was $17.10. Kate stated she would like to be in the $19.20-$19.30 per hour range. Chairperson Zwonitzer said they would discuss again at budget time and County Appraiser Jason Claycamp would need to request and present the Commission a job description outlining her additional job duties at that time.

Lori Banks with the Tourism Council met with the Commissioners to discuss grant requests and events. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve $300.00 from the tourism funds that come from the bed tax (not funded from County’s general fund) for Denison Parks and Recreation to use to advertise their Smoking for the Park event in June. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Lori also handed out information on the Bike Across Kansas event for June 14th. Lori also discussed, along with Chairperson Zwonitzer, the Friends of Banner Creek Reservoir fundraising and shelter house plans. They attended the meeting last week and shared plans of a partial enclosed shelter house design with countertops, outlets, a sink and a handicap accessible bathroom. They plan to take pledges for bricks to display donor names and/or logos. The bricks will be sold in the $100-$200 range.

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte met with Commissioners to submit nominations for the Delia fire board. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to reappoint Chris Shearer and Joe Crow to the board and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. All 3 Commissioners attended the recent storm spotter training and Pat estimated 65 attendees total.

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

Bobby and Diane Levick joined the meeting to exchange keys for the new Banner Lake Director. They discussed a few items to be completed once he starts.

Undersheriff Darrel Chapman and Sherri Ladner met with Commissioners to discuss bids received for a new 911 recorder. Bids received as follows:
· Equature	$5,669.00 per year lease agreement plus maintenance after year 1 
($2,298.00 per year through year 5)
· Voice Products(Essential Package) $3,500.00 per year lease agreement plus maintenance after year 1 ($4,774.00 per year starting year 2 and increases annually)
· Voice Products(Professional Package) $4,990.00 per year lease agreement plus maintenance after year 1 ($7,512.00 per year starting year 2 and increases annually)
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to accept the Equature bid for $5,669.00 plus maintenance and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Approved a courthouse lawn request for Jackson County Arts on April 26th from 4-7 p.m.

Signed and approved change order 2018-99.
Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff
	Kelsee Schuetz
	$16.06 per hour
	$
	Resignation/
transfer
	03/15/2019

	Appraiser
	Janell Buck
	$
	$15.00 per hour
	New hire, full time
	01/25/2019

	Appraiser
	Robbi Coder
	$
	$
	Declined position
	03/18/2019

	Banner Lake
	John Kennedy
	$21.58 per hour
	$
	Discharged
	02/11/2019

	Banner Lake 
	Lu Griffiths
	$
	$20.00 per hour
	New hire, full time
	04/01/2019



Signed and approved the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Telcom Construction
	Plow 450 feet of 3pr 22 copper cable from pedestal to house.
	
	17446 98th Road
	3/11/2019



The meeting adjourned at 4:26 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, March 25th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of March 21, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in special session on Thursday, March 21st, 2019 at 9 a.m., County Counselor Alex Morrissey, Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

The Board of County Commissioners were invited for lunch and discussion with the Prairie Band Potawatomi Tribal Council at noon. Attorney Robert Odawi Porter from Seneca, New York led the discussion with a PowerPoint presentation on the “Criminal Jurisdiction Over Indian Lands in Kansas: An Overview for Federal, State and County Officials”. The Commissioners and Council also discussed infrastructure and Federal Impact Aid in reference to completing projects collaboratively.

The meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, March 25th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of March 25, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, March 25th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber discussed setting up a tour with the Holton 3rd graders of the recycling facilities. He reported that he found several boxes in storage containing disposable smocks that they do not use and he gave them to the high school. He would also like to reach out to the school to see if they are interested in painting a recycling trailer with paint from HHW. Scott suggested that instead of shipping the crushed glass off for no fee it could be used as cover at the landfill. This would help save money used for buying dirt to cover with. Scott is heading to Olathe this week to take the Applicators License Test for Noxious Weed.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett reported he has two employees leaving and one is the grader operator for the southeast corner of the county. He has placed ads in the paper for these positions. Dan stated he had received questions about the status of a road from Dustin king and was able to find that the particular road has been vacated since 1963. Dan submitted a contract to be reviewed. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the contract for signage with Traffic Management LLC and KDOT. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. This project is funded through a grant and the only cost to the county will be to have an employee drive a truck and trailer to collect the old signs as they are removed to reuse. The contractors will be placing new stubs and posts. The new posts will be 3 lb U channel as opposed to the current 2 lb posts. Dan received a call from Jim Kramer asking to have 190th from C to C2 closed. The Commissioners will check out the area. He reported that the crews are out grading potholes and fixing soft spots. There is a tube that is sinking on the new chip and seal west of Circleville. A crew is working on a pipe at 214th and N Roads and then all roads should be open again. Farmers are out hauling grain and fertilizer trucks are out on the roads. The county is hauling rock and doing what they can to keep the roads maintained. Commissioner Kathrens stated he wanted to have the drainage corrected this summer before putting down the rock on the roads. At 9:36 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 10 minute executive session with Dan Barnett and Kathy Mick to discuss personnel and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:06 a.m. No action taken. Dan reminded everyone that the Northeast Kansas Highway Officials meeting is Thursday in Lawrence. Commissioner Elmer plans to attend. Chairperson Zwonitzer will be attending the NRCS meeting that day.

At 10:44 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 15 minute executive session with Alex Morrissey, Tara Peek and Kathy Mick to discuss attorney client privilege and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:04 a.m. No action taken.

County resident and Mayetta Fire board member Bob Gay met with Commissioners to give an update on issues with their department. The board has received complaints about the fire chief Todd Stauffer and after discussing the concern, the board could not find any reason to justify termination. One fire board member disagreed and left the fire board meeting. Bob stated that some fire fighters have threatened to leave because the chief was not terminated and Bob was seeking guidance on how to handle the situation. Bob said his duty is to the tax payers and that is what he tries to do. Chairperson Zwonitzer said that the Commissioners receive and approve appointments for boards but do not have authority over the fire districts and she suggested he discuss this with Emergency Management Director Pat Korte and County Counselor Alex Morrissey. Keith Reicherter, Mayetta Fire board member, joined the meeting to give his thoughts on the matter. He too would discuss with Pat and Alex at a later time.

County Counselor Alex Morrissey updated the Commissioners on the status of the county’s .4% tax bill. She would follow up with Rep. Francis Awerkamp.

Recessed for lunch at 12:01. Reconvened at 1:03.

Discussed the sales tax bill.

Approved an Emergency Vehicle Designation Application for Dakota Harris.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the minutes of March 15th as written and March 18th as amended. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0.

Road and Bridge employee Jason Ross joined the meeting to discuss his resignation with the Commissioners. He stated that Dan has been great to work with and always available to answer any questions he had. He enjoyed his time with the county but was offered a better position with Bettis Asphalt.

The Commissioners, Alex Morrissey and Tara Peek left chambers to view county roads including 2 areas where requests were made to close roads, 190th from C to C2 and Cedar Bluffs. No action taken.


Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Road and Bridge
	Richard Spielman
	$12.97
	$
	Resignation
	03/28/2019

	Road and Bridge
	Jason Ross
	$16.38
	$
	Resignation
	01/29/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, April 1st, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of March 29, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Friday, March 29th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Approved payroll and bills.

Chairperson Zwonitzer updated the board on her recent meeting with NRCS. She discussed adding forrestry to the shoreline to help stabilize it and possibly adding a clause to the hay land leases in regards to nitrates.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett informed Commissioners that a wood plank bridge box structure just before 134 and S Roads sloughed off and fell. They are replacing it with a tube.

At 10:28 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss personnel for 10 minutes with Dan Barnett, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. The session extended 15 minutes and reopened at 11:02p.m. 

Commissioners decided that when hiring a KPERS retiree for positions that are not seasonal or temporary and require 630 or more hours of work per year, Jackson County, Kansas will allow the adjustment of the hourly pay rate currently reflected in the county pay plan of 30% less than the rate at which this employee would be hired at if they were not a KPERS retiree. This is due to a penalty imposed for hiring an employee who has retired from KPERS. Newly hired employees must not be seasonal or temporary as well as working more than 630 hours per year and make more than $25,000.00 per year for this lesser pay rate to apply. All raises will be reduced by the additional employer’s KPERS rate.

The meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, April 1st, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of April 1, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, April 1st, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Lu Griffiths, the new Banner Creek Reservoir Director met with the Commissioners and received keys and instructions to start his first day at the lake.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted a right of way request. He reported that a tube was out at 134th and R6 Roads and the area was closed until it can be repaired. At 9:06 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 30 minute executive session with Dan Barnett, Alex Morrissey, Kathy Mick, Chad Gerhardt, Sales with Mid-States Materials and Rich Eckert, General Council, Mid-States Materials to discuss economic development and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:23 a.m. No action taken.

Received notice by email that Elaine Chartier resigned from the Mayetta Fire Board.

County resident Gale Liggatt joined the meeting. He reported that Y Road from highway 9 south to 286th Road was in need of work. He stated that Parallel Farms uses the road frequently for fertilizer and fuel sales and the heavy traffic has effected the road. Gale stated his road was so bad that the mailman would not deliver his mail. Gale does not feel the motor grader operator is grading the road properly. Commissioner Kathrens explained that they are aware of the conditions of the roads and that they cannot do much until the weather allows and the road will get attention by the end of summer. 

Received a request from Kramer to vacate a portion of 190th from C-C2. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to deny the request to vacate and leave the status as closed. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. 

Left chambers at 10:30 a.m. to go to Banner Lake to meet with staff. Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb accompanied the Commissioners as they met with the new director, Administrative Assistant Susan Rollins and park hosts. 

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

Met with Cindy Hower with Kellerman Insurance to renew services for 2019 on the county’s worker’s compensation insurance coverage through BerkleyNet. Cindy informed the Commissioners that a new provider will be added next year in addition to BerkleyNet. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve an agreement with Kellerman Insurance for an annual fee of $1200.00 and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 
County resident Walt Wells joined the meeting to discuss lagoon requirements.

Received a request from Hoyt Fire for a donation to purchase fireworks. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve $500.00 from the alcohol tax financed, parks and recreation fund, for Hoyt Fire and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Left chambers with Alex Morrissey and Tara Peek to view road conditions in the southeast corner of the county. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve a 4 year lease agreement with Logan Business Solutions for a copier and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve a liquor license for $35 and a liquor stamp for $25 for Dollar General located in Hoyt. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0.

County Clerk Kathy Mick requested an executive session to discuss personnel for 5 minutes. At 4:33 p.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion for 5 minutes to discuss personnel with Alex Morrissey, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 4:36 p.m. No action taken.

Signed and approved change orders 2018-100 through 131.

Received a public notice regarding proposed Kansas Water Pollution Control Permits for Agricultural and Related Wastes and Authorization to Discharge under the National pollutant Discharge Elimination System for Wehner Farms.

Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	DJ Chance
	New house construction
	
	16208 94th Road Topeka, KS
	3/28/2019




Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff
	Travis Mumma
	$18.00
	$18.30
	Length of service increase
	02/01/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, April 8th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of April 8, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, April 8th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber informed Commissioners that he is working with cities to provide recycling and HHW trailers on their city wide cleanup days. He shared pricing for roll off containers from the City of Holton’s cleanup efforts from last year. He reported that the walk out door is complete and that the concrete work at the landfill should start today. He would like to look into having some concrete slabs on the north and south sides of the recycling building to direct water away from entering the building. Commissioner Elmer suggested he take a look at the guttering to see if it could be contributing to the problem as well. Scott stated he would like to get an I-beam or other material from a bridge replacement to use as a barrier for pushing against at the recycling building. He thinks this would help eliminate the problems caused from pushing cardboard to load into the bailer. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett introduced new truck driver Becky McClane to the Commissioners. Commissioner Kathrens notified Dan of the road concerns on U/U4 and County Line Road south of Larkinburg that had been reported to him. He also passed along a thank you for the work done on J Road from a county resident. Per Dan’s request, Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss personnel for 20 minutes with Dan, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. It began at 9:32 a.m. and reopened at 9:54 a.m. No action taken. 
The Commissioners reviewed the Nemaha County Wind Farm project and discussed road use in Jackson County for this project. 
Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-05 Establishing Cereal Malt Beverage Fees and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

At 10:23 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for attorney client privilege with Alex Morrissey, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek present for 5 minutes. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:27 a.m. No action taken.

Northeast Kansas Environmental Services Martha Smith, Logan Bausch and Angie Reith met with Commissioners to give their 2018 annual report. They requested the same budget for 2020. They reported the following:
· 27 new permits
· 19 completed systems
· 65 property resale system evaluations
· 6 well screens
Martha stated they have also started a Facebook account to give people a way to find pertinent information regarding environmental services provided by NEKES. Additionally, Angie Reith requested the Commissioners support in arranging the 4H building to be used as a MOU plan for the health department. The Commissioners stated they were on board with that plan.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths met with Commissioners to give his weekly report. He stated he had 12-14 campers over the weekend and lots of fishers. He has Ray Korte starting work tomorrow and they are getting all water turned on and ready for the season. He has been working on the pump and roads and would like to get some gravel. The Commissioners told him to contact Dan Barnett for the gravel and Lu said he could possibly haul and spread it himself. He would like to look at getting a trailer to haul the Bobcat over to the south side when needed. Chairperson Zwonitzer invited Lu to attend the next Friends of Banner Creek Reservoir meeting on April 17th. Lu submitted 2 contracts for approval. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the contract for pest control at the lake with Grass Roots for $95.00 per month and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Chairperson Zwonitzer approved a park ambassador agreement with Diane Levick for $800.00 per month.

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

The Commissioners left chambers at 1:30 p.m. with Alex Morrissey and Tara Peek to view the eastern parts of districts 1 and 2. Returned to chambers at 3:23 p.m.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the April 1st minutes as written and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Signed and approved change orders 2018-132 through 134.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Banner Lake 	
	Edward Galster
	$9.26
	$9.55
	seasonal
	04/15/2019

	Banner Lake	
	Raymond Korte
	$9.26
	$9.55
	seasonal
	04/08/2019

	Banner Lake	
	Robin Levick
	$9.26
	$9.55
	seasonal
	04/08/2019

	Road and Bridge	
	Rebeca McClane
	$
	$15.57
	Hired full time truck driver
	04/22/2019




The meeting adjourned at 3:36 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, April 15th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of April 15, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, April 15th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Kellerman Real Estate representative Cindy Hower met with Commissioners to discuss volunteer firefighters’ workers compensation coverage. At 8:58 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for 5 minutes for attorney client privilege with Cindy Hower and Alex Morrissey. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:08 a.m. No action taken.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted fuel lines as follows:
· Knotty Pine $20,070.00
· Haag Oil      $19,606.91
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to accept the Haag Oil bid and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Kathrens informed Dan that P3 Lane could use some rock at the curve. Dan stated he has been doing training with new employees on motor grader operating. 

County Appraiser Jason Claycamp met with Commissioners to discuss scheduling a special meeting on May 16th for a zoning change. The Commissioners agreed to the date.

Received a request from the Holton Ball Association for $2,500.00 in funding from the alcohol tax, parks and recreation fund. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the $2,500.00 request and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Received a phone call from Ryan Burdiek about the concerns from a wind farm that is being developed in Nemaha County and how it could impact Jackson County. Chairperson Zwonitzer explained that the wind farm and its effects are on the Commission’s radar and they will be discussing as the project continues.

Ashlee York and Janet Carpenter met with Commissioners to discuss the event planning they are working on for accommodating the Bike Across Kansas group on June 14th. They expect 800 people and their support staff to arrive that afternoon. They have coordinated lodging at the Holton High School for the group and have vendors and music planned for the square. They requested permission to host a beer garden on the courthouse lawn with double snow fencing. The Commissioners stated they would discuss the request and let them know what they decide.

Linda Gerhardt, Lisa Miller and Sally Jo Alley met with Commissioners to discuss their request to hire a part time, on call IT person. They introduced Tim Blevins as their recommendation. Tim explained his background and experience and suggested he would start with staff training and prioritize areas of need after a complete evaluation. The Commissioners stated that they agreed there was a need and would discuss a contract for services with Alex Morrissey.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths submitted a Park Host agreement with Will Harder for the south side. Lu stated he has hauled some rock to the lake roadways, placed fish feeders and mowing. They will start control burning and spraying trails soon. He is also looking into getting signage ready for the season for rules and regulations at the lake.

Chairperson Zwonitzer informed the board that there is a meeting at 10 am on the 18th with the City of Holton Manager Kerwin McKee, Greg Tanking and KDOT officials to discuss replacing the curb and adding a sidewalk on the south side of the courthouse along Highway 16. They will need a resolution before they are able to proceed.

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

At 1:10 p.m. Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss economic development with Tara Peek present and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:13 p.m. No action taken. 

Juvenile Intake Director Brooke Smith met with Commissioners to discuss her new office space. She stated that Kanza is organizing an open house event in May. She also requested permission to seek bids for a large conference table for the new space. She will be back next week with grant paperwork for approval.

At 2 p.m. the Commissioners and Tara Peek left chambers to view the Sheriff’s Department shop that was formerly the Road and Bridge shop. The area is also used for storing seized vehicles and recently they built a custom walk in freezer to store pallets of food for prisoner meals.

Signed and approved change order 2018-135

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of April 8th and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Elmer left the meeting at 3:35 p.m.

Commissioner Elmer joined the meeting by phone. Chairperson Zwonitzer asked for thoughts on allowing the beer garden for the BAK event. Commissioner Elmer stated he did not want to set a precedent to allow beer consumption on the county courthouse grounds. Chairperson Zwonitzer felt that it would be well staffed and contained and since it was for a specific, large event she was in favor. She stated they could still review all other requests on a case by case basis and would not have to allow everyone who asks to do this on the grounds. Commissioner Kathrens was against allowing the beer garden to be on the grounds and felt it could affect the other establishments that serve beer.

Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Star-Tek LLC.
	Install private water line
	
	Q Road
	04/15/2019

	Bluestem Electric
	Build power line for new home
	
	238th Road 
	04/15/2019

	Telcom Construction
	Bore for new pedestal
	
	M Road
	04/15/2019




Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Road and Bridge	
	Richard Spielman
	$
	$15.14 per hour
	Hired full time
	04/10/2019

	Sheriff	
	Brian Folds
	$
	$16.57 per hour
	Hired full time
	04/29/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:11 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, April 22nd, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of April 22, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, April 22nd, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 
City of Holton Street Superintendent Greg Tanking met with Commissioners to discuss the curb and sidewalk project for the south side of the courthouse alongside Highway 16. He brought a rendering of where the curb will be placed and the handicap accessible areas for crossing the streets. He also presented an agreement with KDOT and City of Holton to be submitted for completion of this project. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into the agreement and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber met with Commissioners to discuss some issues with the used recycling trailer that was recently purchased for his department. He stated that cracks in the frame were discovered when the trailer was lifted in preparation for road use. He had contacted the seller, Pro-Tainer and they stated it was sold as is. He feels they should repair the damages and the Commissioners agreed to have County Counselor Alex Morrissey check the purchase agreement and see what could be done. Scott reported that some residents of Brown County stated they were told to bring their HHW to Jackson County. He explained to them that HHW only takes in county waste. They decided to send a letter to Brown County to offer them an agreement to dispose of their waste for a fee as we do with Doniphan County. Scott discussed the concrete projects needed for his various departments. He figured he and his staff could pour the pads and save some money. The Commissioners gave their approval. They also suggested he look into guttering to help with the water drainage issues at the HHW and recycling buildings. Scott stated they could be hosting students for a possible field trip on May 8th from Holton.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett presented the bid for the bridge project by Delia, #C4914 for a total of $299,831.00 and the county’s portion will be $66,000.00. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to accept the Authority to Award Contract Commitment of County Funds with Reece Construction Company of Scandia, Kansas and KDOT. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Kathrens asked Dan to look at the corner of P3 Lane. He said it still needs some rock at the end before it turns into a private drive. Chairperson Zwonitzer asked to have the area of 222nd and R/R4 looked at as she was informed of some residents’ concerns for that area. Dan informed Commissioners he is scheduling motor grader training with Foley Equipment for early May. At 9:23 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 15 minute executive session to discuss attorney client privilege with Dan Barnett, Kathy Mick, Tara Peek and Alex Morrissey present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session opened at 10:08 a.m. No action taken. 

At 10:09 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 15 minute executive session for attorney client privilege with Kathy Mick, Tara Peek and Alex Morrissey present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:24 a.m. No action taken.

Received notification that someone had driven into the pillar of the overhang at the Senior Center/Health Department building. BOCC left chambers to view the damages along with Dan Barnett, Road and Bridge Director.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve a request from Lisa Smith with Kansas Search and Rescue to use Banner Creek Reservoir free of charge for the training of her cadaver dogs. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0.

Lori Banks from the Tourism Council met with Commissioners to submit a request for tourism bed tax funds for the Holton Chamber of Commerce for $7,000.00 to cover advertising all their events for the year 2019 as listed:
· Hall of Fame-February 6
· City Wide Garage Sales-April 26 & 27
· Easter Egg Hunt-April 20
· Glory Days-May 25
· July Jubilee-June 29
· Cruise Night-August 9
· Movie Night-July 12
· City Wide Garage Sales-September 6 & 7
· Fall Fest-October 12
· Christmas homes Tour-December 7
· Small Town Christmas-December 7
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the $7,000 request and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Lori also reported that the new Banner Creek Reservoir Director attended the last tourism meeting and Friends of Banner are planning some fundraising during the Bike Across Kansas event.

At 11:34 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 45 minute executive session with Sheriff Tim Morse, Kathy Mick, Tara Peek and Alex Morrissey to discuss attorney client privilege. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 12:23 p.m. No action taken.

Recessed for lunch at 12:24. Reconvened at 1:00.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths, NRCS Technician Brad McAllister, DOC Technician Joseph Kennedy and Jackson Co. Conservation District Manager Brian Boeckman met with the Commissioners to give more information about a wetlands project at the lake proposed by Roberta Spencer. The proposed wetlands area would be used for educational purposes and for filtration of runoff water. Brian explained that he would be working on funding options with grants and Brad estimated it would cost around $15,000.00 for the dirt work and pipe installation. The plants and any signage would be an added cost. Chairperson Zwonitzer asked the group to look into other options as well that could be useful for water filtration at the lake area to help with the high nitrate level in the water. The Commissioners discussed adding setbacks when they renew the hay land leases or possibly prohibiting the use of fertilizers. Brad presented an unofficial rendering of the proposed wetland site and stated they would need a survey also. Commissioner Kathrens stated he would like their departments to identify other areas for the site because he felt the proposed site was too close to the road. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to allow the preliminary steps for the proposed wetland project to continue and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Lu reported that all the water hydrants are repaired and working. They are continuing to trim trees, mow and spray weeds. He would like to get more gravel soon when there is a truck available for him to use. He reported they had around 40 campers over the weekend and the Fishing Derby is rescheduled for June 15th.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of April 15th and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Signed and approved Change Orders 2018-136 through 138.

Commissioner Kathrens left Chambers at 3:02 p.m. for an appointment and returned around 4:15 p.m. 

Merlin and Judy Arnold joined the meeting with Kathy Mick to inform the Commissioners they had discovered 2 abandoned cemeteries that are not located in cemetery districts. The Commissioners made arrangements with the Arnolds to view the cemeteries at a later meeting.

Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to appoint Commissioner Elmer as the voting delegate for KCAMP/KWORCC at the conference and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Received a letter requesting funds of $10,000.00 from Northeast Kansas Environmental Services for the 2020 budget. This is the same amount appropriated in 2019 for their services. No action taken.







Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	RWD #3
	Relocation of main for new bridge
	
	20615 G Road
	05/06/2019




Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Dispatch	
	Ryann Saunders
	$15.01
	$
	Resignation
	04/16/2019

	Sheriff	
	Chad Ballenger
	$
	$16.28
	Hired full time
	04/22/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:29 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, April 29th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of April 29, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, April 29th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber reported that he is needing the County Counselor to write a letter to Brown County offering a contract for disposal of their HHW and also guidance on the repairs needed on a recently purchased recycling trailer. Scott stated that they received recycling bins for the Holton 5th graders to use as they are in charge of the recycling at their school building. They will be coming out for a tour on May 8th of the county facilities for recycling. This class will also be painting panels to be placed on a recycling trailer. The Commissioners asked Scott to seek guttering bids for the buildings to help with water drainage. Scott will be attending the NRCS meeting at 11 a.m. today.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett requested approval to purchase a spray patcher for filling pot holes. He sent Road and Bridge Mechanic Bryson Bain to look the machine over before bidding on it through an online auction. The Commissioners agreed to the purchase if it is in good working condition. Dan reported that motor grading training from Foley Equipment will be held on June 6th and 7th. Dan is having some core drillings taken in various places on 254th Road east of Q4 to help determine issues with the road base. Dan reported he has $109,000.00 left in his rock budget minus the order he recently placed for material and asked for use of the Commissioners rock budget of $200,000.00. The Commissioners agreed to his request as the roads are in need of extra maintenance this year. At 9:40 a.m. Dan Barnett requested an executive session to discuss personnel and Commissioner Kathrens made a motion. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:51 a.m. No action taken.

County Resident Charlie Rickel joined the meeting to inform the Commissioners that he is having issues with his neighbor regarding the repair of a shared fence line. The property is in the 126th and U4/V4 Roads area. The Commissioners stated they would have the County Counselor look into the legal options available.

Approved a courthouse lawn use request for the Holton school band on May 16th.

Senior Center Director Amanda Spalding met with Commissioners to discuss the damages to the building last week after someone drove into a pillar and bench. KCAMP Insurance Representative Jes Pfannenstiel reportedly came to survey the damages and decided that the pillar, bench and seamless gutter need replaced. He also noted that the beam above the pillar will need reinstalled and there were some cracks in the brick behind the bench. In addition to these damages caused by the collision, he suggested replacing all the pillars as they have some signs of wood rot. The Commissioners gave Amanda a list of contractors in the area to call for bid requests.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported his department is working on mowing, trimming cedar trees and repairing tables. He stated they had 30 or so campers over the weekend and he is still seeking firewood bids.

Received a petition to disorganize the Straight Creek drainage district and the meeting will be held at 10 a.m. on May 28th.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to proclaim May 19th through May 25th as Emergency Medical Services week in Jackson County and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Recessed for lunch at 12:24. Reconvened at 1:00.

Belinda Estes from NEK-CAP met with Commissioners to renew the ESG Homeless Grant paperwork. She informed the Commissioners that some of the families they are assisting through this program have not found housing yet so they requested an extension from the grant source to use up the remaining funds. They are requesting the same amount for next year and she will be submitting an updated contract soon. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to continue facilitation of the ESG funds with Jackson County and NEK-CAP and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Received a phone message from Carrie Saia regarding hospital billing and the corrections department. Chairperson Zwonitzer forwarded the message to Sheriff Tim Morse.

Commissioner Elmer took a call from a concerned resident about the road conditions on 110th west of highway 75. 

Juvenile Intake Director Brooke met with Commissioners to renew the Juvenile Justice Comprehensive Plan Grant funds paperwork with the Kansas Department of Corrections, Juvenile Services Division. She also requested approval to use remaining grant funds to purchase a new car. She would trade in a car used by her department for a replacement with lower miles. The JCAB board approved her request and asked her to submit a bid from each of the 3 dealerships in Holton. The Commissioners agreed to this request as well.

At 2:12 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 10 minute executive session for attorney client privilege with Alex Morrissey and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motioned carried 3/0. Session reopened at 2:32 p.m. No action taken. 

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte submitted an updated Emergency Operations Plan for 2019 and the Commissioners approved it. Also approved the reappointment of Jon Gwartney to the Delia Fire Board, term to expire on December 31st, 2021.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of April 22nd and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 
Received a thank you from the Royal Valley High School After Prom for the donation received from the county.

County Counselor Alex Morrissey drafted a letter to Brown County regarding Household Hazardous Waste disposal. Alex also drafted a letter to CINTAS regarding the cancellation of uniform rental services for Road and Bridge.


Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff	
	Meagan Rubanick
	$
	$13.00 per hour
	Temporary part time
	04/25/2019

	Sheriff	
	Richard Myers
	$20.10 per hour
	$
	Resignation
	05/13/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, May 6th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of May 6, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, May 6th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek and County Clerk Kathy Mick recorded the minutes. 

Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber reported he received one bid for guttering and has not heard back from the other contractors. The contractor stated that dirt work around the buildings would be the best way to eliminate the water leaking into the building and possibly an underground routed down spout to drain to the north.

Road and Bridge Administrative Assistant Twila White met with Commissioners to submit a ROW petition and 2 purchase orders. She submitted one fuel bid from Knotty Pine for $19,810.00. No other bids were received. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to accept the Knotty Pine bid and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Kathrens and Commissioner Elmer informed Twila of road concerns at 182nd and G Road, 246th and J Road east to Highway 79 and K Road. 

County Appraiser Jason Claycamp requested approval to purchase 2 new computers from Dell for his department. The computers to be replaced are 6 and 10 years old. The Commissioner agreed to the purchases from his budget.

Chairperson Zwonitzer gave an update on HB 2160 regarding the county being able to put .4% sales tax question on the ballot for our voters. She and Commissioner Elmer learned from Jay Hall, KAC Legislative Director at the KCCA Conference in Junction City during his update that HB 2160 was in danger of not passing because of action taken in Conference Committee, passed out of Conference Committee with content of other bills not yet passed combined with Jackson County’s and would go back onto the Senate Floor another vote later that day. Chairperson Zwonitzer called Representative Francis Awerkamp and Senator Dennis Pyle. Senator Pyle did not answer or respond and Rep. Awerkamp was not available but his assistant gave Chairperson Zwonitzer the contact information to all the Conference Committee members for HB 2160. Commissioner Elmer and Chairperson Zwonitzer made calls to all Committee members to stress the importance of this sales tax for county road maintenance. Chairperson Zwonitzer stated that she appreciated Senator Marci Francisco’s effort in speaking in favor of Jackson County during the May 3rd session to allow the sales tax question to be on the ballot. The Legislature will resume on May 29th and the HB2160 has yet to be approved. The bill is now back into the House as HB 2140.

County Resident Charlie Rickel spoke to Commissioner Elmer via phone about his fence issue. Commissioner Elmer responded with information regarding requesting an official fence viewing.


Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported that his department continues to work on mowing, spraying, bench and trail maintenance. Lu has also been repairing the sewer pump and lines on the north side. He is waiting for parts to come in the mail to complete the repairs. Chairperson Zwonitzer informed Lu that the Commissioners would like to see some lightning protection for electrical the control box used for the sewer pump and motors.

Recessed for lunch at 12:24. Reconvened at 1:00.

Jackson County Youth Coalition members and sponsors met with Commissioners to give an overview of the activities they organized and the messages shared with help from the county’s annual appropriation. Holton High School Principal Wittmer spoke on behalf of the organization and the opportunity it allows for the county schools to work together. Holton members Lauren Moore, Olivia Summers and Sarah Holliday shared the programs their school developed for their student body to spread awareness on issues like safe driving, alcohol and tobacco abstinence and unity among peers. This included freshmen orientation tours and ice breakers, seatbelt use pledges and prizes, assigned lunch seating by matching tray icons to switch up friend groups, drive in movie for students and went to capital to push for raising the age to buy tobacco products to 21. Holton students also sold grape Crush pop and sent notes to support Madison Taliaferro, a fellow JCYC member who suffered from Cystic Fibrosis. Jackson Heights students Sarah Marshall, Kati Woltje and Edward Mandala mentioned hosting the county wide dance at the 4H building, speaker Sheila Hasenkamp whose son died for 7 minutes from alcohol poisoning, speaker Jennifer Hays on nicotine and vaping dangers, Kahoot social media quiz and sticker shock campaign to prevent adults from purchasing alcohol for minors. Royal Valley students Hadley Gregory and Maddie Saia noted mentoring the elementary students, bake sale benefit for Jackson County Christmas Bureau, sidewalk chalk facts about smoking, spirit week representing themes for each day and leadership conference attendance. The students thanked the Commissioners for the funds they receive that allow them to complete the education and to further their purpose of the Coalition.

Left chambers at 1:50 p.m. to view an abandoned cemetery with Judy Arnold found on Gary and Janine Sawyer’s property. Returned to chambers at 2:45 p.m. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of April 29th and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Approved change orders 2018-139 and 140.

Approved an agreement with Timothy Blevins for IT services as needed at an hourly rate.

Received an email from Ellie Klepees regarding her concerns for the Mayetta Fire Board and Chief Stauffer. 

Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	Road and Bridge
	6627
	Welborn
	pipe
	$13,071.00

	Road and Bridge
	6626
	ConAg Auctions
	Patching machine
	$5,610.00






Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff	
	Damien Rubanick
	$
	$15.29
	Hired full time
	05/01/2019

	Sheriff	
	Breanna Knight
	$15.01
	$15.54
	Intro period complete
	03/10/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:06 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, May 13th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of May 13, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, May 13th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted his proposal for the 2019 chip and seal projects. Dan stated he would like to get the patching done by the end of June and start chipping early July. Currently his department is focusing on pot holes and smoothing out the rock roads. County resident Marvin Vance joined the meeting to discuss a road concern. He stated that 270th Road west of Soldier needed attention and that he has been waiting for 2 years and nothing has been done. Dan will follow up with the road concern. The Commissioners and Dan also discussed potholes and wash boards on 182nd Road. Dan requested an executive session to discuss personnel. At 9:26 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:40 a.m. No action taken.

Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber reported that his department will repair the frame on the new recycling trailer themselves and Pro-Tainer will refund $750.00 of the purchase price paid by the county. He stated that they were in their second week of hauling their own trash to the landfill and it was going well so far. On the 8th the Holton fifth graders came out to tour the facilities and asked many questions. 

Received a letter from the Sheriff asking for funds of $10,000.00 from the alcohol tax fund to purchase a new police dog after one recently passed away. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the purchase of a new dog at $10,000.00 from the alcohol tax fund and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

At 10:47 a.m. Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session for attorney client privilege for 10 minutes with Alex Belveal and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:00 a.m. No action taken. 

Continued discussion about the proposed chip and seal plan for Road and Bridge.

Recessed for lunch at 12:24. Reconvened at 1:00.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported that he had repaired the grinder pump and it is working properly now. Lu asked about Peachy Hill Adventures using the lake property and the Commissioners informed him that he needed to get a use agreement and liability insurance information from the owners prior to the activities taking place. Lu informed Commissioners that he had met with NRCS again about the wetlands project and that Ducks Unlimited and KS Wildlife and Parks have shown interest in helping out with a possible cost share and signage. They are considering 2 sites for the wetlands locations. He also stated that he would be cleaning up the trees on the west side as they have grown too close together and is considering purchasing some bikes that could be rented out along with the paddle boards and kayaks.

At 1:11 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session with Lu Griffiths to discuss personnel for 10 minutes and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:23 p.m. No action taken. 

Public Health Administrator Angie Reith and Director of Operations Kristina Romine met with Commissioners to request $79,000.00 for the NEK Multi County Health Department for the 2020 budget. They updated the Commissioners on the programs available through their department for prescription, dental, health and mental health discount coverage, summer food program, breastfeeding, clothing give away and community baby shower. They explained that they have utilized social media to spread awareness of their programs including a recent topic about tick borne illnesses. They discussed having interest in having their fluorescent lighting switched over to LED lighting similar to the courthouse. 

Chamber Director Lori Banks and Administrative Assistant Ashlee York met with Commissioners to request their presence as judges for the upcoming Glory Days car show.

Kanza CEO David Jasper met with Commissioners to request they adopt a proclamation to designate the month of May as Mental Health Month in Jackson County. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to adopt the proclamation and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. David also discussed the newly remodeled space that Juvenile Intake moved into at the Kanza owned Moser building and to expect an Open House invite mid-June.

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte submitted an Emergency Vehicle Designation Application for Larry Wallace.

Jacob Wareham with Kansas.gov met with Commissioners to discuss his tech company’s payment processing service through a website link for park entry fees. He asked them to consider utilizing this service for Banner Creek Reservoir so that patrons could purchase their passes with their card. It would be convenient for those who rarely carry cash and they could show the park’s staff their receipt of purchase from their cell phone as they enter. The Commissioners suggested Jacob discuss these services with the Banner Lake Director Lu Griffiths. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Facility use during a Public Health Emergency with NEK Multi County Health and the Fair Board to use their facilities if needed for an emergency situation.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of March 29th and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of May 6th and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Received an email from Justin Gregory regarding road concerns on 142nd Road, S road, U4 Road and specifically 142nd and T Road where the potholes and washboards are an issue. He stated he wanted the county to use his tax dollars to regularly maintain the roads with their graders.

Received an email from Joe Cox stating his concerns for 110th Road. He asked if there was a plan this summer to level out and re pave it. The Commissioners forwarded both emails to the Road and Bridge Director. 

Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	Appraiser
	6730
	Dell
	2 computers
	$2,356.16



The meeting adjourned at 4:18 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, May 20th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of May 15, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Wednesday, May 15th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Approved payroll and bills.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted a revised chip and seal plan for the Board to consider. Commissioner Kathrens stated that if the first section of 254th Road (Q4-S) does not get done then he would like to chip 254th from T-W. He does not want 254th Road to go untouched. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the amended 2019 Chip and Seal Plan and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. The plan is listed below:
· 214 (Q-R.6)
· E (134-142)
· 254 (I-J.2)
· 110 (N-S)
· 162 (Q-Q4)
· 214 (P-P4)
· 222 (O4-P)
· 246 (P3-P4)
· O (230-235)
· Q (190-226)
· E (142-158)
· 254 (Q4-S)
· Patching all chip and seal roads
254 Road (Q4-S) will be torn up and the base rebuilt including a cement treated base before being chipped. Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett stated that the county should be in a position after these projects are complete to begin a 4 year rotation schedule for total overlays to be done on all current chip and seal roads. 

County Resident Gale Liggatt joined the meeting to inform Commissioners that he thinks the grader operators are taking rock from the crown of the roads. Commissioner Kathrens stated that the Board is addressing these concerns with the Road and Bridge Director and it will take some time to correct. 

Commissioner Elmer took a phone call from a recent county visitor regarding her personal experience during her stay.

The meeting adjourned at 10:29 a.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, May 20th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of May 20, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, May 20th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Gayle Dunn and Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Dan and Charlie Barrow joined the meeting. Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber informed the Commissioners that although they terminated their contract with Waste Management on the 29th of April, they are still attempting to pick up the trash. The employees tell the driver and he states that it has not been removed from his route so he will continue to stop. Environmental Services is now hauling their trash to the county landfill since ending services with Waste Management. Scott stated that the Holton Elementary fifth graders have submitted artwork for the recycling trailer. He mentioned some areas of concern after the recent Kansas Department of Labor inspection. He has already addressed adding some eye wash stations and will need to have some wiring looked at that is without conduit coming from an electrical box. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted a ROW petition for approval. He also reported that the green Mack truck is in need of repairs that are estimated to be around $20,000.00. He will give a better estimate once he finds out more. Dan mentioned that at the zoning meeting on the 16th, concerns were brought up that some roads and bridges may not be suitable for the heavy loads coming from the prospective quarry. Dan stated he looked at the bridge files and W Road and U4 Road were not eligible for designated truck routes because the bridge capacities on those routes would not support the weight. He discussed 142 Road R to W and 134 Road W to Y as possible designated routes. Road maintenance agreements, dust control, road widening and ditch cleaning were also discussed in relation to the quarry project. He informed the Commissioners that the special use permit for a quarry passed upon approval of an agreement with the county and Mid-States Materials. Chairperson Zwonitzer asked Dan to meet with County Counselor Alex Belveal to discuss the road maintenance agreement and then report back the BOCC. Dan mentioned he has already begun reviewing other county’s agreements in preparation and that he is still waiting for a bid from Coughlin Company for the 254 Road concrete treated base project. 

County residents Dan and Charlie Barrow discussed their concerns for the proposed quarry near their property, outside Denison. Katrina Barrow was also present. They were concerned with how the zoning meeting went, stating they felt they were late to the meeting because of an error in the newspaper and they felt it was not discussed thoroughly before being voted in favor of by the board of zoning. They stated they understand that the county needs a quarry but they have several factors they want the county to consider before letting the project begin. The first issue they addressed was that the location from Highway 75, which they feel is unusual with where quarries are typically located. They are concerned for the safety of the children waiting in the dark for the busses in the morning and the extra traffic from everyone hauling rock out from the quarry. Barrows did say that they were pleased to know the company leasing the land was Bettis as they feel they are the top quality for quarry operations. They are asking the watershed board to send a letter asking the BOCC to refrain from finalization of an agreement until they can get a geological and environmental survey. Commissioner Kathrens said he thought they brought some valid points that need to be discussed to their attention and Chairperson Zwonitzer said the BOCC would do their due diligence. 

Received a letter from Sheriff Tim Morse about a concern to an obstruction of view south of 110 Road on S Road. He stated the evergreen trees make it hard to cross safely. The Commissioners referred the concern to Road and Bridge.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths informed Commissioners that the gate attendant and boat shack workers have been hired. He has been working on planting grass seed and flowers. He stated he had some expired fire extinguishers to address from his inspection. He is looking to replace 2 kayaks and would like to purchase some bikes and a canoe for rentals. Commissioner Kathrens asked if the boat shack was profitable and Lu stated it has been. He wants to add a canoe so if a family or someone with children too young to kayak alone wanted to rent, they could as well. He reported that the science center area was recently burnt off. He is looking to build a shade structure to be placed at the swim beach that would have a slab base and a table. He would also like to place a bench there that was donated as a memorial to a Road and Bridge employee who passed away recently. He thinks this shade area will be great for families. He reported that the south side and campground C were full and only a few spots were left at A. The lake had been about 2 feet over full but has gone down some. All boat ramps remain useable and there have been people coming from other lakes because they are closed from flooding. The BOCC asked if he had met with Jacob Wareham about the card payment options and he had. Lu stated he was interested in utilizing these services as the younger people carry less cash and it would be convenient for the patrons. It would also list our facilities on a map which would be good publicity for our lake. Lu also stated they had 25 fishing boats on the lake one day last week. 

IT contractor Tim Blevins met with Commissioners to update them on the cybersecurity training set up for Wednesday offered through Homeland Security. The assessment had been suggested by the Secretary of State’s Election office at the recent Clerk’s conference held in Geary County. Tim would like to set up PC user training for employees soon. The BOCC gave their approval and said to let County Clerk Kathy Mick decide who should attend.

Recessed for lunch at 12:24. Reconvened at 1:00.

Received a letter from Juvenile Intake Director Brooke Smith asking for renewal of a JCAB board member for Lance Lewis, mental health center representative and a replacement for Shelly Rickstrew, retiring educational representative. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to reappoint Lance Lewis and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. The BOCC will discuss options for the vacancy in the educational position.

Holton Recorder Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Received a letter from Northeast Kansas Area Agency on Aging requesting $2,102.00 for their 2020 budget appropriation.

Ali asked the Commissioners about the recent zoning meeting regarding the quarry. They explained that the next step is a hearing at 1 p.m. on June 3rd. Ali also asked about the sales tax question they are waiting to find out if the legislature will allow on the November ballot.

Dan and Charlie Barrow returned to the meeting. They reported that Marilyn from the watershed office is making calls and to expect a letter from the watershed district’s attorney asking the Commissioners to wait to take action until the geological survey can be completed. It is Barrow’s request that this survey and an environmental study are done by an independent agency, outside of Bettis. The Barrow’s shared concerns for access to the pastures they rent and were told that the geologist said they would not go west of rock ledge although the paperwork shows they can go clear to the fence line. Charlie stated the 80 foot elevation change, not including the creek bed is very steep and logistically not good. 

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips met with Commissioners to seek approval for requests to use facilities for Glory Days by Cecil K’s and Bike Across Kansas from Janet Carpenter. Chad reported a small tree had been broken off in the courthouse lawn recently and Jerry reported that the water pump on the fridge needed repair in the break room. 

Commissioners Kathrens and Elmer both stated they had driven roads in their districts lately and reported that although there are some bad spots they were much better. They agreed that they saw improvements over the past month in the Mayetta area. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the May 13th minutes as amended and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the May 15th minutes as written and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Chairperson Zwonitzer accepted a phone call from the Kansas Association of Counties in regards to an issue with her email at their recent conference.

Researched geology and rock quality in regards to the quarry plans.

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte submitted Emergency Vehicle Designation Applications for Curt Johnson and Loren Edwards.

Approved change orders 2018-141 through 143.

Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	CenturyLink
	Bore and place conduit
	
	198th and W Roads, 190th and X Roads, 182nd and W roads
	05/15/2019



The meeting adjourned at 4:22 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Tuesday, May 28th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District



[image: ]
Minutes of May 23, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in special session on Thursday, May 23rd, 2019 at noon, Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer, Commissioner Kathrens, County Counselor Alex Belveal, Tribal Council Treasurer Wade Pahmahmie, Council Member Raphael Wahwassuck,  Council Member William Evans, Tribal Chairman Joseph Rupnick, Tribal Secretary Camilla Chouteau, Tribal Vice Chairman Zach Pahmahmie, Tribal Council member Shirley Trull, Tribal Legal Consultant Robert Odawi Porter and Holton Recorder Representative David Powls were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 
The BOCC met with the Tribal Council to discuss some common concerns regarding Highway 75 safety. The Tribal Council reported that they had met with KDOT officials yesterday to discuss their concerns for the intersection where the One Stop Fuel Station is located as there has been many accidents there. Other Highway 75 areas they discussed were 110 Road near Hoyt and the Jackson Heights school entrance. They reported that the KDOT statistician should have a final report on the 75 Highway corridor from Shawnee County north to the Nebraska border completed soon. BOCC and Tribal Council discussed writing letters of support of each other’s pleas for attention to the dangerous intersections. The Tribal Council provided the BOCC with a map of their roads listing who maintains them. The BOCC informed the Tribal Council of the county’s plans to complete the chip and seal at E Road from 142 to 158 Road this summer. Chairman Rupnick asked the BOCC who to contact about issues regarding their water district. The BOCC explained they have no oversight of the water boards and referred them to contact the Managing Director of Rural Water #3 Brenda Adkins.

The meeting adjourned at 1 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Tuesday, May 28th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of May 28, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, May 28th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Ali Holcomb, Charlie Barrow, Dan Barrow, Chad Gerhardt, Larry Kathrens, Emma Stithem, Lee Doyle, Shirley Mick, Alex Belveal and Jason Claycamp were present.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett met with Commissioners to discuss adjustments for the 2019 chip and seal plan as there is not enough funds to complete all the projects. He and Mid-States Materials Sales Representative Chad Gerhardt met along with other Mid-States employees to discuss haul route options for the quarry. Chad and Dan stated that the consensus at that meeting was to utilize 142 Road west to Highway 75 as the best option. He stated he would recommend a right turn only sign for commercial vehicles at Highway 75 for clearance purposes. They could then use the overpass at 150 Road to turn south bound on Highway 75. This would be the best option for safety purposes. Dan and Mid-States Materials have had beginning discussions to address some of the concerns and preliminary plans. Another possible route would be W Road, 1 mile south of the quarry and also 134 Road into Jefferson County. Chad stated that Jefferson County is aware of the proposed quarry just outside their county and he will have further conversations with their county. They believed there are roughly 26 mail boxes on 142 Road from the quarry entrance to Highway 75. Chad thought Mid-States Materials would consider applying 150 feet of dust control one time per year, applied every year in the spring, in front of each of the 26 homes. They would include all new builds that come in as well. Noise control options would be restricting Jake brakes on haul routes. They discussed limiting commercial trucks during morning bus route times. Dan and Chad were asked about the quality of the rock in the proposed quarry and they explained that the material meets the state’s standard for county secondary routes. Mid-States Materials reported that the rock is the same ledge formation as was located at the Rolling Meadows Quarry. Dan Barrow stated that he was told in the past from other geologists that quarries in the same vicinity were of lower quality rock and he wanted to know if this was that same rock. Chad stated he would talk with the geologist to find out more about the core drill test results and also check into comparing them with the old quarry sites Dan Barrow mentioned. County resident Larry Kathrens asked if they had looked in the Larkinburg area for a possible quarry and Commissioner Elmer stated they had but there was not enough rock available there. Mid-States has also looked all over the county and everything was still soft. Chad also stated that Mid-States Materials could help with the signage that would be needed including reduced speed limits if they choose. It was also mentioned that Mid-States Materials would give the county 3,500 tons of rock to be likely used for maintenance on the haul route. The first agreement would expire 12/31/2020 so that they could reconsider any revisions thought of after the first year. Charlie Barrow asked what percent of the rock from the quarry will go to the county. Chad stated they would know more once they began the mining but he did share that Jackson County had purchased 70,000 tons in 2017, 68,700 tons in 2018 and 73,500 tons so far in 2019 from Mid-States Materials. Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett noted that the county purchases rock material from other entities as well. They explained that they do not know what the material will cost until they begin cutting out and calculating labor and other factors. Dan Barrow stated that he feels there should have been meetings before the zoning change to address all the questions of the people and to get factual information. He stated he did not receive his notification letters at the correct address and suggested they send these letters by certified mail. County Appraiser Jason Claycamp explained that the letters are sent to the same addresses on file for the tax statements of the properties and that he gave the same addresses to the petitioners. County Resident Emma Stithem stated that the newspaper article had the wrong landowner name and did not mention the 7 p.m. meeting time and when corrected it was in a small section at the back of the paper. The Commissioners stated that the county’s public notices published in the newspaper had the correct information and that any specific information patrons have heard regarding the proposed quarry are likely rumors, as they have not yet been able to meet and discuss any agreement details since the zoning change and special use permit meeting. Once the first step of approving the zoning for the quarry is met, they will then move forward, considering all the information given to them. Dan and Charlie Barrow stated they were present to know the facts so that they can inform others correctly and again stated they thought they should have had a committee or meetings prior to the zoning meeting. Charlie Barrow asked what about the other roads not designated as haul routes as they come from the quarry like a wagon wheel and Commissioner Elmer again stated no decisions have been made yet. He stated the county will set the regulations and the Sheriff is responsible for enforcing. Emma Stithem said she would like to see the speed limit lower than 45 mph on the haul routes. Commissioner Kathrens said they would do their best to please the county residents and will consider an integrity study for the watershed dams.

At 10:10 a.m. discussion began for the disorganization of the Straight Creek Drainage District. County Clerk Kathy Mick explained that the funds collected through taxes are sitting in a bank account tied to the last chairperson of the district. The taxes were originally collected for the purpose of straightening the creek as it passed through the property of Richter Farms, but that option later became unlawful. John Richter passed away recently and Kathy started a petition that required 2 signatures from property owners to dissolve the funds. There is about $18,000.00 in the account and taxes have not been collected for several years. The funds could be used by the people who own properties tied to the district to be spent in the form of service towards Straight Creek Drainage District. Suggestions included rip rap, road rock or stabilization of banks. The funds cannot be used unless the district is disbanded. Two property owners, Lee Doyle and Shirley Mick were in attendance and thought they would like to have all the owners form a committee to decide together how to utilize the funds. County Counselor Alex Belveal provided Shirley Mick with a list of property owners so that she can organize a committee. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to disband the Straight Creek Drainage District and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. At 10:26 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to close the hearing and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

At 10:27 a.m. Alex Belveal requested an executive session for attorney client privilege for 15 minutes with Dan Barnett and Jason Claycamp present. Commissioner Kathrens made the motion and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session extended 10 minutes and reopened at 10:54 a.m. No action taken.

Anna Wilhelm and Lori Banks from the tourism board met with Commissioners to request approval for grant funds from the following:
· $150.00 Travel Industry Association of Kansas-dues
· $500.00 Central Brochure Distribution brochures, flyers, advertising
· $1500.00 Bike Across Kansas banners, flyers, advertising
· $1200.00 Banner Creek Science Center and Observatory- advertising and pocket cards
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the grant requests and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Lori Banks then requested use of the county parking lot beginning at noon on June 14th for vendors for the Bike Across Kansas event. The Commissioners gave their approval.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported that the lake camping has been full other than a few primitive camp sites. He stated that there were about 178 people at the Memorial Day breakfast fundraiser held by the Friends of Banner Creek Reservoir. The Strader and Davies Memorial 5k Run is scheduled for June 1st with registration at 7 a.m. Lu said he is working on general maintenance and trying to mow when they can because of all the rain.

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips discussed the upcoming Glory Days events on the courthouse lawn. He gave an update on the sidewalk project for the south side. Chad stated that the sidewalk leading north from the new curb and sidewalk may need to be redone to adjust for the new elevation from the curb. 

Accepted a letter of resignation from Jim Cyphers announcing his retirement beginning June 14th as a State employee and JCAB board member.

Recessed for lunch at 12:00. Reconvened at 1:00.

Received a message from county resident Lee Dodson informing BOCC that the road is caving in at 106 and W Roads. Commissioner Kathrens called Foreman Keith Holthaus who reported the barricades were already in place at that area.

Hamm Consultant Marvin Zielsdorf stopped in the meeting to hand out business cards and update the county that he was searching for potential rock quarries within the county.

Received a voicemail from county resident about his neighbor’s property being tore up after CenturyLink was doing work. This message was forwarded to Dan Barnett as he is in charge of ROW agreements.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett and Emergency Services Director Pat Korte met with BOCC to discuss the county’s eligibility for federal relief funds from flooding or damages caused by the excessive rainfall. Pat explained that Jackson County is not meeting the criteria so far to apply for these funds.

Dan Barnett gave information to the County Counselor Alex Belveal in regards to damages to a guard rail caused by a motorist.

Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber informed Commissioners that he has received his Commercial Applicators License and that he has purchased a refrigerator for the office. BOCC discussed Scott assisting Atchison County while they are in the process of hiring a Noxious Weed Director.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted an agreement with Coughlin Company for the cement treated base on 254 Road rebuild. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into agreement with Coughlin and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the revised chip and seal plan for 2019 and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Elmer and Dan discussed the county’s policy on rocking driveways.

Senior Services Director Amanda Spalding met with Commissioners to discuss termite treatments for her building and an update on the repair process after the building was struck by a car. Amanda also asked for clarity on the snow day policy for the senior center. The BOCC asked Amanda to submit formal bids for the termite control and to contact the driver’s insurance company for the damages. They gave her a copy of the policy created for snow days for her records. 

Discussed the proposed quarry agreement and petition. Dan and Charlie Barrow returned to the meeting to suggest asking Mid-States Materials to apply dust control for the whole length of 142 Road, not just the proposed 150 feet in front of homes. They also want to be sure the county continues to maintain the chip and seal roads the county already has and the BOCC assured them they would do so. They reiterated their concerns for the maintenance on roads not designated as haul routes. 

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Victim Services	
	Lisa Hyten
	$47,476.08 salary
	$47,840.00 salary
	Length of service increase
	10/25/2018

	Banner Lake	
	Sarah Marshall
	$
	$8.54 per hour
	Hired seasonal
	05/21/2019

	Banner Lake	
	William Marshall
	$
	$8.54 per hour
	Hired seasonal
	05/21/2019

	Banner Lake	
	Tracer Fox
	$
	$8.54 per hour
	Hired seasonal
	05/21/2019

	Banner Lake	
	Quinn Allen
	$
	$8.54 per hour
	Hired seasonal
	05/21/2019

	Banner Lake	
	Dave Snyder
	$
	$8.54 per hour
	Hired seasonal
	05/21/2019

	Banner Lake	
	Amaya Marlatt
	$
	$8.54 per hour
	Hired seasonal
	05/21/2019

	Banner Lake	
	Morgan Laird
	$
	$8.54 per hour
	Hired seasonal
	05/21/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:31 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, June 3rd, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of May 31, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Friday, May 31st, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Sally Jo Alley recorded the minutes. 

Reviewed and approved payroll and bills.

County Appraiser Jason Claycamp met with Commissioners to review a petition he received in regards to a recent zoning board approval of a zoning change. Chairperson Zwonitzer also asked Jason questions about the 911 address qualifications for county properties. Ali Holcomb from the Holton Recorder joined the meeting and asked if the quarry petition and zoning change had a deadline for the BOCC to take action. They explained that they did not have a timeline and would discuss further before finalizing their decision.

The meeting adjourned at 9:47 a.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, June 3rd, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of June 3, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, June 3rd, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. Dan and Charlie Barrow were present.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett presented the information on a road vacation requested by Pottawatomie County. The Commissioners stated that they would discuss and get the legal description from the County Counselor before making their decision. Dan asked about changing the speed limit on rock roads to 45 mph instead of 55 mph or the county. The BOCC stated they thought they had looked into this before and there was a state law preventing them from doing so but they can research and also asked Dan to look into cost for new signage and what other counties limits are. Dan reported that 123 Lane, 166th Road, 254 Road, N Road and some others all have tubes that need replaced. His department is placing barricades and road closed signs at these locations and then people are moving them aside and also stealing them. They have now run out of these protective barriers because of theft. Charlie Barrow commented that people have been out mudding in his field as well. Charlie asked how they can enforce and get fines from these people and it was discussed that they have to be caught in order to know who it is first. Dan Barrow suggested the county help slow the speed on these roads by installing more stop signs. Commissioner Elmer stated that the county has to pay to have a state survey done by an engineer before they can install any stop signs. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to reappoint Lisa Hyten to the JCAB board for another term and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Dan and Charlie Barrow informed Commissioners that they had met with the president of the Delaware watershed district and KDHE at the proposed quarry site near the dam. Barrow stated that access wise, this quarry is not normally seen and is unusual with the placement of the watershed dams. He stated that his concern is for the safety of patrons, maintenance of roads and enforcement of signage. Barrow stated that he spoke to a Highway Patrol officer who told him that weight limits on bridges can be enforced.

County Appraiser Jason Claycamp met with Commissioners to submit a petition he has received. He confirmed it met the requirements and qualifies as a valid petition. This means the approval for the zoning change and special use permit must be unanimous by the BOCC. 

Delaware Watershed Joint District #10 Attorney Dennis White met with Commissioners to ask about the proposed quarry. He stated that the board would like to have a geological survey complete before the BOCC makes its final decision. It was stated that the Division of Water Resources geologist is occupied in Sabetha with the dam issue so he has not been available to look at the quarry site yet. Dan Barrow asked if the permanent easement holder of the watershed should be notified of the proposed quarry just as the property owner in the 1000 foot radius. Attorney White said he was advised that a private company would be best to conduct the survey. 

County Counselor Alex Belveal joined the meeting at 9:54 a.m. County resident Larry Miles joined the meeting at 9:55 a.m. He is an adjoining landowner to the quarry property and he wanted to share his concerns for the eagles that nest at the quarry property.

At 10:06 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for one hour for attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal and Dan Barnett. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:08 a.m. No action taken.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths informed Commissioners that he has received an estimate for clearing out an overgrown area and returning it back to native grass for $9500.00. He said he could get up to $2300.00 reimbursement from Kansas Wildlife and Parks. Lu also stated he has been working with Jacob Wareham to get set up to accept online payments and card payments at the lake. Today there is testing being done at the proposed wetlands sites. Lu reported that they had about 30 campers over the weekend and approximately 40 runners for the 5k event. He informed BOCC that he would like to get an estimate for installation of power at Campground B.

Delaware Watershed Joint District #10 President and Chairman David Schmitz and Manager Marilyn Snider met with Commissioners to express their interests in having the Division of Water Resources Water Structures Program Manager Terry Medley look at the quarry site, watershed dams and easement when he becomes available. They asked that the BOCC make no decision until they can get the opinions of Medley and an independent engineer. David Schmitz stated that as a citizen and a watershed member he would ask that the proposed hours of operation be considered in regards to the safety of children waiting for the bus. He would prefer an 8 a.m. start and also would like the 1-5 p.m. proposed blast time be considered with drop off times for bus kids. He also expressed concern for the width of 142 Road and the clearance of two trucks passing alongside each other safely.

At 11:22 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal and Dan Barnett. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:55 a.m. No action taken. 

Holton Recorder Reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting. Charlie Barrow asked the BOCC when the public will know the details of the agreement with the county and Mid-States Materials. He would like to be able to report to people the answers to questions regarding the quarry. Commissioner Kathrens explained that there would not be a public forum and Larry Miles asked why not. Commissioner Kathrens stated that they are elected by the patrons to make these types of decisions and Commissioner Elmer stated he would like to research that request further. Barrow stated that normally other counties have had committees that discuss the details openly with the public before entering into an agreement. Commissioner Kathrens asked Dan Barrow why his zoning change to operate a quarry years ago took so little time and how is it any different than what the county is doing now. Dan replied that he did sell rock from his quarry but felt it was different because he bought it as a quarry and never mined any rock. The rock was just lying there and he also personally spoke to all the neighbors about it beforehand. Commissioner Elmer expressed similarly as Commissioner Kathrens stated, that he is elected to do a job for his constituents and he does not want to be secretive. Commissioner Kathrens added that the agreement will hinge on the opinion of the structural engineer. The Barrows stated they felt the $250,000.00 spent on hauling by the county and the 3500 tons Mid-States Materials is offering at no cost is not comparable to the cost of the toll the roads will take from all the traffic out of the quarry. Commissioner Elmer explained that the $250,000.00 spent in hauling is only the amount that is spent for contracted hauling. It does not include what the county spends for its own hauling such as the fuel and labor required for county trucks. Charlie Barrow stated that he was not informed properly and this has been a learning experience for him.

Recessed for lunch at 12:14 p.m. Reconvened at 1:03p.m.

Mid-States Materials Attorney Rich Eckert gave a presentation on the proposed quarry. Those in attendance in addition to the BOCC included MSM Manager Cole Andersen, MSM Sales Manager Chad Gerhardt, MSM Geologist Bob Henthorne, Buckley Powder Blasting Expert Danny Hurt, Alex Belveal, Kathy Mick, Chad Phillips, Linda Gerhardt, Dan and Charlie Barrow and Dan Barnett. 

At 1:52 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 45 minutes for discussion of financial affairs and trade secrets with a private corporation and economic development with Alex Belveal, Dan Barnett, Cole Andersen, Rich Eckert, Chad Gerhardt, Danny Hurt, Bob Henthorne and Jason Claycamp. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Extended 30 minutes and reopened at 3:07 p.m. No action taken.

Holton Recorder Reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting to ask questions about the road closures.

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips asked the BOCC to look at the south sidewalk elevation and discuss how it will be effected by the new sidewalk and curb once completed. Chad stated that the water already pools on the current sidewalk and was looking at replacing it as far as needed with the added elevation where it will connect to the new one. Commissioner Kathrens took measurements and determined where the sidewalk could be replaced to the same elevation as the new one. 

Emergency Services Director Pat Korte submitted an updated mutual aid agreement with Brown County. The BOCC accepted the agreement.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to adopt Resolution 2019-06 Disorganization of the Straight Creek Drainage District and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the amended minutes of May 20th and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 
Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the minutes of May 23rd as written and Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of May 28th and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 


Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Road and Bridge	
	Kevin Alford
	$
	$12.97 per hour
	Hired seasonal
	05/20/2019

	Road and Bridge	
	Tyler Morrison
	$
	$12.97 per hour
	Hired seasonal
	05/21/2019

	Sheriff	
	Lane Slocum
	$17.68 per hour
	$18.00 per hour
	Length of service increase
	12/25/2018

	Banner Lake	
	Kelli Thompson
	$8.54 per hour
	$8.83 per hour
	Seasonal length of service increase
	05/21/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:52 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, June 10th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of June 10, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, June 10th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett informed Commissioners that he has crews placing rip rap today and replacing tubes. They are waiting for some fiber optic lines to be located before getting started this morning. Commissioner Kathrens informed Dan of a tube extension needed by a resident and a road east of the Saddle Club in Circleville that needs maintenance. Dan discussed giving up the leased skid loader and purchasing a used one from Bobcat that was recently traded in. He has also designated a rotating crew to be utilized for running the patching machine starting this week on chip seal routes. Dan submitted one fuel bid from Knotty Pine for $15,900.00. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to accept the bid from Knotty Pine and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

At 9:10 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal, Dan Barnett, Kathy Mick, Jason Claycamp and Tara Peek for 30 minutes and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Extended 20 minutes and reopened at 9:59 a.m. No action taken.

Forwarded a voicemail received from county resident Charlie Rickel to Commissioner Elmer about a fence issue he is having. 

County resident Merlin Nelson met with Commissioners to voice his concerns for the proposed quarry. He stated that in the past the quarries in the county have not produced enough rock and were required to purchase quantities of bad rock. He did not want the county to be contracted to receive inferior rock. He was also concerned with the narrow areas of 142 Road and how two trucks will not be able to pass one another. Dan Barnett stated he would be widening and doing work to improve 142 Road and explained that the county has 30 feet from the center of the road, right of way to work with. He would like to see it around a 27 foot width. They discussed lowering the speed limit and correcting the drainage ditches to allow water to drain off the road properly. Merlin asked if the 4 way stop sign area at 142 and T Roads would remain and the Commissioners replied yes, the stop signs would stay.

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Commissioner Kathrens reported he had spoken with Delaware watershed president David Schmitz and their board was satisfied with what the quarry will be doing.

Kanza Mental Health and Guidance Center CEO David Jasper met with Commissioners to request a five percent increase for their 2020 budget from the county. They are currently receiving $68,223.00 per year and the increase would make the total $71,364.00 per year. David explained that they have increased services in Jackson County by 13%. Their Holton office is staffed by a therapist Monday through Thursday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. They do have a clerical position available at the office. 
The Commissioners reviewed one bid submitted by Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber for repairs to an electrical box at the landfill. The bid was received from Riley Electric for $3830.00. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the Riley Electric bid and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

At 10:46 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for economic development with MSM Attorney Rich Eckert, MSM Sales Manager Chad Gerhardt, Alex Belveal, Dan Barnett, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:17 a.m. No action taken.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported having a full campground last weekend including about 8 at the primitive camping site. He is waiting for figures to get power to that area for a transformer and wire from the City of Holton. His department continues to mow, trim and work on trails. He reported having some vandalism at night where signs were tore down and glass bottles broken. He expects to be full again this weekend.

Recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. Reconvened at 1:00 p.m.

Emergency Services Director Pat Korte met with Commissioners to discuss fire board nominations and expired terms. She will contact boards needing reappointments for nominations.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to adopt Resolution 2019-07 allowing Zoning Change from A-1 General Agricultural to A-2 Commercial Agriculture District and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the Special Use Permit for Mid-States Materials to operate a quarry and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into agreement 2019-16 with Mid-States Materials, LLC and Jackson County for a quarry site and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the May 31 minutes as written and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the June 3 minutes as amended and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Sheriff Tim Morse requested an executive session. At 2:40 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 15 minute executive session with Tim Morse and Alex Belveal for attorney client privilege and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 3:09 p.m. No action taken.
Chamber of Commerce Director Lori Banks updated Commissioners on the events being held for BAK this Friday and also asked for their approval to seek licensing for a beer garden at July Jubilee. The Commissioners gave their approval and said to meet with County Clerk Kathy Mick to obtain the license.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to adopt Resolution 2019-08 allowing the county’s participation in the Rural Opportunity Zone (ROZ) program. This resolution allows employers located in Jackson County to offer student loan repayment to qualified resident individuals by means of employer and State of Kansas contributions. Jackson County will not be contributing any funds to assist in the repayment of student loans or to employers who choose to offer this benefit to its employees. Commissioner Zwonitzer seconded and motion carried 3/0.

Judge Marek met with Commissioners to discuss his ideas for renovations on the third floor. He suggested using the current District Court Clerk’s office to house a small courtroom and meeting spaces and moving the Clerk staff to the current small courtroom. Other ideas mentioned were new carpeting, ceiling tiles and insulated wall north of large courtroom. The Commissioners stated that they would schedule time next week to view the space. 

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Youth Services
	Chelsie Hutchinson	
	$13.26 per hour
	$13.52 per hour
	Length of service increase
	05/25/2019

	Youth Services	
	Dalton Beightel
	$13.52 per hour
	$13.79 per hour
	Length of service increase
	05/25/2019



The meeting adjourned at 4:33 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, June 17th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of June 14, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Friday, June 14th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Reviewed and approved payroll and bills.

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber met with Commissioners to discuss his department’s need for dirt to use as cover at the county landfill. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:09 a.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, June 17th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of June 17, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, June 17th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted two bids for chip and seal oil as follows:
· Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions	$2.35 per gallon
· Vance Brothers, Inc.	 	$1.98 per gallon
Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the bid from Vance Brothers for $1.98 per gallon and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Dan informed Commissioners that they are getting the fluids replaced in the new patching machine so they can begin patching south and moving north through the county. He reported that the crane was out cleaning some bridges and large pipes and the track loader was out on minimum maintenance roads working on soft spots. June 27th and 28th are scheduled for Coughlin Company to come out and complete the base work for 254th Road. Commissioner Kathrens noted that he had received concerns for X4, W and G Road areas.

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) District Manager Brian Boeckman, District Conservationist Jamie Johnson and board members Henry Hill, William Conley, Jarrod Bowser and George Phillips met with Commissioners to request funds for 2020. They reported that they had received 58 applications in 2018 and 21 had been approved so far.

County Treasurer Linda Gerhardt met with Commissioners to request the closing of drivers’ license office so that renovations can be completed. The BOCC approved closing the week of July 22-26.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported the campground was full over the weekend and with the good weather he expects it to be full again the coming weekend. He continues to do regular maintenance of mowing and trimming and working on trails where they can. The fishing derby over the weekend had 68 kids participate and about 40 adults attended as well.

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Dan Barnett received preliminary plans for a KDOT project to construct passing lanes on highway 75 north of Holton for a stretch before the Netawaka cutoff. The meeting will be in Horton at 9 a.m. to discuss the plans further. 

Recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. Reconvened at 1:00 p.m.

Emergency Services Director Pat Korte submitted an Emergency Vehicle Designation for Andrew Bell and it was approved by the BOCC. 
Received a concern from a county resident about vehicle parking in the county’s right of way and BOCC forwarded this concern to the Sheriff for follow up.

The County Commissioners, County Counselor Alex Belveal and Deputy Clerk Tara Peek left chambers to view road conditions on K Road.

Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Telcom Construction for CenturyLink
	Plow 2200 3pr 22 gauge copper cable from pedestal to house
	
	14934 102nd Road
	06/17/2019



Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Road and Bridge
	Tyler Morrison	
	$12.97 per hour
	$ 
	Resignation
	06/11/2019



The meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, June 24th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of June 24, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, June 24th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber gave the Commissioners an update on his departments. He reported he has sent out about 40 letters to property owners about their noxious weeds and will also be replacing a motor on one of the sprayers that are rented out for patrons to use. He is looking into a possible water leak at the facilities. Scott stated that they have been getting more trash dropped off at the baskets over the weekends and he will likely place an educational ad in the newspaper outlining the items accepted for recycling. If it continues to be a problem they may have to use the surveillance footage to identify people and pursue further.

County resident Charlie Rickel joined the meeting to discuss a concern with Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett about 142 and T area having drainage issues. Dan told Charlie he would like to put in a pipe to repair the issue. Dan reported that crews were out patching chip and seal roads. The 254 rebuild will begin later this week. 

Youth Services Director Brooke Smith informed Commissioners that she is waiting on the return of the third quarter grant booklet and notice of fourth quarter payment. She is also planning to hire a part time Parent Partner grant position. She is also working on finding people to serve on the JCAB board as many have recently retired their positions. She stated that Kanza will be moving into her department’s old space in the Moser building this week and that they are very happy with their new space and its layout. Brooke requested an executive session for personnel. At 10:16 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss matters of personnel with Brooke Smith and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:31 a.m. No action taken. 

Tourism council member Anna Wilhelm met with Commissioners to submit grant applications. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve $300 for Mayetta Pioneer Days and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve $300 for Pride of Hoyt and Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. The grant funds are paid through a bed tax from local hotels and are used for supplementing advertising costs for local events. 

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported that the lake campgrounds continue to be full every weekend. Chairperson Zwonitzer asked about the lake policy for reserving spots and Lu stated he was addressing the concerns brought up about that and instructing staff how to handle so that there is less confusion. The lake has been extra busy this season with other area lakes dealing with flooding. He is also still discussing the setup of an online payment processing service with kansas.gov representative Jacob Wareham. 

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Sheriff Tim Morse and many officers from his department, and other county employees present, recognized Jim Cyphers with an award for his 42 years of service to the county in the court services department serving the district. 

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips submitted sidewalk bids as follows:
· Eisenbarth Construction $14,910.00
· Sullivan Construction	 $17,864.00
· K.C. Concrete		 $18,000.00
Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the Eisenbarth bid of $14,910.00 and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Chad reported that the city had begun their work on replacing the south curb in preparation for the courthouse’s new sidewalk. They removed a pine tree that was in the path of the new sidewalk and inadvertently exposed the gas line. The line was bent from pulling out the roots but it did not cause any leak. The gas company was notified and will be out to repair the line. 

Recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. Reconvened at 1:00 p.m.

At 1:10 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for attorney client privilege for 45 minutes with David Cooper, Alex Belveal, Sheriff Tim Morse, Undersheriff Darrel Chapman and Sherri Ladner present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 2 p.m. No action taken.

Pride of Hoyt Organization representative Kim Clements met with Commissioners to request funds for their annual Pride of Hoyt event on August 24th. Kim explained the activities they offer that day for patrons and also mentioned the organization would like to start a Christmas event this year. The Commissioners stated they would look over the request before deciding and let her know when they make their decision. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the temporary Cereal Malt Beverage License for Cecil K’s Hometown Market to serve at the Jackson County Rodeo on July 12th and 13th. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the June 14th minutes as written and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the June 17th minutes as amended and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 10 minute executive session at 3:24 p.m. for attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 3:40 p.m. No action taken.

Approved change orders 2018-144 through 146.
Received a letter from Pottawatomie County Public Works Director Peter Clark requesting vacation of portions of Cedar Bluff Road or A Road. He attached a legal description and a signed petition from adjoining land owners. No action taken.

Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	County Clerk
	6748
	CDW-G
	Battery backup
	$1254.85



Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Road and Bridge
	Kevin Robbins
	$14.73 per hour
	$ 15.27 per hour
	Introductory period complete
	06/10/2019

	Sheriff
	Thomas Currie
	$17.25 per hour
	$ 
	Resignation
	07/05/2019

	Sheriff
	Callee Hainline
	$
	$ 15.01 per hour
	Hired full time
	06/20/2019



The meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, July 1st, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of June 28, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Friday, June 28th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Reviewed and approved payroll and bills.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett proposed approving a resolution for a permit process through the county for overweight and over length truck loads. He brought sample packets from another county for the BOCC to review. 

Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber discussed his concerns for a possible water leak at the facilities. He reported that he contacted the City of Holton and they found no chlorine in the sample they took so they determined it was not a City leak. 

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Road and Bridge
	Robert Kevin Alford
	
	
	Resignation
	6/9/2019

	Environmental
	Scott Strathman
	$15.85 per hour
	$16.38 per hour
	Length of service increase
	04/10/2019



Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Mark Bowser
	Grade for fence and entrance tube and remove dirt for pad
	12/T8S/12
	17430 A Road
	6/28/2019



The meeting adjourned at 10:09 a.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, July 1st, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of July 1, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, July 1st, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett gave the Commissioners an update on the 254 Road rebuild process. He stated that it was all mixed and they are trimming the lumps and bumps out. Next they will smoke seal it and let it cure before applying the chip and seal overlay. Dan submitted one fuel bid as follows:
· Knotty Pine Oil	$19,210.00
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the Knotty Pine bid for $19,210.00 and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to appoint Commissioner Elmer as the KAC voting delegate and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve $1,000.00 for the Pride of Hoyt event in August and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. The $1000.00 will come from the alcohol tax fund and the Commissioners requested anti-drug use and responsible drinking messaging to be printed on signage at the event.

Boy Scout Brody Page and Stresscrete Regional Sales Manager Manny Ramos met with the Commissioners to submit initial plans for a concrete flag pole to be placed at the courthouse. Brody proposed he would use fundraising to pay for the new pole as his Eagle Scout project and Manny gave a detailed description of the product his company creates. He described the process of forming a steel cage mold and surrounding it with concrete available in various color and aggregate options. The flag pole would have a hollow, internal shaft for the components of the flag raising mechanism. Manny invited Brody and the Commissioners to come to Atchison and have a tour of Stresscrete. Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips suggested a 35 or 40 foot pole and the Commissioners would like to have the American and Kansas flags displayed. Manny will get some cost estimates to Brody and the Commissioners so they can discuss further. 
Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips gave an update on the sidewalk work done to the corner and informed Commissioners some of the brick work will be redone as it had to be removed for the handicap accessible crossing areas put in by the City of Holton. He is also waiting for estimates for recessed lighting for the welcome sign. 

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported that the lake has been continuously full and there was a boat collision on Sunday. He believes there were no injuries. 
Recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. Reconvened at 1:00 p.m.

County Clerk Kathy Mick discussed the 2020 budget and scheduling the department heads to come in and present their budgets to the BOCC. 

At 2:07 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 15 minute executive session for attorney client privilege and economic development with County Counselor Alex Belveal and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 2:25 p.m. No action taken. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the amended minutes of June 24th and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Approved change orders 2018-147 through 149.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff
	Guy Gardner
	$20.38 per hour
	$20.38 per hour
	Full time to part time
	06/30/2019

	Attorney
	Kaitlyn Ramirez
	$7.50 per hour
	$7.50 per hour
	Rehired 
	06/14/2019

	Road and Bridge
	Kevin Alford
	$12.97 per hour
	$ 
	Resignation
	06/05/2019



The meeting adjourned at 2:36 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, July 8th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of July 8, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, July 8th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber discussed the water leak issues he is having at his facilities. He is thinking of using a sump pump under the floor to reduce the water coming in. He believes the leak is from excessive ground water from the rainfall. Scott reported they had found termites and will be contacting pest control to correct the issue. Scott requested increased salaries for two of his employees for the 2020 budget. He also adjusted some account descriptions and amounts and asked for an additional $10,000.00 in the Landfill Department capital outlay. He suggested changing the work schedule for Noxious Weed, Recycling and Household Hazardous Waste to winter hours of Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and summer hours Monday through Friday and Saturday mornings. He suggested they could alternate who works Saturday and those employees would take a half day off during the week to keep from going over the 40 hour work week. The Commissioners will discuss and meet with Scott later in regards to his requests.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted ROW petitions for approval. Dan would like to add two full time positions for 2020 so that he can accomplish special projects without needing to use grader operator labor. He also would like an increase in his rock, oil for chip and seal and repairs and maintenance budgets. He asked to eliminate his Cintas uniform contract to save some money and County Counselor Alex Belveal is assisting with this. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to adopt Resolution 2019-09 Reducing the Speed Limit on Quarry Haul Route and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. The speed limit on the rock quarry haul route will be reduced to 35 mph. 

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported another full weekend at the campgrounds. He is getting figures for adding 9 electrical pedestals in the center of campground B and stated C has room for 10 or 11 in its inner circle. His department is focusing on trimming and mowing this week since campers have left their spots. Lu requested some budget increases totaling $19,000.00.

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

County Appraiser Jason Claycamp met with Commissioners to discuss his 2020 budget. He asked for a pay increase for Kate Immenschuh as she has recently completed her certified appraiser training. 

Holton Recorder reporter Errin Bourdon joined the meeting to have the Commissioners approve the county “Meet the People” column that will be printed in the paper.
District Court Clerk Colleen Reamer requested an increase in her budget for technology.

County Treasurer Linda Gerhardt requested budget increases for salaries and an additional employee position.

County Counselor Alex Belveal requested an executive session for attorney client privilege. At 11:43 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss attorney client with Alex Belveal, Tara Peek and Kathy Mick present and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:55 a.m. No action taken.

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

Hilary Edwards from Willdan Engineering gave a presentation on her company’s services.

Register of Deeds Tammy Moulden requested wage fairness amongst departments and would like to increase her subscription fees for 2020.

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte requested no changes in her budget for 2020.

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips requested no changes in his budget and is working on a list of renovations and projects to be completed for 2020.

County Attorney Shawna Miller requested no changes in her 2020 budget.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to adopt Resolution 2019-10 Over Size Load Permits and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Additionally, the BOCC transfer and delegate permitting authority to the Road and Bridge Director from the County Clerk to increase efficiency in the process of obtaining permits. This permit includes oversized, over height and overweight loads. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of June 28th and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the minutes of July 1st as written and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Approved change order 2018-150.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff
	Sandy Campbell
	$
	$16.06 per hour
	Resignation
	07/05/2019

	Sheriff
	Anthony Cooper 
	$16.57 per hour
	$17.25 per hour
	Promotion
	07/01/2019

	Sheriff
	Cory Lusk
	$
	$18.63 per hour
	Hired Full time
	07/08/2019

	Sheriff
	Misty Ballenger
	$
	$13.00 per hour
	Temporary
	07/08/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, July 15th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of July 15, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, July 15th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett reported that he had researched for “connecting links” agreements the county may have with its cities and was unable to find anything formal. He was looking at assisting the City of Circleville with a drain pipe issue on J4 Road. Commissioner Kathrens told Dan he had received a call concerning 254 Road near C, that it needs rock as it is muddy. Commissioner Zwonitzer also reported a patron concern about the trees causing a visibility issue at the old 75 highway and Banner Road intersection. Dan reported that S Road from 118 to 126 is closed this week as they are installing a new pipe. The chipping machine had a forward reverse transmission problem and is being repaired. Motor grader training will be held this week. Dan discussed a request from a landowner who wants a tube installed at a low water crossing on his property. It was decided that the land was private property and not the county’s responsibility. Dan will give him a list of private contractors to contact for his needs. 

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

KCAMP Representative Larry Sharp presented on overview of risk management services offered through his agency.

Bob Gay and Keith Reicherter with the Mayetta Fire Board submitted a resignation for board member Damian Brackenbury and a nomination for James Tracy. The Commissioners will review before making a decision. 

Leroy Bailey from the VFW met with Commissioners and Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths to request permission for a fireworks display at the lake for New Year’s Eve. He stated that he didn’t know for sure if he could get it arranged but wanted to know if it was permissible before taking any further steps. He will be in touch with Lu for the details. Lu reported another full weekend camping and they are mowing and completing trail maintenance. Lu stated that he will likely buy a couple mountain bikes this week to add to the rental area at the lake. He stated he wants to add 9 electrical units to campground B and will get final costs submitted soon. 

The Commissioners discussed the fire board nominations and Commissioner Elmer made a motion to appoint Julie Stithem and Neale Sutton to the Hoyt Fire Board for 3 year terms each and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. It was noted that the BOCC wants the fire boards to be comprised of an odd number of members. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to appoint James Tracy to the Mayetta Fire Board for a 3 year term and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

Judge Marek discussed the third floor renovation plans he presented with the BOCC. Chairperson Zwonitzer stated they are wanting to work on the remodeling in sections, beginning with the large courtroom. They are waiting on some cost estimates from Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips before making any final decisions. He is getting pricing for window blinds, ceiling replacement, carpet and an insulated wall with a secured entry door with a window.

Sheriff Tim Morse and Undersheriff Darrel Chapman discussed their 2020 budget requests. They would like to raise the pay scale by 50 cents for dispatch and corrections positions and make changes in the dispatch shift schedule. They explained that these departments are essential and need to have an incentive so they can retain employees. They are required to work 12 hour shifts including weekends and holidays. They are currently 2 employees short of being fully staffed in dispatch and short 3 positions in corrections. The other area they requested more funding was for the mental health contract. In total the request was approximately $69,000.00.

Elderly Services Director Amanda Spalding requested no changes in her budget. She discussed some repairs that need completed at her building. She is getting estimates for a concrete dock out the back door, new kitchen floor and the removal of an old freezer currently used for storage. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the July 8th minutes as written and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Brown Atchison Electric Cooperative
	Setting power poles and anchors plus trimming brush and trees
	
	278 and I Roads
	07/10/2019




Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Elderly
	Letha Buskirk Brown
	$13.67 per hour
	$
	Resignation
	07/25/2019

	Elderly
	Alicia Spalding
	$13.67 per hour
	$
	Resignation
	08/10/2019

	Environmental Services
	Leon Freel
	$11.97 per hour
	$13.67 per hour
	Length of service increase
	07/10/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:29 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, July 22nd, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District




[image: ]
Minutes of July 22, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, July 22nd, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber reported that a state inspector came to the landfill recently for inspection. Scott learned that the landfill is permitted to burn brush and trees and that the landfill can be covered two times per year instead of four. Scott stated he would hold an annual landfill meeting soon and make some updates to the plan. The landfill had recently been covered with dirt from the proposed shooting range site. Chairperson Zwonitzer stated she would like to take brush from the county residents after a storm for no fee for four weeks after the storm event. They would discuss creating a policy with the County Counselor later and let Scott know. Scott reported more water issues and flooding into the building. Commissioner Kathrens suggested getting a drain tile installed and using county equipment and labor to get it completed. Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett agreed that the drain tile solution would be good and that he had some tubes at the location that could be used. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett reported that his department was still patching chip and seal roads. Chairperson Zwonitzer reported a road concern on M Road south of highway 16. Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips joined the meeting and asked Dan about scheduling Road and Bridge to assist in prep work for the south side sidewalk. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to adopt an addendum to the ROW permits with CenturyLink and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths requested permission for the hospital to hold a 5K fundraiser at the lake and the BOCC approved. Lu reported that adding the 9 pedestals for electricity would cost around $15,000.00 for renting a trencher, City of Holton to install a transformer and electrical wiring from an electrician. Lu stated that the north side remained mostly full and the south side was about half full over the weekend. He has purchased 2 bikes that will be added on Thursday to the rental shack for patrons to utilize. Lu also stated that they continue to mow, trim and have completed the habitat work at the science center area and have submitted the final numbers for reimbursement.

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

EMS owners Jay Watkins and Brent Teter met with Commissioners to discuss their 2020 budget request. They submitted their 2018 calls report and list of educational classes offered. The reports reflected most calls were to single family dwellings and the age range most often treated was 70-79. EMS proposed two options for subsidy from the county. Option 1 would keep the rate the same as it is currently for a 5 year term and Option 2 would increase the current rate by $100,000.00 and that increase would be used for more staff coverage on a second ambulance. They discussed issues with low attendance for the classes they provide county employees and first responders. They would like to increase the attendance rates for the education they provide and it was decided that EMS needed to discuss this with the fire chiefs and Emergency Management Director Pat Korte. Commissioner Kathrens requested a financial statement showing how the county subsidy is spent. EMS reported they operate services in Jackson, Osage and Nemaha counties as well as VA hospital transfers from Topeka. They are entering their 20th year of service in Jackson County.

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) District Manager Brian Boeckman, NRCS Technician Brad McAllister, DOC Technician Joseph Kennedy and Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths met with Commissioners to submit the plans for the Banner Creek Wetland Enhancement project. The total cost was estimated at $16,500.00 and with the cost share there would be about $3,800 to $4,000.00 in cost to the county. The BOCC approved the plans and directed Lu to place an ad in the newspaper seeking bids for the project. 

County resident Walt Wells asked the BOCC about getting a tube extension at his property. They directed him to contact Road and Bridge. 

County Appraiser Jason Claycamp joined the meeting to inform the Commissioners how the zoning and tax responsibility works when phone towers are placed on and leased from resident’s property. 

Holton Fire Department member John Motto informed the Commissioners that the second motorized fire truck in the City of Holton has been found and is being gifted back to the City. It is a 1928 model.

County Clerk Kathy Mick presented the Commissioners with a payroll spreadsheet to use for budgeting purposes and began 2020 budget discussion.

At 2:46 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss personnel and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion Carried 3/0. Session reopened at 3:04 p.m.

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips gave the Commissioners an update on the sidewalk project timeline and southwest corner lighting completion. He reported he is still collecting estimates for the courtroom remodel and will be moving the Emergency Management office to the second floor this week.

Received a letter from Robert Hamilton, the NEK Law Enforcement Liaison for KDOT commending Sheriff Tim Morse and the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office for keeping the traffic controlled during the increased travel on the highways due to flooding in Missouri and Nebraska. He also thanked the Commissioners for supporting Sheriff Morse and his agency.

Received a letter from landowners Tex and Jean Manuel expressing their position to keep Cedar Bluff Road open to the public.

Received an email from John and Janet Schafer stating their withdrawal of the petition to close Cedar Bluff Road.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the minutes of July 15th as amended and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion Carried 3/0.


Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	CenturyLink
	Install fiber optic cable and pole boxes
	
	Numerous locations within Jackson County
	07/22/2019




Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Road and Bridge
	Kenny Teal
	$ 
	$12.97 per hour
	Hired seasonal
	07/17/2019

	Road and Bridge
	Brock Curtis
	$
	$12.97 per hour
	Hired seasonal
	07/17/2019

	Elderly
	Elizabeth Rostetter
	$
	$13.67 per hour
	Temporary part time
	07/18/2019

	Sheriff
	Matt Honas
	$18.63 per hour
	$21.76 per hour
	Promotion
	06/25/2019

	Sheriff
	Mandy Dishong
	$
	$16.57 per hour
	Resignation
	07/08/2019

	Sheriff
	Ryan Clark
	$
	$15.01 per hour
	Hired full time
	07/14/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, July 29th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of July 25, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in special session on Thursday, July 25th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

The Commissioners discussed budget items for the year 2020. Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted a purchase order for tubes.

Commissioner Kathrens proposed the county purchase a beef at the 4-H fair auction. After discussion, Commissioner Elmer made a motion to purchase livestock at the fair sale and donate the meat to the Jackson County food pantry. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0.

Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	Road and Bridge
	6628
	Welborn Sales
	tubes
	$11,451.75



The meeting adjourned at 4:21 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, July 29th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of July 29, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, July 29th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. County Clerk Kathy Mick recorded the minutes.
Scott Kieffaber informed the Commissioner that Jackson County will host the monthly meeting of the NE Kansas Noxious Weed Departments.
The wiring repairs have been completed at the Landfill as requested by the Department of Labor Inspector.
It was determined that the Recycling buildings had carpenter ants and not termites as reported earlier. The building has been sprayed.
The Solid Waste Committee will meet on August 6 to do the annual review of the landfill rates and suggest changes if needed.
Scott Strathman is hauling dirt from the sidewalk construction area on the south side of the courtyard to the landfill for coverage material.
Engineer Moni El-Aasar with BG Consulting and Dan Barnett met with the Commissioners to select a bridge to apply for Local projects funding for 2019. After reviewing the options, the Commissioners unanimously agreed to submit a funding request for the bridge located at T.7 and 218th Road.
The Commission unanimously approved the only fuel bid received; Haag Oil $17,948.91 for 1,000 Gallons unleaded gas and 7,000 gallons #2 diesel.
Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffith gave his weekly report.
Lisa Hyten, Susan Foster and Tyler Caudle met with the Commissioners to give them a report on the services provided. The VOCA (Victims of Crime Act) is in its 4th year of funding and the provide support services and information to crime victims. This grant requires a 20% local match. The VAWA (Violence Against Women Act) in its 1st year of funding helps to develop and strengthen effective law enforcement and prosecution strategies to combat violent crimes against women; and promote a coordinated community response to victims. This grant requires a 25% match. The JAG Grant is used to improve law enforcement safety and enhance technology. This grant requires no financial match.
Chairperson Janet Zwonitzer signed the 2018 Emergency Solutions Grant ESG Match Documentation dated 6/25/19 and 7/12/19.
Recessed for lunch.
Worked on the 2020 budget
Jerry Greene and family along with his Attorney Mr. Cox met with the Commissioners to discuss the condition of the minimum maintenance roads that leads to Mr. Greene’s house located between A-A.4 on 182nd Road and Mr. Greene’s request for a 2nd 911 address. Also present was Zoning Director, Jason Claycamp and Attorney Jason Belveal who was filling in for County Counselor Alex Belveal who was unable to attend the meeting. Commissioner Kathrens stated that nothing had changed since the last meeting Mr. Greene had with the Commissioners. Mr. Greene is responsible for bringing the road up to rock road standards. Attorney Jason Belveal recapped the history of this situation again. Mr. Greene knowingly moved a trailer house and his family down a minimum maintenance road. Mr. Greene was told before he moved and multiple times later that it was his responsibility to bring the minimum maintenance road up to rock road standards, but he chose not to, but moved his family anyway. The County does not rock minimum maintenance roads. The Commissioners supplied Attorney Cox with a copy of Resolution 2001-24.
Worked on the 2020 budget.
The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Wednesday July 31, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.
	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of July 31, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Wednesday, July 31st, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting to ask a few questions regarding the BOCC’s recent purchase of a beef at the county fair sale. She asked what fund they used to make the purchase and if they have bought from the 4-H sale in the past. Commissioner Kathrens stated he felt it was a good gesture and he would like to continue to do it every year. He said it was a win-win as it shows the BOCC’s support for 4-H and helps needy families. Chairperson Zwonitzer explained that the county receives funding from the alcohol tax and one third of that is deposited into the county’s general fund. The other two thirds are split between prevention programs and parks and recreation. The monies used to purchase the beef were not collected from property tax and came from the county general portion of the alcohol tax, she explained. Chairperson Zwonitzer stated the beef was going to be processed entirely as hamburger and the Jackson County food pantry was excited to receive the donation as it would help many families.

Discussed a request from business owners Jeff and Sarah Draper in regards to a retaining wall north of the senior center parking lot. The Commissioners agreed to let the Drapers have a survey done to determine the property line.

Reviewed and approved payroll and bills.

The Commissioners discussed Road and Bridge and Sheriff’s department budget items for the year 2020 with County Clerk Kathy Mick.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of the July 25th meeting and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Elmer was designated as the voting delegate for KAC at the upcoming conference in Wichita.

Received notification from the Kansas Development Finance Authority in regards to an Agricultural Development Revenue Bond to finance the acquisition of 80 acres of farm land for Emily Winkler through the “Beginning Farmer Program”.  

The meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, August 5th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of August 5, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, August 5th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber reported that Riley Electric had completed their work at the landfill building under budget. He estimated the cost of materials for the drain tile at the office to be around $1700-$1800. Scott is hosting his annual landfill meeting tomorrow in Memorial Hall. Scott stated that since they are storing the broken glass pieces to be used as cover at the landfill he was able to fit more bales of paper on the trailer and that larger paper load brought in more funds. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett reported that crews were working on wash outs and his department had replaced 3 pipes on the minimum maintenance road located in the area of 182 and A Roads. This should help greatly with water drainage from the roadway. At 9:14 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss personnel with Dan Barnett and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:30 a.m. No action taken.

Marilyn Watkins representing the Jackson County food pantry joined the meeting to personally thank the Commissioners for their donation of beef to the pantry. She stated that meat is expensive and it is very special to have received such a heartwarming donation that will help many families. 

At 9:35 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss personnel with Dan Barnett, Alex Belveal and Kathy Mick. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:50 a.m. No action taken.

At 10 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session extended another 15 minutes and reopened at 10:43 a.m. No action taken.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported he is accepting bids for the wetlands project and that Sheriff’s Camp will be held Thursday and Friday this week at the lake.

Tourism council member Anna Wilhelm joined the meeting to ask questions about the financial statement needed for the tourism fund. It was decided that the newsletter edition was acceptable.

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte submitted Emergency Management Performance Grant audit paperwork for approval of the BOCC. 

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

County Clerk Kathy Mick met with Commissioners to discuss the 2020 budget and health insurance rates.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to adopt Resolution 2019-11 Authorizing a Deferred Compensation Plan for Jackson County Employees and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips reported that they are waiting on a vault from CenturyLink to be moved before proceeding with the sidewalk project. Chad also showed the Commissioners some carpet tile samples for the courtroom on the third floor.

At 2:15 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss personnel with Alex Belveal, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session opened at 2:36 p.m. No action taken.

Sarah Draper met with Commissioners to discuss a proposal to acquire a small strip of county property lying north of the senior center parking lot. She would like to be able to strengthen the current retaining wall for business growth purposes.

At 2:59 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss personnel with Alex Belveal, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session extended by 15 minutes and reopened at 3:36 p.m. No action taken.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the amended July 22 and July 29 minutes and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the July 31 minutes as written and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Approved change order 2018-151.

Approved a courthouse lawn use request from Johnsonville for a Brat Day on August 16th from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	RWD #3
	Bore Q Road South of 206th Road and set water meter
	
	
	08/05/2019




Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Date
     /     /

	Road and Bridge
	Keith Holthaus
	$ 22.06 per hour
	$0.00 per hour
	08/05/2019

	Elderly
	Donna Beam
	$0.00 per hour
	$13.04 per hour
	08/05/2019

	Elderly
	Alicia Spalding
	$13.67 per hour
	$13.67 per hour
	08/05/2019

	Sheriff
	Garrett Schultz
	$0.00 per hour
	$15.29 per hour
	08/05/2019

	Sheriff
	Todd Hurt
	$18.30 per hour
	$18.63 per hour
	08/05/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:28 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, August 12th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of August 12, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, August 12th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber submitted the minutes of his recent annual landfill meeting for Commissioners’ approval. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the minutes and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Scott reported that his department is borrowing a mower from Banner Lake to maintain the grounds at the landfill and would also like to sell the Chevy S10 that they do not use. The BOCC approved selling the truck on Purplewave. Scott asked the Commissioners how they would like to keep the chemical inventory for the remainder of the season. He stated he could purchase more chemical and have a surplus or just keep what they will need on hand. It was decided to keep the inventory low so the chemicals do not sit unused and settle before they are needed next season. His department is still spraying and Scott has been in contact with KDOT about some of their right of way areas needing attention.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted bridge information he received from BG Consultants in regards to the bridge at 214 and T4 Roads for the BOCC to review. Commissioner Kathrens informed Dan he had received many calls from the Whiting and Netawaka areas. Dan reported that there was a box collapse in the W and 222 Roads area that has been repaired. The chipper machine is down because they are waiting for a custom part to be made. Other equipment in need of repair currently included the green Mack, Bobcat and a dump truck and trailer. Dan requested an executive session and at 10:12 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss personnel with Alex Belveal present. Session reopened at 10:20 a.m. No action taken.

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Boy Scout Brody Page and Amy Lutz Page met with Commissioners to discuss the concrete flag pole he would like to have installed at the courthouse lawn to earn his Eagle Scout rank. He gave the Commissioners cost estimates for a 35 foot and 40 foot pole options. The current pole is 40 feet tall. Brody suggested going with the 35 foot option as it would be slightly more visible for people in their cars. It was decided that Brody would fundraise the monies needed and the county would assist with the installation and purchase new flags. Brody asked to use the courthouse lawn for his fundraisers because they typically like to do so near the project site so people can see what the proceeds will be used for. 

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported that the campgrounds were full once again. He has reached out to a local engineering firm to conduct a dam inspection and is waiting a return call. He informed the Commissioners that the memorial bench for Steve Keller is ready to be placed. He is accepting bids for the wetlands project through Friday.
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to adopt Resolution 2019-12 Authority to Submit the .4% Sales Tax Question to the Voters and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. This allows the special question to be printed on the November ballot. 

County Resident Dave Snyder met with Commissioners to request parks and recreation funds from the alcohol tax for improvements to Linscott Park. He stated he was waiting for some sample materials and would then make an appointment to officially make his request.

At 11:33 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into a 5 minute executive session for attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal and Kathy Mick. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:41 a.m. No action taken.

County Clerk Kathy Mick reported that the current auditing firm is no longer going to do county audits so they will need to find someone new for next year.

At 11:45 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for 10 minutes for attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at noon. No action taken.

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

Youth Services Director Brooke Smith met with Commissioners to review and approve grant paperwork. She also wanted to acknowledge County Clerk Kathy Mick for her exceptional work with the grant process.

Received a phone call from county resident Bill Barrow regarding a road concern.

Elderly Services Director Amanda Spalding informed Commissioners that her building has termites again. She has contacted Grass Roots Pest Control and they will be using a foam to eradicate the problem this time. She also wanted to let the BOCC know she has filled her open positions.

County Clerk Kathy Mick met with Commissioners to discuss the 2020 budget.

Undersheriff Darrel Chapman joined the meeting to discuss the 2020 budget with Kathy Mick and the Commissioners.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Attorney
	Rebecca Gerhardt
	$ 60,600.00 per year
	$ 
	Resignation
	08/07/2019

	Elderly
	Shelly Will
	$ 
	$ 13.04 per hour
	Hired part time
	08/07/2019

	Youth Services
	Shelby Patch
	$ 12.79 per hour
	$ 13.00 per hour
	Introductory period complete
	07/25/2019

	Youth Services
	Jessica Herzog
	$14.41 per hour
	$14.97 per hour
	Length of service increase
	08/25/2019

	Sheriff
	Jose A. Martinez
	$ 
	$ 16.29 per hour
	Hired full time
	08/12/2019

	Sheriff
	Justin Cooper
	$ 
	$ 16.29 per hour
	Hired full time
	08/26/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:29 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, August 19th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of August 19, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, August 19th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett reported that there are Bridge Improvement Funds available through the state where the county would pay only 10% of the replacement cost. Of the bridges eligible for these funds, Dan would like to apply for assistance with 2 bridges, one at F7 and 278 Roads and the second at W4 and 223 Roads. Dan also invited Commissioners to a memorial bench dedication on Wednesday morning at the lake for former Road and Bridge employee Steve Keller. Dan requested an executive session to discuss personnel. At 9:32 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session with Dan Barnett for matters of personnel for 5 minutes and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:48 a.m. No action taken.

At 10:25 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss attorney client privilege for 15 minutes with Alex Belveal, Dan Barnett and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:44 a.m. No action taken.
 
Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths submitted one bid for the wetlands project from Brahma Excavating Inc. for $29,751.44, which was well over the engineer’s cost estimate. The Commissioners decided to reject the bid and relet the project for further bidding. Lu also reported he had replaced a water hydrant and had a busy weekend with boaters and campers. The lake also hosted a Quail Forever event.

At 11:03 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for attorney client privilege for 10 minutes with Alex Belveal and Kathy Mick present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:22 a.m. No action taken.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the hiring of Gordon CPA as the county auditor for 2020 and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

County Clerk Kathy Mick met with Commissioners to discuss the 2020 budget.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of August 12th and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 
Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb rejoined the meeting to ask about the budget for 2020. The BOCC explained that they are anticipating a half mill drop overall. They noted increased fuel and oil costs for Road and Bridge and increased health insurance premiums for county employees. The proposed budget will be published later this week.

Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	Road and Bridge
	6629
	Welborn Sales
	pipe
	$7,746.00

	Appraiser
	6751
	Navrats
	chairs
	$1,696.02



Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Treasurer
	Sarah Mitchell
	$ 
	$15.00 per hour
	Hired full time
	07/15/2019

	Road and Bridge
	Scott Strathman
	$ 16.38 per hour
	$15.85 per hour 
	Transfer
	09/03/2019



The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, August 26th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of August 26, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, August 26th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber requested an executive session. At 8:59 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss personnel with Scott Kieffaber and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:06 a.m. No action taken. Scott informed the Commissioners that the KDHE permit manager had been to the landfill recently to discuss the approval for glass cover beginning in 2020. The landfill needs to be covered with dirt or glass 2-4 times per year. The glass is crushed at the recycling center and being stored in containers until the permit is amended to allow its use for cover. The permit manager also noted that with the shooting range area they need to have a 150 foot buffer between the landfill and itself as well as update the map to show the range in proximity to the landfill once completed. Scott requested approval to purchase a self-contained dump trailer that his department can use to haul heavy materials without the use of a large truck and CDL licensed driver. The Commissioners agreed to receive bids for this type of trailer. Scott informed the BOCC that the materials for the drain tile are ready and he is waiting for the weather to dry up and assistance from Road and Bridge to complete the installation.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted two bids for fuel:
· Haag Oil       $17,059.00
· Knotty Pine $17,220.00
Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to accept the bid from Haag Oil for $17,059.00 and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Dan and the Commissioners discussed the difficulties with working around the weather they have dealt with this summer. They discussed extending work hours on days where the weather is good and possibly coming to work on Saturday if the week days were rainy. It was suggested to work 10 hour days, weather permitting, because Saturday work is only required during inclement weather situations. Commissioner Kathrens asked Dan questions about material being used by Road and Bridge. Dan suggested getting ANSI class 3 rated safety vests and pants for the crew to wear. These garments would have reflective bands on the torso and also limbs. Dan asked the Commissioners about looking into a technology based system for prioritizing jobs and accountability in completing the items added to an internet based checklist. He would like to start with foreman first and see how that goes. It would be implemented through an app downloaded on a smart phone or tablet that is specifically designed for their needs. Dan also discussed the equipment issues his department is having and the need for replacement on some.

Tourism Council member Anna Wilhelm requested grant approval for $3000.00 for Super 8 and Red Roof Inn hotels in Holton to use towards the costs of their shared billboard space. The funds for the grant are collected from a bed tax paid by those who stay in county hotels. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the $3000.00 grant and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 
Chamber Director Lori Banks, President Laura Golden and Administrative Assistant Ashlee York met with Commissioners to discuss the funding they receive from the county. 

County Clerk discussed the 2020 budget with the Commissioners.

At 10:22 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss personnel and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:40 a.m.

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported a slower weekend at the lake however they have only a few spots left for Labor Day weekend. He will be advertising the wetlands project in the Holton Recorder again this week.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the amended minutes of August 19th and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

County Resident Jim Baxter stopped in to inform the Commissioner that 262nd Road is very narrow due to the weather washing it out. The BOCC will notify Road and Bridge.

Friends of the Park representative Dave Snyder met with Commissioners to request funds from the alcohol tax funded parks and recreation funds for repairs, maintenance and improvements to Linscott Park in Holton. He requested $5000.00 and explained that the park was built in 2010 and has needed very little maintenance done to it until now. Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to approve $5000.00 from the alcohol tax fund for the park and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Dan Barnett returned to the meeting to discuss his Cintas uniform and rug cleaning contract options and billing for replacement parts on a Mack truck.

Received a thank you from the New Hope Center food pantry for the county’s donation of beef.

Received the Jackson County Fair Association 2018 Annual Budget Report.

Approved Emergency Vehicle Designation Applications for Garrett Schultz and Russell Bontrager submitted by Emergency Management Director Pat Korte.





Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Telcom Construction
	Plow and bore to install pedestal to residence
	
	T4 Road
	08/20/2019



Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Attorney
	Denise Sweet
	$15.00 per hour 
	$16.03 per hour
	Length of Service increase
	08/21/2019

	Attorney
	Cynthia Zaczyk
	$ 
	$15.00 per hour
	Hired
	08/21/2019

	Attorney
	Brian Koch
	$60,600.00 salary
	$
	Resignation
	08/29/2019

	Attorney
	Joi Motto
	$15.00 per hour
	$
	Resignation
	08/19/2019

	Environmental Services
	Scott Strathman
	$16.38 per hour
	$
	Transfer
	09/02/2019



The meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Tuesday, September 3rd, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of September 3, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, September 3rd, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Randy and Kathy Robinson joined the meeting to share their concern on X4 Road south of 158th Road where there is a low water crossing with a damaged tube. They have farm ground that they use this road to access and it is impassible currently due to wet conditions. Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett joined the meeting and agreed that the tube needs replaced. He stated he would like to get in there to replace the 36 inch tube with a 5 foot tube with a cage to stop debris from clogging it but he cannot get the equipment in there at this time. He suggested grading the roadway and digging the ditches deeper to help with drainage. Dan discussed receiving one salt only bid for the winter season. He is still looking for other bids including salt and sand mixtures to compare to the one bid before submitting. Dan requested an executive session to discuss personnel at 9:29 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for personnel with Dan Barnett and Kathy Mick for 10 minutes. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:47 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to amend the county’s payroll plan to establish a training pay rate for a 6 month training period for the position of Road and Bridge Foreman. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. The training pay will be .50 cents less on the pay scale for the Foreman position. Dan reminded the BOCC that Jackson County will be hosting the NEK Road and Bridge Officials meeting in early 2020. 

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

At 9:59 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to open the 2020 budget hearing and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. At 10:05 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to close the hearing and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to adopt the 2020 budget and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

At 10:09 a.m. Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session for matters of personnel for 15 minutes with Alex Belveal, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:24 a.m. 

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported having a very full Labor Day weekend at the lake. They also had a lighting strike near the main boat ramp which damaged a sewer pump and light. The BOCC discussed surge protection for the 3 pumps and possibly adding lightning rods in places with electrical boxes. Lu stated that on October 5th there will be a hunter safety course offered at the lake. 



Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Elderly
	Donna Beam
	$13.04 per hour
	$13.67 per hour
	Introductory period complete
	08/28/2019

	Elderly
	Shelly Will
	$13.04 per hour
	$13.67 per hour
	Introductory period complete
	08/28/2019

	Elderly 
	Alicia Spalding
	$
	$13.67 per hour
	Transfer
	08/28/2019

	Elderly 
	Leatrice Jim
	$13.67 per hour
	$
	Resignation
	08/30/2019



The meeting adjourned at 12 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, September 9th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of September 9, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, September 9th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte submitted a five year mitigation plan renewal for approval. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-13 Hazard Mitigation Plan and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Chairperson Zwonitzer asked about the county’s eligibility for disaster funds and Pat explained that the flooding damages in Jackson were minimal and did not qualify.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett introduced Wade Cormier as the new Road and Bridge foreman. Dan also discussed some salt bids he had received and stated he would be contacting the companies to find out when their offers expired. He started to call around for rates on a premixed salt and sand but had not been able to get any pricing yet. Chairperson Zwonitzer reported a road concern at 198th west of highway 75 where there is a large washout caused from drainage off a driveway. Dan requested to present information on an electronic documentation subscription he would like to implement at Road and Bridge for communication between administrative staff and foremen. They would be able to customize the application to the county’s specific needs and could prioritize tasks, keep photo and cost logs regarding projects and would have the convenience of relaying information to those who need to access it.

Chamber Director Lori Banks and Administrative Assistant Ashlee York met with Commissioners to discuss the upcoming Fall Fest on October 12th. They asked how many Chamber volunteers were needed and if the Commissioners would like to judge the chili and soup contest. Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips joined the meeting and he stated 1 or 2 volunteers to help with trash and cleanup would be sufficient. Chad also reported that the sidewalk project is complete. The remaining dirt work and planting of grass seed will be done soon. Road and Bridge Shop foreman Bryson Bain is working on the gate to complete the fence project at the courthouse. Chad submitted 2 facilities use requests. The Jackson County Democrats will be meeting in Memorial Hall on September 22nd at 4 p.m. and Senator Jerry Moran will host a meet and greet on September 18th at 10:30 a.m. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve $15,000.00 from the alcohol fund to support Jackson County Communities that Care Coalition (J.C.C.T.C.C.) for this school year and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

At 10:21 a.m. Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session for economic development for 10 minutes and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:30 a.m. No action taken.

At 11:01 a.m. County Clerk Kathy Mick requested a 5 minute executive session to discuss security and Commissioner Kathrens made the motion. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Alex Belveal and Tara Peek were present. Session reopened at 11:09 a.m. No action taken.

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported that the lake has slowed down quite a bit. Lu stated he is still gathering estimates to determine whether to repair the existing sewer pump or buy a new one. They have been busy preparing for the cross country meet on Thursday.

Chairperson Zwonitzer gave an overview of the NEK Officials meeting she attended last Friday in Emporia. 

Recessed for lunch from noon-1 p.m.

At 1:12 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal, Pete Olson, Troy Gott and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:30 p.m. No action taken. 

District Court Clerk Colleen Reamer and Judge Marek met with Commissioners to discuss a bid they had received for new computers and a server for the court system. The Commissioners gave their approval to purchase the necessary technology.

Reviewed a survey submitted by the Drapers in regards to a property line adjoining one of the county’s parking areas.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of August 26th and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of September 3rd and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Attorney
	Mary McAsey
	$
	$15.52 per hour
	Hired full time
	08/30/2019

	Youth Services
	Jessica Herzog
	$125 stipend
	$0
	On hold until able to be on call
	08/25/2019

	Road and Bridge
	Wade Cormier
	$16.38 per hour
	$21.56 per hour
	Promotion
	09/9/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, September 16th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of September 16, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, September 16th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber requested an executive session to discuss personnel. At 9 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss personnel with Scott Kieffaber and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:06 a.m. No action taken. Scott explained that the rental sprayer was in need of replacement and he was considering giving the current one to the lake for spraying weeds there. The Commissioners agreed that would be acceptable. Scott submitted trailer quotes as follows:
· Hoyt’s Truck Center $8,351.71
· Jim’s Trailer Sales     $8,046.25
Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the Hoyt’s Truck bid of $8,351.71 and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. It was decided that the Hoyt’s Truck Center trailer was more heavy duty constructed and was closer in proximity for immediate delivery and any warranty work that may be needed in the future.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett discussed some damages to a landowner’s water line caused by the county’s rip rap washing out from the heavy rains. The water line was exposed and vulnerable to damage from rocks and debris. It was decided that the landowner would need to work with the water company to have the line moved and repaired. Dan reported that the State of Kansas denied the local bridge project funds requested for 222 and W4 Roads. Dan submitted salt bids as follows:
· Independent Salt $54.52 per ton
· Central Salt           $58.84 per ton
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the Independent Salt bid of $54.52 per ton and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Dan informed the BOCC that a representative from NEXTera will be joining the September 30th meeting to discuss transmission lines from wind energy in the county. Per Dan’s request, Dude Solutions joined the meeting via webinar to present their application for completing work orders electronically. The app allows customization of the specific county preferences such as filters, scheduled maintenance, complaints, asset inventory, photos and costs of materials used for projects. Currently the Road and Bridge department uses a paper work order system and foreman are given their papers when they come into the office. The proposed electronic documentation program can be accessed by computer or phone, both online and offline and the data is stored infinitely on a cloud based server. BOCC will discuss before making any decision to purchase.

Treasurer Linda Gerhardt and County Counselor Alex Belveal discussed a county tax sale for property with delinquent taxes of 3 years or more. Alex will draft a resolution for the Commissioners to adopt at a later meeting.
Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths submitted one bid for the wetlands project from Brahma Excavating Inc. for $28,562.20. The Commissioners rejected the bid as it was too high and decided to table the project for now. Lu reported that the monthly water testing at the lake is showing no excessive nitrate levels. He also stated that the campgrounds are slowing down and he has purchased some low cost mulch alongside Mike Reichle, Holton Parks and Recreation Director. 

County resident Porter Smith stopped in to say that he wanted to give the maintenance employees at the courthouse credit as he feels the building is well maintained and he appreciates the work they do. 

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips joined the meeting and submitted a time off request. He also gave an update on the new sidewalk dirt work progress.

At 11:31 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss economic development with Alex Belveal present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:47 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the sale of a 153 foot by 6 foot portion of county square footage for $862.92 to county business owners. Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded and motion carried 2/1. [(On October 15, 2019 this motion was voted on for a second time) Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the sale of a 153 foot by 6 foot portion of county square footage for $862.92 to county business owners Jeff and Sarah Draper and Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.] You may refer to the October 15, 2019 minutes to view the motion as well.

Recessed for lunch from noon-1 p.m.

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting. Commissioner Elmer was absent for the afternoon to attend a medical appointment.

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte joined the meeting and Chairperson Zwonitzer shared a road safety plan email that was submitted by Dan Barnett with her. Pat suggested getting more information from the sender. 

County Clerk Kathy Mick discussed the funds brought in from the current .4% sales tax.

Business owner Sarah Draper met with the Commissioners to discuss her purchase of county square footage for her business.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of September 9th and Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 2/0.

Approved payroll and bills.

Received a letter from Champion Pest Control requesting their business be considered for any future county pest control needs.
Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	Recycling
	6752
	Hoyt Truck Sales
	14 foot trailer
	$8351.71



Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Attorney
	Jeffrey Morrow
	$
	$57,500 salary
	Hired full time
	09/09/2019

	Sheriff
	Damien Rubanick
	$15.29 per hour
	$15.75 per hour
	Introductory period complete
	09/13/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, September 23, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of September 23, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, September 23rd, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber met with Commissioners to discuss taking cardboard from the Kickapoo Tribe and Prairie Band Potawatomi Tribe as they no longer have contracts for pick up. Scott explained that they do have the space to accommodate it and the BOCC approved. 

County residents Ed and Richard Bausch joined the meeting to discuss their recent damages to a water line caused by excessive rains washing out the soil covering the line, leaving it exposed and then busted by rocks. They informed Commissioners that the water line was put in between 1990 and 1991 by Rural Water #1. They plan to have the line moved so it doesn’t happen again but were seeking help with the water bill and moving the rock back to where it needs to be. The rock was placed to help protect the tube going under the roadway. Over time the creek has washed the rock out of place and eroded the banks from the water churning. It was also discussed that there is a damaged tube very near this location at O and 118 Roads. The Commissioners stated they would like to see the area before making any decisions on how to best help the situation.  

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted fuel bids as follows:
· Knotty Pine $2.365 per gallon #2 Diesel
· Haag Oil       $2.37 per gallon #2 Diesel
Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the Knotty Pine bid for 6500 gallons at $15,372.50 and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Dan reported that crews still have to patch on 190th and 198th Roads. He explained that his department has been focusing on the rock roads because of rains and farmers needing to utilize the roadways. This has put them behind schedule on some of the chip and seal projects. County resident Scott Misenhelter stopped in to commend the mower employee working near his property. He stated that they are mowing up to the fence line and appears to know how to operate the tractor mower well. Overall he feels the roads have greatly improved and he believes the patrons are happy with the progress. 

At 9:54 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for attorney client privilege for 15 minutes with Alex Belveal and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:10 a.m. No action taken.

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips informed Commissioners that Riley Electric has completed their work on the first floor of the courthouse and will be starting on the third floor soon. They are updating some electrical systems to meet KDOL standards.

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting. 

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported that he had met with the Dillner family at the Friends of Banner Creek Reservoir meeting. He suggested a proposed site to the Commission and shared that Mark Aeschliman had joined the meeting to assist with seeking volunteer laborers for the community building. The board is also seeking matching grant funds. The proposed building is a 42 x 60 enclosed space with a kitchen area and bathrooms on one end that can be opened separately for use when the building is not rented. Also, county resident Gary Keehn is seeking state funds to construct an archery range at the lake. The BOCC discussed adding the 9 camping spaces in Campground B that Lu had requested. No decision was made.

Met with County Appraiser Jason Claycamp to ask for his assistance in gathering and presenting information regarding how property valuation and tax collection works in the county. Jason reported that his office received approximately a 94% score on their 2018 Real Estate Appraisal and Sales Ratio Study. This comes from the Kansas Division of Property Valuation and shows that Jackson County is appraising property value at about 6% less than market value when comparing the county’s appraised values versus what properties actually sell for. The compliance range is set to be within 90-110% and this shows the county is on the lower end of the range which is where they want to be.

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte discussed the county’s inventory of generators and their locations.

Received a notice of annual meeting from KWORCC and selected Commissioner Elmer to serve as voting delegate and Chairperson Zwonitzer as alternate.

Recessed for lunch from noon-1 p.m.

Left chambers and toured the City of Holton Wastewater Treatment Plant. BOCC went to 118 and O Roads to view the damaged water line and tube concern reported by Richard Bausch. The BOCC also drove the haul route for the new quarry and surrounding areas.


Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Telcom Construction
	Bore under T4 Road from pedestal to house
	
	21415 T4 Lane
	08/20/2019

	Telcom Construction
	Plow 775 feet of 3pr 22 gauge copper cable
	
	27284 Q Road
	08/13/2019





Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Road and Bridge
	Jason Ross
	$
	$16.38 per hour
	Re-hired full time
	09/30/2019

	Road and Bridge
	Gary Curtis
	$16.38 per hour
	$16.38 per hour
	Transfer
	10/05/2019

	Road and Bridge
	Greg Elder
	$16.38 per hour
	$16.38 per hour
	Transfer
	10/05/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, September 30, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of September 30, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, September 30th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett discussed the Local Road Safety Plan (LRSP) webinar he attended, explaining the State of Kansas is offering to hire an engineer to conduct studies on roads where accidents occur. Plans from this data can be used to apply for funds. It costs $5000.00 to have the engineer’s services to create a plan for the county. The Commissioners and Dan agreed that they did not want to proceed with this plan. Dan reported that the chip and seal on E Road is done to 158th. The distributor truck needs repairs so they plan to borrow City of Holton’s while they get the parts replaced. They will be doing a third pass overlay on 214 Road tomorrow and patching what they can before the next rain. If it rains they will work on prepping the snow and ice equipment.

District Coroner Joel Hutchins met with the Commission to inform them of his plans to retire as coroner beginning January 1, 2020. He will continue to work as a physician. He explained that in the 2nd Judicial District, Pottawatomie County is the most populated of the four counties so their Commission will be responsible for appointing the new coroner. The BOCC thanked him for his numerous years of service.

NextEra Representatives Brittany Bruce and Chris Sledge provided the Commissioners with a preliminary draft of a road use agreement for the county. Their wind energy company will be installing transmission lines from the Nemaha County site through the county on private landowner’s properties through lease agreements. This will increase traffic on certain roads during construction. They provided a map of the transmission lines and proposed haul routes. They will be transporting 140 foot poles and loads up to 130,000 lbs. There will only be transmission lines in Jackson County, not wind turbines, but they could be transporting parts for turbines to be used Nemaha County. The representatives explained that their company plans to build up the roads to be used and will put them back or leave any improvements at the county’s discretion. The BOCC stated they will discuss and make contact when they are ready to negotiate the terms of the agreement.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve county disaster relief for 2018 property taxes and septic and building fee waivers for Dan Child and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to appoint Rod Wittmer as educational representative for the JCAB board and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported that things have slowed down at the lake. He plans to shut things down early November and leave the south side gate open until December 1. Mowing has slowed down as well but there is rain coming in the forecast.
Recessed for lunch from noon-1 p.m.

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting. 

At 1:05 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for security with Alex Belveal, Tim Blevins and Kathy Mick. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:49 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into agreement with Networks Plus for IT managed services and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to adopt Resolution 2019-14 Acceptable Use of Information Technology Resources Policy and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

BOCC had a phone call with Lisa Clevenger from Banner Creek Animal Clinic regarding animals brought in as strays. She stated that sometimes they know who the owners are and they will not come get their pets. The BOCC suggested billing the owner for boarding the pets and also wanted to look into enforcing animal cruelty charges.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the minutes of September 16th and 23rd as written and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Received a phone call asking about the tax sale. She was informed the list would be ready January or February. 

Reviewed and approved payroll and bills.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Attorney
	Cynthia Zaczyk
	$15.00 per hour
	$
	Resignation
	09/09/2019

	Road and Bridge
	Brock Curtis 
	$12.97 per hour
	$
	Resignation
	09/24/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:02 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, October 7, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of October 7, 2019

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Zwonitzer at 9:00 a.m.  Also present were Commissioners Elmer and Kathrens.  County Clerk Kathy Mick recorded the minutes.

Weed Director Scott Kieffaber informed the Commissioners that he has received his landfill certification. Ed Rostetter’s certification was renewed.

Scott requested permission to purchase two new 300 gallon spray trailers.  He also wants to give the departments best sprayer to Banner Creek Reservoir and to sell the other one on Purple Wave.  The Commissioners agreed.

Scott reported that he sold the department Dodge Dakota on Purple Wave for $800.  Scott wants to put this $800 towards the purchase of a Brush Hog Mower.  The Commissioners approved up to $1,500 for the purchase of a Brush Hog Mower and instructed the Clerk to issue a check for this purchase.

Scott discussed the possibility of changing the Recycling Center’s hours starting January 2020.  He wants the Recycling Center to be open Monday through Friday 8-4:30 and Saturday 8 to noon.  The Commissioners agreed to the change.

Scott informed Road and Bridge Mechanic Bryson Bain that Road and Bridge need to slow down when driving by the Recycling Center where it is posted 5 miles per hour.

Gale Liggatt met with the Commissioners to discuss road concerns in the northern part of the County. Liggatt stated people are going to start taking care of the roads themselves.  The Commissioner informed him that would not be allowed.

In the absence of Dan Barnett, Shop Foreman Bryson Bain met with the Commissioners.  Bryson informed the Commissioner that KCAMP will issue an insurance check for a wrecked trailer in the amount of $6,950.

Bryson informed the Commissioners that Nemaha County helped Jackson County out when our oil distributer broke down.  Nemaha County brought down their oil distributer and man to run it.  The Commissioner told Bryson to make sure a Thank You was sent to Nemaha County.

Bryson reported that only one motor grader was out grading, the rest are working on the patching crew on 214th road.

Charles Rickel met with the Commissioners again concerning a fence between a landowner and himself.  Charles has fixed his half of the fence and wants the adjoining landowner to fix the other half but the adjoining landowner does not have livestock. The Commissioners have been advised that a non-livestock owner cannot be made to fence out the neighbors cattle.

Chamber representatives Lori Banks and Ashlee York received permission from the Commission to again place a Santa Shack in the Courtyard.  It will be open every Thursday evening.  

December 7th will be the ‘Parade of Lights’ and Santa will meet children in the Courtyard where individuals can take pictures of children with Santa. If the weather is bad Santa will be inside the Courthouse.  The Commissioners agreed.

Tourism Representative Anna Wilhelm showed the Commissioners the rack card that was developed for tourism in Jackson County.  A motion was made by Elmer and seconded by Kathrens to approve the printing of 5,000 the rack cards by Marketing Concepts for $400. Chairman Zwonitzer called for a vote. Motion carried 3/0.

The Commissioners agreed to continue the Bed Tax Coupon for $10 off in 2020.

Anna informed the Commissioners that there will be fill a vacancy on the Tourism Board for a Jackson County business representative.

Signed added & abated orders 152-154.

Commissioner Elmer will be the KCAMP voting delegate for the annual meeting. Commissioner Zwonitzer will be the alternate.

The Commissioners agreed to purchase 15 books from Farm and Home Publishing in the next edition at the rate of $24 per book.  Anyone living in the rural areas of Jackson County should receive one of these books for free.  If you haven’t been receiving you need to call 614-444-3508 and make sure they have your address on file.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths requested permission to purchase a Brush Hog Mower.  The Commissioners agreed.

Lu is in the process of moving the pergola out of Campground C to the swim beach.  He will pour a concrete base.

Acknowledged receipt of an email from Lauren Van Wagoner stating that she is resigning from her Mayetta Fire Board position.

Holton Recorder Reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Blue Cross & Blue Shield Representative Doug Martens met with the Commissioners to present the renewal amounts for 2020.  The estimated month premium rate went up 39% from $98,699.87 to $136,904.15. No decision was made.

Juvenile Intake Director Brooke Smith requested an executive session to discuss personnel.  Elmer made the motion and Kathrens seconded to go into executive session for a period of 5 minutes.  Chairperson Zwonitzer called for a vote.  Motion carried 3/0.  The meeting closed at 2:05 p.m. and opened at 2:10 p.m.  No decision was made.

County Attorney Shawna Miller informed the Commissioners that she would be interested in being part of the County’s computer backup system and security program.  The Commissioners agreed to pay for the cost of having the Attorney’s system backed up like the rest of the courthouse.

County Attorney Shawna Miller informed the Commissioners of her intention to subcontract with Brown County Attorney Kevin Hill at the rate of $3,000 per month to handle all “Child in Need of Care” cases. Shawna will check with the County’s insurance carrier, KCAMP, to determine who will be responsible for liability insurance.

The Commissioners signed the real estate closing agreements to sell a strip of land from the Sr. Citizens Departments north property line to Jeff and Sarah Draper. 

The Commissioners signed the documents allowing employees to contribute funds to the State of Kansas Public Employees Deferred Compensation Plan (KPERS 457) sponsored by KPERS to handle much of the fiduciary responsibilities.

Undersheriff Darrel Chapman updated the Commissioners on the progress of receiving proposals on security cameras throughout the Courthouse and Courthouse grounds.

County Counselor Alex Belveal received an inquiry if Mayetta Fire could still join the latest Neighborhood Revitalization Program.  Alex responded that it was too late to join.

Received notice that the Banner Creek Dam has passed the requirements outlined in K.S.A. 82a-301 through 305a. The engineer encouraged us to control vegetation on embankments within the riprap and spillway.

The Commissioners worked on reports and presentations for meetings at Netawaka, Courthouse and Hoyt on October 15, 16 and 17 to answer questions concerning the .4% sales tax.

Elmer made the motion and Kathrens seconded to approve the corrected minutes of September 30, 2019.  Chairperson Zwonitzer called for a vote.  Motion carried 3/0.

Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	Road and Bridge
	
	Welborn Sales
	tubes
	$2,190.00




Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Juvenile Intake
	Kim Clark
	$ 17.52 per hour
	$
	Resignation
	10/16/2019

	Juvenile Intake
	Shelby Patch
	$13.00 per hour
	$13.26 per hour
	Length of service
	10/25/2019

	Juvenile Intake
	Jessica Herzog
	$14.97 per hour
	$
	Resignation
	10/16/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, October 21, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of October 15, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, October 15th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett reported that they replaced a pipe on Friday after it caved in on 310 Road. Commissioner Kathrens asked why main roads had not been bladed since the last large rain. Dan stated that he has changed rock gradation to a cleaner rock to help stiffen the roads. He explained that his crews have been busy with patching and chip seal projects. He stated they need more help and he has depleted his rock budget. Chairperson Zwonitzer told Dan to order more rock and they will find the money. Dan stated that a trucking company will be coming tomorrow to run their proposed route for hauling the transmission lines. He will be documenting the road conditions. The Commissioners discussed the Dude Solutions app with Dan to be used for Road and Bridge to track projects. Chairperson Zwonitzer and Commissioner Elmer agreed the app would be useful Commissioner Kathrens stated that he did not think it would be utilized and questioned how the department uses their computerized inventory. Dan explained to Kathrens how the process works within his department to track inventory and keeping parts in stock. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the purchase from Dude Solutions for $11,000.00 ($5,000.00 annual fee and $6,000.00 onetime startup fee) and Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 2/1 with Commissioner Kathrens opposing the purchase. Commissioner Kathrens questioned where the money would come from to pay for this when they don’t have the funds for electrical pedestals to be installed at the shop. Dan explained that he would wait until January to purchase and that it would be covered from the training fund. Commissioner Kathrens mentioned that he doesn’t want county employees driving county trucks home empty. Commissioner Elmer stated that he disagreed as this is a benefit to employees. Chairperson Zwonitzer agreed that this a benefit that has been abused and needs to stop. She stated she has been getting too many complaints from county patrons reporting that they see county employees headed home empty for the day before quitting time. They want all Road and Bridge employees to drive their personal vehicles to and from work besides foremen and the Director. Dan said to consider it done and he will call Holton City electric to make arrangements for pedestals to be installed at the county shop for 5-7 trucks.

Chamber of Commerce Board President Laura Golden and Administrative Assistant Ashlee York informed Commissioners that Chamber Director Lori Banks resigned and Ashlee will be serving as interim Chamber Director. They gave an update on recent Chamber event, Fall Fest and upcoming event Small Town Christmas. 

County Appraiser Jason Claycamp met with Commissioners as a representative of Wetmore City Council to inform them of Wetmore’s plan to zone a 3 mile radius of the city limits to prevent unauthorized windmills from being built. There are some parcels in this radius in Jackson and Brown counties. The Commissioners asked for Jason to keep them updated as their plans progress. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to adopt Resolution 2019-15 Tax Foreclosure Sale and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte submitted Firefighter of the Year nominations and discussed hosting the event in November.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the holiday schedule for 2020 as submitted and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

At 10:24 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal, Tara Peek and Kathy Mick present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:27 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the sale of a 153 foot by 6 foot portion of county square footage for $862.92 to county business owners Jeff and Sarah Draper and Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Elmer informed the BOCC that he is no longer a member of the NEK Area Agency on Aging board as they have updated their bylaws to have term limits. 

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths gave an update on the Friends of Banner Creek Reservoir’s plan for a community building at the lake. He stated that the plans include a metal structure 42 foot by 60 foot, kitchen, storage area, HVAC, storm shelter and ADA compliant bathrooms accessible from both the interior and exterior. Board members are working on applying for a grant to assist with the building costs. They will also be seeking in kind donations from contractors to use towards their 50% match in addition to the funds they have fundraised. Lu asked about the additional camping spots he wants to create and the Commissioners stated they were still going to discuss before making a decision. The BOCC did give approval for the purchase of a trailer to transport the skid loader. Lu stated he was hoping to get the concrete poured for the pad today by the north side swim beach where he moved the pergola from campground C.

At 11:35 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss matters of personnel for 5 minutes with Alex Belveal and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:44 a.m. No action taken.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the minutes of October 7th as written and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips gave an update on the Fall Fest that occurred over the past weekend. 

Reviewed and approved payroll and bills.
Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff 
	Brian Montague
	$15.79 per hour
	$16.06 per hour
	Length of service
	09/25/2019

	Clerk
	Tara Peek 
	$15.52 per hour
	$16.03 per hour
	Length of service
	09/10/2019

	Road and Bridge
	Richard Spielman 
	$15.14 per hour
	$15.42 per hour
	Introductory period complete
	10/08/2019




The meeting adjourned at 12 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, October 21, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of October 21, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, October 21st, 2019 at 9 a.m. Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber submitted the approval letter from KDHE allowing the landfill to use crushed bottle glass for alternate immediate cover for the construction and demolition portion for one year. Scott informed Commissioners that he recently purchased a John Deere brush hog for $1,150.00. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted fuel bids as follows:
· Haag Oil 	$18,636.00
· Knotty Pine	$19,440.00
Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the Haag Oil bid for $18,636.00 and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 2/0. Dan informed Commissioners that he and Eric Fritz recently attended Caterpillar’s governmental training day. At 9:28 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal, Kathy Mick, Tara Peek and Dan Barnett. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 2/0. Session reopened at 9:48 a.m. No action taken.

NEK Area Agency on Aging Executive Director Karen Wilson and Dispatcher Justina Cockerham met with Commissioners to discuss their intentions on applying for a grant from KDOT for transportation services vans to be purchased and used in Jackson County. They began transit services in July 2015 in Brown County and now have 4 and serve surrounding counties. They plan to request funds for 2 wheelchair accessible vans with estimated costs of $60,000.00 per van. The grant would be an 80/20 split and if the county is interested they would assist with the 20% cost share. They would continue to dispatch services from their office in Hiawatha and the vans would be likely stationed in Holton. Commissioners Elmer and Kathrens agreed that they support the efforts in obtaining the grant for transportation services. 

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips informed Commissioners that he was seeking bids for a mower and snow brush for the courthouse grounds. He would like to replace the 2007 Grasshopper before it snows. He will submit bids once he has received them.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths discussed the hay leases on the reservoir grounds. Lu stated he had been discussing the New Year’s Eve fireworks display with VFW representative Leroy Bailey. He stated they have begun winterizing the south side and have completed the concrete pad and shade structure near the north swim beach. He requested the placement of electrical for new camping spots. No decision made.

Chairperson Zwonitzer joined the meeting.
Recessed for lunch from 11:47 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting. 

Youth Services Director Brooke Smith joined the meeting. At 1 p.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for personnel with Brooke Smith, Alex Belveal, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek for 10 minutes. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:07 p.m. No action taken.

At 1:19 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter executive session for 15 minutes to discuss economic development with Alex Belveal, Dan Barnett and Bruce Rinkes. Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:40 p.m. No action taken.

Commissioner Elmer reported to Dan Barnett an area near 94th and S Roads where the asphalt edge has deteriorated. Chairperson Zwonitzer reported a residence that needed to be placed on a medical necessity list for severe weather.

Undersheriff Darrel Chapman joined the meeting and submitted security system bids as follows:
· Haug Communications Inc.	$25,432.98
· Alltech Communications	$30,377.00
· American Digital Security	$33,406.60
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the bid from ADS for $33,406.60 and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Elderly Services Director Amanda Spalding met with Commissioners to discuss the possibility of adding transportation services in Jackson County and the sale of some of the footage to the north of the parking lot at the senior center. Amanda informed the BOCC that on average they are serving 50 meals in the dining room each day and up to 50 delivered meals and 30 carry out meals. 

At 3:46 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 3:57 p.m. No action taken.

Received a letter notifying the county that the Delia State Bank property is being considered by the Kansas Historic Sites Board for review of nomination to the National Register of Historic Places at their next meeting on November 16th. The public is given a chance to speak for or against the nomination if they would like to.

Received notification from City of Holton Zoning Appeals about a public hearing on October 28th for a proposed variance for 422 and 424 Pennsylvania Avenue for a fence taller than the maximum allowable height.
Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	RWD #3
	Bore for new meter
	
	16274 150th Road
	10/16/2019



The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, October 28, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of October 28, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, October 28th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Environmental Services and Noxious Weed Director Scott Kieffaber informed the Commissioners that they have received their new signs at the recycling center. Scott presented photos to the Commissioners displaying the new signs on the buildings and on the fence. They discussed the questions about the proposed shooting range for KDHE’s inquiry. Scott had received some bids for sprayers but he was going to make some modifications and have them rebid. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett joined the meeting. Chairperson Zwonitzer had a phone call from Adam Foster about a road concern for 106th and I roads. Commissioner Kathrens stated that the parallel looks great. Dan mentioned that he had some issues in the shop in regards to Ed’s comments at a recent town hall meeting where Ed was quoted in the Holton Recorder as saying the county has 11 graders and only 4 operators. Commissioner Kathrens stated he was sorry if their feelings were hurt but they needed to know and he didn’t mention any names. At 9:32 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss personnel for 30 minutes with Dan Barnett, Kathy Mick and Alex Belveal present and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:15 a.m. No action taken. Dan discussed the signage on the chip seal roads and the quarry route. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to adopt Resolution 2019-16 Zoning Change for Chris Gross Construction Inc. from B-4 Highway Service District to A-1 General Agricultural District (4.72 acres) and I-1 Light Industrial District (4.37 acres). Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. 

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths informed Commissioners that they were completed with winterizing the south side and would be doing Campground A today. Lu stated they were working on updating the brochures for the trails and he had discussed the proposed archery range with Gary Keehn. The materials and targets will likely be provided by the archery program. Lu stated they are transplanting and trimming trees. He requested that 9 additional electric spots be added to the current tent camping area. He would add water hydrant later. The lake currently has 17 water and electric hookups on the south side and 44 on the north. Commissioner Kathrens made the motion to approve the purchase of the electric pedestals at an estimated cost of $15,000.00 and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Lu informed Commissioners he would be getting estimates for a storm shelter/basement for the proposed community building at the lake.

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m. 
Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting. David Key, Nancy Nelson and Henriette Area met with the Commissioners to discuss the placement of a plaque and tree dedication the Meadowlark Extension Council would like to do on the courthouse lawn. They used to have a plaque and tree on the southeast corner but it has since been removed. Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips gave some input on some ideas for new tree species and also suggested they could dedicate one that he has recently planted. The marker would be a one piece aluminum cast mount, 7 x 9 inches stating 100th anniversary of the K-State Research and Extension and their 88th year partnership with Jackson County. Chad stated that he would like the species printed on the plaque as well. The BOCC gave their blessing to move forward with their plaque.
Received a phone call from Wes Thompson about the 106th and I Roads concern. He was informed that it had been reported to Road and Bridge.

At 1:36 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal, Tara Peek, Bruce Rinkes and Kenny Blair present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:52 p.m. No action taken.

Elderly Services Director Amanda Spalding, Karen Wilson and Justina Cockerham met with Commissioners about their general transportation services they plan to operate in Jackson County. They will need a limited office space with a locking desk and Amanda offered her television room for their purposes. Karen explained that the grant is due in November for the July award. They are planning to apply for funds to purchase 2 vans and would like to get started by offering one van in the Holton area as soon as possible. They have been advertising their information in the Holton Recorder to get the word out. They explained that they do pre-employment and random drug testing for their drivers as well as a CDL physical. They do have some car seats available for children to use but they do not secure children as that is the responsibility of the guardian. Typically they do not provide rides on days when school is cancelled for snow and icy conditions. They requested a letter of support from the county for the grant and up to $25,000.00 in funding for purchasing the two wheelchair accessible vans. They would need to allow time for a public hearing and publication. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the commitment of a 20% match, up to $25,000.00 in funding for the purchase of 2 accessible vans if they are awarded the grant. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the minutes of October 21st as written and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 

Received a phone call from Lloyd Tomson about the 106 and I Roads area. He was informed that Road and Bridge were notified. 

Received notification that the county was not selected to receive funding from the 2020 Kansas Local Bridge Improvement Program. KDOT received 86 applications and only 27 projects were approved.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff 
	James Mercer
	$18.63 per hour
	$18.63 per hour
	Part time less than 20 hours
	10/10/2019

	Youth Services
	Kim Clark 
	$
	$13.79 per hour
	Rehired on call
	10/15/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:18 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, November 4, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of October 31, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday, October 31st, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Reviewed and approved payroll and bills.

Payroll and Deputy Clerk Sally Jo Alley met with Commissioners to discuss the health insurance rates for employees. The original quote from Blue Cross Blue Shield reflected a 39% increase in premiums for 2020. After negotiations they were able to offer a 24.5% increase instead of the 39%. The Commissioners discussed and decided they would cover the 24.5% increase in premiums so the employees will not have to face the financial hardship of the increases in 2020. The employee rates will remain the same as 2019 with the exception of a few employees who were offered a one year additional benefit. [From the 10-9-2018 minutes (County Clerk Kathy Mick and Deputy County Clerk/Payroll Clerk Sally Jo Alley met with Commissioners to revise some county contributions for existing employees choosing to enroll in the family insurance plan. Originally it was decided to set the county’s portion as $1,050.00 for all employees working 30 or more hours. This benefit would reduce the premiums for employee/spouse and employee/child coverage, however, there would be an increase in premium for family premiums. The Commissioners decided to allow current employees with HSA family coverage a one-time benefit of $1,264.00 paid by the county per employee for 2019 so they could have time to adjust or make other arrangements for their health coverage in 2020. In 2020 the county’s portion of the family plan will be the same per employee regardless of the plan they choose.)] . There will be no pay raises for employees in 2020 because of the county paying the additional health insurance premiums.

Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	Custodian
	6754
	Holton Tire and Service
	Grasshopper mower
	$16,215.40




The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, November 4, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of November 4, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, November 4th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett received a thank you letter from J. Scott Wilson for the crew’s work on H Road. Commissioner Kathrens asked about cost estimates for a driveway at the site of a new tube that has been placed. Dan stated he will get him the figures. Dan reported that the FAS routes signage project is near completion.

County resident Mark Bowser met with Commissioners to discuss a road near his residence that he would like to have vacated. He requested that 174 Road from A to B be vacated. Chairperson Zwonitzer said they would consider it after they have a look of the road and adjoining land. County Counselor Alex Belveal informed Mr. Bowser that he would need to file a petition as well. 

County Treasurer Linda Gerhardt informed Commissioners that tax statements would be mailed out on Thursday.

County Appraiser Jason Claycamp informed Commissioners that he has one position opening on his planning board and two on the appeals board. He prefers to have county wide representation and wanted to keep that in mind for the open positions. He has advertised the openings in the Holton Recorder.

At 10:01 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal and Tara Peek present for 10 minutes and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:08 a.m. No action taken.

Elderly Services Director Amanda Spalding met with Commissioners to seek an alternative office space for the general transportation services to be potentially provided through the Area Agency on Aging. The senior center closes before the proposed transportation office hours so she would rather they find a space that shares the same hours as they offer. Amanda agreed to give them the space until a more suitable location can be found.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported they had been burning brush piles. They are also having a beaver problem and will be calling Wildlife and Parks to come out and assist with that issue. Lu stated he had contacted Gudenkauf Tree Services to come and transplant some larger trees possibly in the spring and will be picking up a brush hog he recently purchased. 

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m. 

Received a public notice regarding proposed Kansas Water Pollution Control Permits for Agricultural and Related Wastes and Authorization to Discharge under the National pollutant Discharge Elimination System for Ryan J. Burdiek.


Commissioners left chambers to view county roads.

Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Telcom Construction
	Plow 1100 feet of 3pr 22 gauge copper cable from pedestal to house
	
	10501 T Road
Hoyt
	11/01/2019



Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Appraiser
	Janell Buck
	$15.00 per hour
	$15.52 per hour
	Length of service increase
	10/25/2019




The meeting adjourned at 4:18 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Friday, November 15, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of November 15, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Friday, November 15th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

County Appraiser Jason Claycamp met with Commissioners to give an update from his department. He stated that Kate had taken her last test and Carol will be retiring in May. He plans to advertise for Carol’s position soon so there will be time to cross train the new employee.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted a purchase order for a larger tube to be installed near 254th and U6 Roads. They are replacing a 5 foot tube with a 6 foot tube. Dan discussed options for the Caterpillar motor grader that is due for trade in 2020. The transmission went bad and Dan wanted to consider a rebuild and warranty through Foley instead of trading in. The cost would be about $80,000 less than buying a brand new one and would have a warranty as well. It will take 8 weeks to complete the rebuild and they can rent a grader from Foley to use. The Commissioners agreed to the rebuild. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve an agreement with Foley to rebuild the Caterpillar 12H motor grader for $169,219.33 with a reduced rate for rental during the completion of the rebuild. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. This rebuild includes a 5 year/6,000 hours warranty. At 9:26 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 5 minutes with Dan Barnett and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:33 a.m. Dan stated he was planning to use the remainder of the sales tax budget to purchase pipes as he has ran out. 

At 10 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to recess the Commission meeting and open the election canvass. Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Holton Recorder Reporter Ali Holcomb and County Counselor Alex Belveal were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek presented the BOCC with 38 provisional ballots. The provisionals included name changes, not registered in Jackson County and one deceased voter who received a ballot by mail. 11 of the provisional ballots were deemed not acceptable and 27 were decided to be eligible for count. Of the 27 ballots to be counted, one was a mail in envelope that once opened was found to not have any ballot inside. 26 ballots were then counted and added to the final numbers. At 11:20 a.m. a recess was taken from the canvass. 

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths informed Commissioners that one hay lease was not being renewed and would be up for bid. He will advertise this in the newspaper. Lu discussed the Friends of Banner Creek Reservoir community building project. He believes the base estimate for a basement/storm shelter will be around $30-35,000.00. He would like it to be a walk out basement for handicap accessibility. There would also be stairs from the interior that enter the basement. Lu stated he is working on trimming and planting trees, using the brush hog, leveling areas, moving grills and site numbers. 

At 11:41 a.m. the canvass was continued.
 
Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m. 

At 1 p.m. the canvass was continued and finalized at 1:24 p.m.

Received a letter from Rural Water District #1 regarding a water line break at a county land owner’s property. 

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to reappoint Jeff Stithem to the Hoyt Rural Fire Board for another 3 year term and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. They also received a resignation from the board from Jerry Harter, who had been a board member for over 40 years. 

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve $1,000.00 from the alcohol sales tax fund for Royal Valley High School After Prom and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve $1,000.00 from the alcohol sales tax fund for Holton High School Post Prom and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended minutes of October 28th and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the minutes as written of October 31st and November 4th. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0.

Reviewed and approved payroll and bills.

Received a thank you letter from Darla Hanks for the hamburger given to her through the Senior Harvesters Box. 

Received a letter from the Kansas Department and Labor stating all items have been addressed in reference to their inspection done in May.

Received a letter from Pottawatomie County Counselor John D. Watt stating that the Pott County Commissioners had received resignation notice from District Coroner Joel Hutchins and are looking for replacement options.

Received a letter from 4-H Program Manager Cara Robinson thanking the Commissioners for the purchase of livestock at their sale.

Received a public notice regarding proposed Kansas Water Pollution Control Permits for Agricultural and Related Wastes and Authorization to Discharge under the National pollutant Discharge Elimination System for G.M. Albright Dutch Creek Farms.

Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	Road and Bridge
	6631
	Welborn Sales
	tubes
	$10,571.50




The meeting adjourned at 3:43 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, November 18, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of November 18, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, November 18th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted fuel bids as follows:
· Knotty Pine $20,050.00
· Haag Oil      $19,413.00
Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the Haag Oil bid for $19,413.00 and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. County resident Verlin Wichman discussed his concerns for O Road where there is a sand pocket on the edge of the road. He stated that the road was not wide enough for 2 cars to pass each other and he was worried that once snow covered someone could hit the pocket. He stated that the winter was hard on the road and the excessive rain has washed the road away along the sides making it narrow. There is also a plugged tube in the area of 238th and O Roads. Dan Barnett explained that the weather has taken a toll on many roads in the county and they will need to regain the ditch for proper drainage. He stated that putting rock on the road would only be a band aid and it would wash away if they don’t correct the drainage first. Dan informed the Commissioners that the bridge at P and 265 Roads is open now. Commissioner Kathrens requested the cost estimate for a specific stretch of road from 254 Road, 50 foot north on U Road. Dan informed Commissioners that he and Eric Fritz will be attending a meeting with Jackson Heights today, as well as Commissioner Kathrens.

Received a formal request from county resident Mark Bowser to close the road right of way on 174th Road from A to B Road. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to vacate 174 Road from A Road, one half mile straight east. Motion died for lack of a second. 

Rural Water District #1 General Manager Greg Drinovsky joined the meeting to discuss a water line break at Ed Bausch’s property near 118th Road. Greg informed the BOCC that the water line was installed in 1993 and not by the water district. He cited the RWD rules regarding damages to water lines leaving the meter are not their responsibility but are the responsibility of the property owner. 

The BOCC left chambers to view a county property and returned at 11 a.m. Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths stated he was working on maintenance at the lake and reported he had some fishers.

Courthouse Custodian Chad Phillips joined the meeting to discuss his vacation leave and update the BOCC on the mower purchase.
Approved Change Orders 2019-1 through 27.

Discussed the topics of the annual Kansas Association of Counties Conference held in Wichita that Chairperson Zwonitzer and Commissioner Elmer recently attended.

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:57 a.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, November 25, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of November 25, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, November 25th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Road and Bridge Mechanic Bryson Bain discussed the costs associated with repairing the 80s model Caterpillar 953 track loader used at the landfill. Bryson gave a rough estimate of $8,000.00 and stated it would take a couple weeks to complete the repairs. The Commissioners gave their approval to do so. Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett joined the meeting. At 9:16 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for matters of personnel with Dan Barnett and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:22 a.m. No action taken. Dan reported that new signage is up. 

County Clerk Kathy Mick discussed the abatement of a county tax payer who lost their house to tornado damage.

Interim Chamber Director Ashlee York and Chamber Board President Laura Golden met with Commissioners to submit their list of 2020 planned activities.

At 10 a.m. Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss attorney client privilege for 15 minutes with Alex Belveal, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 10:21 a.m. No action taken.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve $1,000.00 from the alcohol fund for Jackson Heights Post Prom and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Notified BOCC of a request from Jonathan Wimer for funds for the Mayetta Spray Park. No action taken. 

Reviewed a request for approval to buy 3 instead of 2 sprayers for Noxious Weed. There would be a discount of $400.00 on each. BOCC approved the purchase.

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Anna Wilhelm met with the Commissioners to discuss Tourism Council business. She requested approval for a grant for an upcoming American Legion Gun Show on January 4th and 5th and advertising Jackson County in the Big Kansas Road Trip in May. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the $500.00 grant for the gun show advertising and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the board members as presented for 2020 and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve up to $1000.00 in advertising grant funds for the Big Kansas Road Trip and Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported that he has been transplanting trees and trimming brush.
 Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-17 Renewal of County 4/10% Sales Tax and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

At 11:43 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session with Alex Belveal, Kathy Mick and Tara Peek for attorney client privilege and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at noon. No action taken.

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m. 

CFS Engineer Bruce Rinkes dropped off some preliminary wind farm transmission line and haul route maps for the BOCC to review. 

County resident Barbara Brockman joined the meeting to voice her concerns for how the Sheriff’s Department has conducted their investigation into several robberies occurring at properties she owns. The Commissioners explained that she will need to discuss her concerns with Sheriff Tim Morse. She also asked for information regarding the Chamber of Commerce and complimented the road maintenance of O Road.
At 2:36 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session with Alex Belveal, Shawna Miller and Tara Peek for attorney client privilege and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 2:45 p.m. No action taken.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the amended November 15th minutes and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Reviewed and approved Change Orders 2019-28, 29 and 33.

Received a tax sale proposal from Kelly Law Office in Tonganoxie.

Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	Courthouse
	6755
	Networks Plus
	computers
	$6,208.58

	Noxious Weed
	6392
	Ag Spray Equip
	sprayers
	$12,434.04




Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff
	Michael Boswell
	$18.63 per hour 
	$
	Resignation
	11/14/2019

	Elderly
	Letha Buskirk Brown
	$ 
	$13.67 per hour
	Rehired as on call
	11/20/2019

	Road and bridge
	Steve Campbell
	$16.38 per hour 
	$
	Resignation
	12/25/2019

	Road and bridge
	Keith Simecka
	$16.38 per hour 
	$
	Discharged
	11/25/2019

	Road and bridge
	Kent Jepson
	$16.11 per hour 
	$
	Resignation
	12/20/2019

	Road and bridge
	Rebecca McClane
	$15.57 per hour 
	$16.11 per hour
	Introductory period complete
	10/25/2019



The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, December 2, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of November 27, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Wednesday, November 27th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Reviewed and approved payroll and bills.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve Giant Communications to install public wifi at the courthouse and Chairperson Zwonitzer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Signed the following Purchase Orders:
	Department
	PO #
	To
	For
	Amount

	Courthouse
	6756
	Giant Communications
	wifi
	$1307.89



Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff
	Kylie Mercer
	$17.81 per hour 
	$
	Resignation
	12/05/2019

	Sheriff
	Breanna Knight
	$15.54 per hour 
	$15.79 per hour
	Length of service increase
	11/25/2019

	Sheriff
	Garrett Schultz
	$15.29 per hour 
	$
	Resignation
	11/24/2019



The meeting adjourned at 10:14 a.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, December 2, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of December 2, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, December 2nd, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber informed Commissioners that he has sold the paint shakers and a sprayer on Purplewave. He discussed getting a meeting set up to discuss the shooting range plans proposed next to the landfill. Scott submitted an updated Doniphan County HHW disposal agreement for 2020 for the Commissioners to review. 

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted vacation leave requests. He will be on call if an issue arises. Dan and the Commissioners approved the use of a truck from his department for Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths to borrow. He stated that the tube replacement at 254 Road starts today and should be done by end of week hopefully. At 9:35 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for matters of personnel with Dan Barnett and Tara Peek present and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 9:38 a.m. No action taken.

County Clerk Kathy Mick and IT Contractor Tim Blevins met with Commissioners to discuss installation of public wifi in the courthouse. 

County Appraiser Jason Claycamp met with Commissioners to answer questions about fencing requirements in the county. 

County resident Richard Bausch joined the meeting to get an update on the water issues near his property. The Commissioners explained the water district’s position on the waterline break and that the tube at 118th and O Roads was still on the list to be looked at. Richard said they should check the tube south of his residence around 114th and O4 Roads as well.

Holton Recorder reporter Ali Holcomb joined the meeting.

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths and Deb Dillner with Friends of Banner Creek Reservoir updated the BOCC on their grant process for a community building at the lake. Deb stated they had fundraised $37,000.00 so far and have plans already in place for more. She requested a letter of support for her grant and stated she wanted to work with the county on getting a storm shelter and building through this process.

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m. 

At 1:05 p.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss economic development with Bruce Rinkes, Alex Belveal and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 1:47 p.m. No action taken. 

Commissioners and Tara Peek left Chambers to meet Lu at the lake to look at a proposed sight for the building and other projects. They also drove county roads north and south of the lake property.

Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the November 18th minutes as amended and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the November 25th minutes as amended and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Received a letter from the Second Judicial District Judge Marek requesting authorization of the County Counselor to pursue distribution of funds received by the Clerk of Court from tax sales.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff
	Megan Shea
	$16.06 per hour 
	$16.33 per hour
	Length of service increase
	11/25/2019



The meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, December 9, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of December 9, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, December 9th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber submitted a household hazardous waste disposal contract with Doniphan County. He stated he had ordered the 3 sprayers and would like to build a lean-to type structure for their storage. The Commissioners agreed that would be a good idea. Scott has an ad in the paper for an opening at the recycling center.

Road and Bridge Director Dan Barnett submitted a ROW petition for approval. 

At 10:24 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for attorney client privilege for 20 minutes with Alex Belveal and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:07 a.m. No action taken.

Commissioner Elmer received a phone call from Barbara Bausch informing him that the Mayetta Senior Citizens group is disbanding and will no longer be in need of funding for 2020. 

Banner Creek Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported that most of the remaining hay bales from leased land are out from the lake property. Chairperson Zwonitzer informed Lu that they are willing to contribute $25,000.00 towards a storm shelter basement for the community building the Dillner family and Friends of Banner Creek Reservoir have been fundraising for. Lu stated the next fundraiser is scheduled for February 8th at Trails’ Station. He reported that Holton High School will be having their 2020 cross country meet on the south side on September 10th and will host regionals on October 15th on the north side.

Bruce Rinkes stopped in to give an update on the Nemaha County wind farm. 

At 11:41 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for attorney client privilege with Alex Belveal and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 12:01 p.m. No action taken.

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m. 

Dave Snyder, representing Friends of Linscott Park, submitted before and after photos of recent improvements made to the park. 

County Clerk Kathy Mick gave an update on IT upgrades being made at the courthouse. Kathy then went over the budget amendments for each department and informed the BOCC it would be published Wednesday.

County resident Dennis Hollander came in and asked about purchasing an old tube from the county. Commissioner Kathrens explained they do not sell used tubes and suggested some businesses he could purchase from.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the November 27th minutes as written and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the December 2nd minutes as written and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Received an email from Rodney Stadel stating his concerns for the roads in southern part of county.

Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Telcom Construction
	Plow and bore under T Road from pedestal to house, install copper cable
	13/08/15E
	T Road
	12/3/2019



Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff
	William Miller
	$17.56 per hour 
	$
	Discharged
	12/3/2019

	Road and Bridge
	Scott Strathman
	$15.85 per hour 
	$16.38 per hour
	Introductory period complete
	12/3/2019

	Noxious Weed
	Darlene Selley
	$15.52 per hour 
	$16.03 per hour
	Length of service increase
	12/25/2019



The meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, December 16, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of December 16, 2019

The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Zwonitzer at 9:00 a.m. Also present was Commissioners Elmer and Kathrens. County Clerk Kathy Mick recorded the minutes.
Road and Bridge Administrator Dan Barnett met with the Commissioners for the following:
· Received approval to purchase a trailer from Hoyt’s Trailer Center to replace the trailer that was wrecked.  Dan has received the insurance payment of $6,250.  The new trailer costs $11,960. The difference will be paid out of Special Equipment Fund in the amount of $5,710.  The Commissioners approved this purchase (PO 6394)
· Signed a ‘Request and Petition to Occupy County Right-Of-Way’ for Telcom Construction to plow 750 feet of copper cable, including a bore under 218th Road from pedestal to house. (Sec 17-Twp 07-Rng 15E)
The Commissioners opened up the sealed bids for certificates of titles for the upcoming tax foreclosure sale.  Two bids were received: Kansas Secured Title $100 per tract and Title-Abstract Co., Inc. $170 per tract. Commissioner Elmer made the motion to accept the low bid from Kansas Secured Title.  Kathrens seconded the motion and the motion carried 3/0.
Chairwoman Zwonitzer returned a phone call from Doug Holthaus concerning Governor Kelly’s support for refugee resettlement in Kansas. Janet informed him that there is nothing at the County level concerning this issue and if he wanted to show support against this he would need to contact his state representatives.
Treasurer Linda Gerhardt asked the Commissioners to put a small hot water heater in the breakroom on 1st floor because when there is a meal in Memorial Hall it is hard to clean up afterwards with no hot water. The Commissioners were unaware that there was no hot water and informed Linda that they would have it installed.
The Commissioners responded back to the draft contract presented by Jackson County EMS/Techs, Inc. for ambulance service with items they want back in the contract or added to the contract. The Commissioners are also asking for a three-year contract at the annual rate of $352,000.
Signed Tax Change Orders to 2019-43.
Approved Payroll Change notice from Jamie Phillips from $16.03 to $17.10 due to length of service.
Recessed for lunch
Appraiser Jason Claycamp informed the Commission that Kate Immenschuh has completed the training course to become a County Appraiser. Commissioner Kathrens made the motion to go into executive session for a period of 5 minutes to discuss personnel.  Commissioner Elmer seconded and the motion carried 3/0.  The meeting close at 1:22 and opened at 1:28. No decision was made.
Commissioner Elmer made the motion to go into executive session for a period of 10 minutes to discuss personnel.  Commissioner Kathrens seconded and the motion carried 3/0. County Clerk Kathy Mick was also present.  The meeting closed at 1:40 and opened at 1:50. No decision was made.
Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 5 minutes with County Counselor Alex Belveal to discuss economic development.  The meeting closed at 2:10 and opened at 2:15. No decision was made.

NextEra Energy Resources representative Brittany Bruce met with the Commissioners to finish up the contract for haul routes for the transmission lines for the wind farm in Nemaha County. The County wanted following things addressed in the contract. 
· Reimburse the County for engineering services
· Keep the bond at $1,500,000 as county requested.
· The County doesn’t want to waive the option of a jury trial.
· This contract applies to transmission line construction equipment and supplies that will travel Jackson County roads. A separate contract for wind turbine farm equipment use will be required. 
Brittany agreed that these issues could be addressed and she would send the information to her attorney.  She also asked if they could begin construction work now.  The Commissioners said not until the engineer said it was okay, but they think that could be as early as Monday December 23rd.
In November the County received notice that Berkley Net (Riverport Insurance Co) is unable to renew our assigned risk workers compensation insurance policy as they are no longer an assigned risk carrier for the state of Kansas as of January 1, 2020. So the County’s Insurance Representative Cindy Hower from Kellerman Insurance met with the Commissioners concerning the Workers Compensation Insurance for the Volunteer Firemen of Jackson County. Cindy will request workers compensation insurance quotes, using the current policy’s information and present the results to the Commissioners.
The Commissioners approved the expenditures and payroll for the 16th.
Commissioner Elmer made the motion to approve the minutes of December 9, 2019 as written.  Commissioner Kathrens seconded and the motion carried 3/0.
The meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m.   The next meeting will be December 23rd at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of December 23, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, December 23rd, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Noxious Weed and Environmental Services Director Scott Kieffaber reported that they had renewed their contract with KDOT. He is seeking bids for a lean-to building to use for storage of the spray truck and trailers. He stated he has filled his open position starting January 2nd. 

Received one fuel bid from Haag Oil for $18,808.00. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to approve the bid and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Left chambers at 10 a.m. to attend a holiday brunch at the senior center.

At 10:49 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to enter into executive session for 30 minutes for attorney client privilege with Bruce Rinkes, Alex Belveal and Tara Peek present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:29 a.m. No action taken. 

Commissioner Kathens made a motion to approve the December 16th minutes as amended and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Approved change orders 2019-44 through 56.

Received and approved a notice of renewal for the Kansas Association of Counties membership for $3,217.99 and an additional $100.00 for the webinars.

Signed the following Occupy County Right of Way petitions:
	Company
	To
	Sec/Twp/Rng
	Address
	Date

	Jackson County RWD #1
	Install service across O Road and 118th Road for meter relocation
	19/9S/15E
	118th and O Roads
	12/6/2019





Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff
	Kendal Grimm
	$ 
	$18.30 per hour
	Hired full time
	01/01/2020

	Sheriff
	Callee Hainline
	$15.01 per hour
	$
	Resignation
	12/12/2019



The meeting adjourned at 12:29 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, December 30, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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Minutes of December 30, 2019 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, December 30th, 2019 at 9 a.m., Chairperson Zwonitzer, Commissioner Elmer and Commissioner Kathrens were present. Deputy County Clerk Tara Peek recorded the minutes. 

Road and Bridge Administrative Assistant Twila White reported to the meeting on behalf of the Road and Bridge department. She had nothing to report and Commissioner Elmer asked her about signage on 142nd Road. 

Received a letter from NEK-CAP stating that due to updating their board requirements Jackson County will no longer be required to fill a public sector position on the board for 2020.

At 10:00 a.m. Commissioner Elmer made a motion to open the amended budget hearing and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0. At 10:08 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to close the amended budget hearing and Commissioner Elmer seconded. There was no public input and Commissioner Elmer made a motion to adopt the amended budget as presented and Commissioner Kathrens seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Emergency Management Director Pat Korte submitted an Emergency Vehicle Designation for Floyd Shepherd. Pat also reported that Cindy Hower with Kellerman Insurance is seeking quotes for workers compensation insurance for volunteer firefighters.

Undersheriff Darrel Chapman introduced new hire Kendal Grimm to the BOCC.

At 10:39 a.m. Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to enter into executive session for matters of personnel with Kate Immenschuh and Alex Belveal present. Commissioner Elmer seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 11:04 a.m. No action taken.

Reviewed funds paid out and received for court appointed attorney fees in 2018 and 2019.

Banner Lake Reservoir Director Lu Griffiths reported that the land available for a hay lease will be advertised for bidding in the Holton Recorder. He has continued to trim trees and regular maintenance and has one camper this week. 

At 11:44 a.m. Chairperson Zwonitzer made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss matters of personnel with Tara Peek and Alex Belveal present. Commissioner Kathrens seconded and motion carried 3/0. Session reopened at 12:03 p.m. No action taken.

Recessed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.
Brittany Bruce representing NexTera met with Commissioners to discuss her company’s plans to begin tree clearing on privately owned land for the wind farm transmission lines. She gave information about a supply yard where they will store machinery and inventory needed for the project. The Commissioners explained that they are still discussing the terms they would like to see in an agreement for the county’s road use for hauling but they thought they could come up with an agreement by next week that would address the oversize load permits needed to get started on the tree clearing portion. Brittany presented the BOCC with a $1.5 million bond. County Appraiser Jason Claycamp joined the meeting to discuss the temporary permit process needed from his office before approving the use of the supply yard that is currently zoned for agricultural use. Brittany believes they are looking to use the land from February through September.

Commissioner Kathrens made a motion to approve the December 23rd minutes as amended and Commissioner Elmer seconded. Motion carried 3/0.

Approved change order 2019-57.

Signed the following payroll change notices:
	Department
	Name
	From
	To
	Reason
	Date
     /     /

	Sheriff
	Zack Brumback
	$16.29 per hour
	$16.97 per hour 
	Promotion
	12/25/2019



The meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be Monday, January 6, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.

	





Attest:

_________________________________
Kathy Mick
Jackson County Clerk
	
Board of County Commissioners
Jackson County, Kansas

_____________________________
Ed Kathrens, 1st District 

______________________________
Janet Zwonitzer, 2nd District 

______________________________
William Elmer, 3rd District
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